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IP* This pamphlet will be transmitted to all offieert charged with the performanee 
of any duty under the aets relating to Common Schools* and will be receired by them in 
their official capacity. It thus becomes apart of the papers and documents of their 
office^ which they are required by law to hand over to their successors. 



STATUTES 



KELATIirO TO 



COMMON SCHOOLS, 

INCLUDING 

TITLE IL CHAPTER XV. PART I. REVISED STATUTES. 



[PanRttnt to the direetiont of the 148th feetion of the act of December 15th 
1847, there are inserted in this publication of the second title of chapter 1^ 
all acts and parts of acts connected with the subjects of the said title, which 
are now in force; and where the prOYisions of thai title have been altered 
by subsequent acts, such provisions have been varied in order to conform 
them to such alteration. The original number of each section is in all cases 
retained, whether it was a part of the Revised Statutes or was taken from 
some session law passed since 1828. In the latter case, there is a reference 
to a note at the foot of the page, which gives the particular chapter from 
which the section is taken, and its number is inclosed within brackets, in 
order to designate it more distinctly from the sections of the Revised Stat- 
tnes which are printed with the section mark only. 

To facilitate references to them, the sections in this edition are also num- 
bered continuously from the first to the lasV without regard to the statutes 
from which they are take)». The index at the end, lefers to Uiese nambers.] 

TITLE n. 

OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

Aet. 1« — Of the powers and duties of the superintendent of common schoolSy 
and of the apportionment of school moneys. 

Art. 2. — Of the distribution of the common school fund. 

Art. 3. — Of the powers and duties of town superintendents of common 
schools. 

Abt. 4.-'0f inspection and supervision by town saperintendents« 

Art. 5. — Of the formation and alteration of school districts; the powers of 
school district inhabitants; of the choice, duties and powers of 
school district officers; the assessment and collection of school 
district taxes; the annual reports of trustees; school district li- 
braries. 

Art. 6.-*0f certain duties of the county cleric. 

* Art. 7. — Miscellaneous provisions. 
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A&TICLH FIB8T. 

Of the Powers and Duties of the Superintendent of Common 
Schools^ and of the Apportionment of School Moneys. 

General JVb. 1 — ^ 1. There shall continue to be a superintendent of 

eaperimeii- common schools, whose duty, amongst other things, it shall 
^^"^ be, to prepare and submit an annual report to the legislature 

; containing, 

1. A statement of the condition (^the common schools of 
the state: 

2. Estimates and accounts of expenditures of the school 
moneys: 

3. Plans for the improvement and management of the com- 
mon school fund, and for the better organization of the com- 
mon schools ; and, 

4. All such matters relating to his office, and to the com- 
mon schools, as he shall deem expedient to communicate. 

JVb.2 — [^ 41 ] The superintendent of common schools may 
designate and appoint any one of the clerks employed by him 
to be his general deputy, who may perform all the duties of 
the superintendent in case of his absence or a vacancy in his 
office.* 

JVb, 3 — [^ 8.] The superintendent of common schools may 
appoint such and so many persons as he shall from time ta 
time deem necessary, to visit and examine into the condition 
of the common schools in the county where such persons may 
reside, and report to the superintendent on all such matters 
relating to the condition of such schools, and the means of 
improving them, as he shall prescribe ; but no allowance or 
compensation shall be made to the said visiters for such ser- 
vices.' 

JVb. 4 — [§ lO.J The superintendent of common schools, 
granTcertifi. ou such evideucc as may be satisfactory to him, may grant 
Jficatioli?"'^' certificates of qualification under his band and seal of office,, 
which shall be evidence that the holder of such certificate is 
well qualified in respect to moral character, learning and abili- 
ty, to teach any district school within this state ; which cer- 
tificate shall be valid until duly revoked by the superintend- 
ent.* 
Acts of 8u- JVb. 5. — [^ 7.] Copies of papers deposited or filed in the 
{^"amhea-* office of the Superintendent of common schools, and all acts 
ticated. ^^^ decisions by him, may be authenticated under the seal of 
the ofi^e of secretary of state, and when so authenticated 
, shall be evidence equally, and in like manner as the origi- 
nals.* 
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(I) Laws of 1841, chap. 260, $ 41. (2) Laws of 1839^ chap. 390, §B. iZ\ 
Laws of 1843, chap. 133, § 10« (4) Laws of 183S^ ohap. 330, § 7. 



OF SUPERINTENDENT. 6 

JVo. 6—^ 2. In every year, immediately following a year ^^^^'' 
in which a census of the population of this state shall have • 
been tak^n, under the authority of the state, or of the United 
States, the superintendent shall apportion the school moneys 
to be annually distributed amongst the several counties of the 
state, and the ^hare af each county, amongst its respective 
towns and cities. 

JVb. 7 — § 3. Such apportionment shall be made among the R*tio. 
several towns and cities .of the state, according to the ratio 
r)f their population respectively, as compared with the pop- 
ulation of the whole state, according to the last preceding 
census. 

JVb. 8 — \ 5. If an increase of the school moneys to be increase, 
distributed, shall take place in any other year, than one im- 
mediately following a census, the superintendent shall appor- 
tion such increase amongst the severnl counties, cities and 
towns, a>c€ording to the ratio of the apportionment then in 
force.* 

JVb. 9 — ^ 6, When the census or returns, upon which an Proceeding 
apportionment is to be made, shall be so far defective, in re- JSJ^JJ^*" 
spect to any county, city or town, as to render it impractica- 
ble for the superintendent to ascertain the share of school 
moneys, which ought then to be apportioned to such county, 
city or town, he shall ascertain, by the best evidence in his 
power, the facts upon which the ratio of such apportion- 
ment shall depend, and shall m\ke the apportionment ac- 
cordingly. 

JVb. 10 — § 7, Whenever, in consequence of the division when town 
of a town, or the erection of a new town, in any county, the 
apportionment then in force shall become unjust, as between 
two or more of the towns of such county, the superintendent 
shall make a new apportionment of the school moneys next 
to be distributed amongst such towns, ascertaining by the 
best evidence in his powerj the facts upon which the ratio 
of apportionment as to such towns, shall depend. 

JVb. 11 — ^8. Hhe superintendent shall certify each ap-^ertfficaie 
portionment made by him, to the comptroller, and shall give ^^^' 
immediate notice thereof, to the clerk of each county inter- 
ested therein, and to the clerk of the city and county of 
New- York; stating the amount of moneys apportioned to 
his county, and to each town and city therein, and the time 
when the same will be payable to the treasurer of such 
county, or to the chamberlain of the city of New- York. 

JVb. 12 — §9. The superintendent shall prepare suitable R««tt^tioin 
forms and regulations for making all reports, and conduct- ^^ 
ing all necessary proceedings, under this Title, and shall 

n) Attendato^ act of M30, chap. 320« § 5, aod'by § 6 of Mune ch« the ori|^. 
§ 4 18 repealed. 
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cause the same, with such instructioDS as he shall deem ne-- 
cessary and proper, for the better organization and govern- 
ment of common schools, to be transmitted to the ofScers 
required to execute the provisions of this Title throughout 
the state. 

JVo. 13 — ^ 10. He shall cause so many copies of the first 
six Articles of this Title, with the forms, regulations and 
instructions prepared by him, thereto annexed, to be, from 
time to t'me, printed and distributed amongst the several 
school districts of the state, as he shall deem the public good 
to require. 

JVo. 14 — § 11. All moneys reasonably expended by him^ 
in the execution of his duties, shall, upon due proof, be al- 
lowed to [him by the comptroller, and be paid out of the 
treasury. 
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ABTICLE SECOND. 

Of the distribution of the Common School Fund. 

Jfo. 15 — ^ 12. The sum annually to be distributed for the 
encouragement of common schools, shall be paid on the first 
day of February, in every year, on the warrant of the comp- 
troller, to the treasurers of the several counties, and the 
cbambertain of the city of New-York. ^ 

JVb. 16 — ^ 13. The treasurer of e-ch county, and the 
chamberlain of the city of New- York, shall apply for and 
receive the school moneys apportioned to their respective 
counties, as soon as^the same become payable. 

JI\ro. 17 — § 14. Each treasurer receiving such moneys, 
shall give notice in writing, to the town superintendent or to 
some one or more of the commissioners of common schools 
of each town or city in his county, of the amount appor- 
tioned to such town or city, and shall hold the same subject 
to the order of such town superintendent or commissioners. 

^0. 18 — ^ 15. In case the commissioners or town super- 
intendent of any such city or town shall not apply for and 
receive such moneys, or in case there are no commission- 
ers or tovni superintendent appointed in the same, be- 
fore the next receipt of moneys apportioned to the county, 
the moneys so remaining with the treasurer shall be retained 
by him, and be added to the moneys next received by him, 
for distribution from the superintendent of common schools, 
and be distributed therewith, and in the same proportion. 

J^o. 19^— § 16. Whenever the clerk of any county shall 
receive from the superintendent of common schools notice of 
the apportionment of moneys to be distributed in the County, 
he shall file the same in his office, and transmit a certified 
copy thereof to the county treasurer, and to the clerjc of ,the 
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COM)fQN SCHOOL FUND. 

bpard of i^uperyisors of the county; and the clerk of the 
boarxl of supervisors shall lay such copy before the superyi- . 
sors at their next meeting. 

JVb. 20 — § 17. It shall be the duty of the supervisors, at ^^^^ 
such meeting, and at every annual meeting thereafter, to add pemton 
to the sums of money to be raised on each of the towns of 
t|he county, for defray big the necessary expenses thereof, a 
sum equal to the school moneys which shall have been ap- 
portioned to ^uch town ; which moneys, so added, together 
.with the fees of the collector, shall be levied and collected 
in the same manner as other moneys directed to be raised in 
the town. 

JVo. 21 — § 18. The supervisors shall cause and requii:eib. 
the collector of each town, by their warrant to him, to pay 
the moneys so added, when collected, retaining his fees for 
collection, to the superintendent of common schools j^ 
^uch town, for the use of common schools therein ; 
whose receipt therefor shall be sufficient evidence of such 
payment. 

JVb. 22 — ^ 19. If there shall not be any superintendent of vvhen 
common schools in such town when the moneys are collect- ^^7^ tn 
€d, the collector shall pay the same, retaining his fees for ■"'*'• 
collection, to the county treasurer, to be by him apportioned 
among the several cities and towns in the county, and dis- 
tributed in ike manner provided in the fifteenth section of 
this Title, 

J\ro. 23 — [^ 2,] , Whenever any board of supervisors shall f«?«:« 
hereafter omit, at their annual meeting, to add to the sumsh^? 
vf money to be raised on the towns of their county, an equal ■**^'**** 
sum to that apporti'^ned to such towns by the superintendent 
of common schools in any year, it shall be their duty to hold 
a. special meeting for the purpose of adding the supt that 
may be deficient, whenever it can be done in time to allow 
such deficient sum to be collected with the other taxes of 
the county ; and such special meeting shall be notified by 
the clerk of the board of supervisors on receiving notice of 
the;deficiency from a majority of the board of supervi3ors of 
9aid county; and in case such deficient sum shall not be di- 
rected to be raised at a special meeting, it shall be the duty 
of the supervisors of such county, at their next annual meet- 
ings to add the amount of such deficiency to the sums to l|^ 
rs^ised pn each of the to^s of the county ; which, with the 
fees of qoUectlon, shall be levied and collected in the saine 
ipanner as other moneys directed to be raised in the town, 
jPipd shall be apiportipned ampng the school districts therein 
according: to law. 
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S'" ™1.- JVb. 24— r§ 3.1 It shall be the duty of the clerk of the 
to tranamit board of supervisoFs m each county in this state, on the last 
Su^. '**** day of December in each year, to transmit to the superin- 
tendent of common schools certified copies of all resolutions 
and proceedings of the board of supervisors, of which he ^ 
clerk, passed or had during the preceding year, relating to the 
raising of any money for school or library purposes, and to 
report particularly the amount of such money directed to be 
raised in each town of such county ; and in case it shall not 
appear that the amount required by law to be raised for school 
and library purposes has been directed to be raised during the 
year by the board of supervisors of any county, the superin- 
tendent of common schools and the comptroller may direct 
that the money appropriated by the state and apportioned to 
Mb!^?roo. such county, be withheld until the amount that may be de- 
TSthhSS ^ ficient shall be raised, or that so much only of the money ap- 
from a portioned to such county be paid to the treasurer thereof, as 
county. g\^^\i be equal to the amount directed to be raised therein by 
the supervisors of such county ; and in such case the balance 
How applied so withheld shall be added to the principal of the common 
school fund. 

Of the Election and Powers of lovm Superintendents. 

Towninper. JVo. 26 — § 1. There shall continue to be elected in each 
^mm«a* ^^ ^^ ^^^ towus in this State, at the same time, and in the man- 
achooit ner now provided by law for the election of other town offi- 
ed. cers, an officer to be denominated ^' town supermtendent of 

common schools," who shall possess all the powers perform 
all the duties, and be subject to all the restrictions, liabilities 
and penalties conferred and imposed by this act.^ 
Tenn'.or JVo, 26-§ 2. The several town superintendents in office when 
*^'^®* this act takes effect, elected or appointed in conformity to 
existing laws, shall continue to hold their respective offices, 
and discharge the duties thereof until the first Monday of 
November, one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight. 
Town su- JVb. 27 — \ 3. The town superintendents of common schools 
pj'jj*^®»^^^-^f hereafter to be elected in conformity with the provisions of 
ter elected this act, shall, cach of them, on or before the first Monday of 
ter upon *"" NovcmW succecding such election, execute to the supervi- 
sor of his town and file with the town clerk, a bond with one 
or more sufficient sureties to be approved by the said super- 
visor by endorsement over his signature on said bond, with a 
penalty in double the amount of all the school moneys re- 
ceived by his town from all sources during the preceding year 
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fl) This and the following sections^ except where otherwise noticed were 
taken from the act chapter vfi of Laws of 1847. 



TOWN SUPERINTENDENTS. 9 

sind conditioned for the faithful application and legal dis- i 

bursement of all the school money coming into his hands du- 
ring his term of office, and for the faithful discharge of all 
the duties of said office; and in dase such bond shall not be 
executed, filed and approved within the time herein prescrib- -vvhen office 
ed, the office of such town sui)erintendent shall be deemed deemed ya 
vacant; and any such or any other vacancy that may occur who may 
in said office, shall be filled by any three justices of the peace •pp®"*^ 
of the same town by a warrant under their hands and seals, 
who are hereby authorized to make such appointments ; and 
the persons so appointed shall hold their respective offices un- , 
til others are elected or appointed in their pi ces, and shall 
have the same powers and be subject to the same duties and 
penalties as if they had been duly chosen by the electors. 

JVb. 28 — ^-4. The justices making the said appointment justices to 
shall forthwith cause the said warrant to be filed in the office J^*^|^*'**^ 
of the town clerk of the town, and give immediate notice to 
the person appointed. 

JVo. 29 — ^ 5. Every town superintendent elected after this Term of 
act takes effect shall on executing the bond as before provided, ^^^ 
enter upon the duties of his paid office on the first Monday of 
November succeeding his election, and shall hold his office 
for two years thereafter, and until a successor who shall have 
been duly elected, shall h^ve taken the oath of office and 
filed an official bond pursuant to the provisions of this act. 

JVb. 30 — § 6. No town superintendent of a town shall hold . 

the office of trustee of a school district, nor shall a person 
chosen a trustee, hold the office of district clerk, and no town 
superintendent shall hold the office of either supervisor or 
town clerk. 

No. 31 — [§ 1.] The office of trustees of the Gospel and 
school lots in the several towns in this state, is hereby abol- l^were of 
ished ; and the powers and duties now by law conferred and |j|JJ^»^P^'' 
imposed upon said trustees, shall hereafter be exercised by 
the town superintendent of common schools.^ 

J^o, 32 — ^ 7. The third, fourth, filth and sixth articles of ti- Articles of 
tie two, chapter fifteen, part first of the Revised Statutes, enti- R-s. amend, 
tied " Of public instruction," shall be and the same are hereby 
amended so as to read as follows: 

(1) Laws of 1846^ chapter 186^ § 1. 
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ARTICLE .THIRD. 

The powers and duties of the town superintendent ofcommpn 

schools, 

ihttieaof JVo. 33 — h 8. It shall be the duty of the town superintendent 

town ^uper- « i i • . ^ * 

inteadenu. 01 common schools in each t^wn, 

1. To divide the town into a convenient number of school 
districts, and to regulate and alter such districts as hereinafter 
provided: 

2. To set off by itself any neighborhood in the town ad- 
i joining to any other state of this Union, where it has been 

usual or shall be found convenient for such neighborhood to 
send their children to a school in such adjoining state: 

3. To describe and number the school districts, and to de- 
liver the description and numbers thereof, in writing, to the 
town clerk, immediately after the formation or alteration 
thereof: 

4. To deliver to such town clerk a description of each 
neighborhood, adjoining to any other state, set off by it- 
self : 

5. To apply for and receive from the county treasurer all 
moneys apportioned for the use of common schools in his 
town, and from the collector of the town, all moneys raised 
therein for the same purpose, as soon as such moneys shall 
become payable, or be collected: 

6. To apportion the school moneys received on the first 
Tuesday of April, in each year, among the several school 
districts, parts of districts and neighborhoods separately set off, 
within the town, in proportion to the number of children re- 
siding in each, over the age of five and under that of sixteen 
years, as the same shall have appeared from the last annual 
reports of their respective trustees: 

7. If the town superintendent shall have received the school 
moneys of the town, and all the reports from the several 
school districts therein, before the first Tuesday of April, he 
shall apportion such moneys as above directed, within ten 
days after receiving all of the said reports and the said mo- 
neys: 

8. To sue for and collect, by his name of office, all penal- 
ties and forfeitures imposed in this title, and in respect to 
which no other provision is made, which shall be incurred by 
any officer or inhabitant of his town, and after deducting 
his costs and expenses, to add the sums recovered to the 
school moneys received by him, to be apportioned and paid 
in the same manner. 

When mo. J^o. 34 — § 9. In making the apportionment of moneys 
Md!'^'^' among the several school districts^ no share shall be allotted 
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to any district, part of a distrief, or separate neighborhood, 
from which no sufficient annual report shall have been re- 
ceived, for the year ending on the last day of December, im- 
mediately preceding the apportionment. 

JVb. 35 — ^ 10. In making the apportionment of public mo- Tcachew' 
ney, it shall be the duty of the town superintendent to desig- and library 
nate the respective proportions of teachers' and library mo- ?^?|aated. 
ney belonging to each district, and to pay over as much as 
is designated teachers' money, on the written order of a ma- 
jority of th'* trustees of each district, to the teachers entitled 
to receive the same. 

JVo. 36 — § 11. No moneys shall be apportioned and paid to ^^hen mon 
any district or part of a district, unless it shall appear by such *X J"^^ 
report that a school had been kept therein for at least four 
months during the year ending at the date of such report, by 
a qualified teacher ; that no other than a duly qualified 
teacher had at any time during the year for more than one 
month been employed to teach the school in said district ; 
and that all moneys received during that year have been ap- 
plied to the payment of the compensation of such teacher ; 
and no portion of the library money shall be apportioned or 
paid to any district or part of a district, unless it shall appear 
from the last annual report of the trustees that the library 
money received at the last preceding apportionment was duly 
expended according to law, on or before the first day of Oc- 
tober subsequent to such apportionment. 

J^o, 37 — § 12. No teacher shall be deemed a qualified teach- who deem- 
er, within the meaning of this title, who shall not have re- {^JJ^**^ 
ceived, and shall not then hold a certificate of qualification, 
dated within one year, from the town superintendent of com- 
mon schools for the town in which such teacher shall be 
employed. - 

JSTo. 38 — § 13. No part of such moneys shall be apportioned when mo- 
or paid to any separate neighborhood adjoining another state, J^'"^ 
unless it shall appear from the report of its trustees that all 
moneys received by them during the year ending at the date 
of such report have been faithfully applied, in paying for 
the instruction of children residing in such neighborhood. 

Jfo. 39 — ^ 14. Whenever an apportionment of the public Apportion, 
money shall not be made to any school district, in consequence SSc^**!?* 
of any accidental omission to make any report required by certain cmo* 
law, or to comply with any other provision of law, or any 
regulation, the state superiptendent may direct an apportion- 
jtnent to be made to such district, according to the equitable 
circumstances of the case, to be paid out of the public money 
on band ; or if the same shall have been distributed, out of 
the public money to be received in a succeeding year. 

JVb. 40-— § 16. If after the time when the annual reports 
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memtoSi- ^^c required to be dated, and before the apportionment of the 
trici altered school moDcys shall have been made, a district shall be duly 
re^rt*"""* altered, or a new district be formed in the town, so as to ren- 
der an apportionment founded solely on the annual reports, 
unjust, as between two or more districts of the town, the 
town superintendent shall make an apportionment among 
such districts, according to the number of children in each, 
over the age of five, and under sixteen years, ascertaining 
that number by the best evidence in his power. 

JVb. 41 — § 16. The provisions of the foregoing section shall 
extended to exteud to all cases where a school district shall have been 
other cases, f^jj-med at such time previous to the first day of January, as 
not to* have allowed a reasonable time to have kept a school 
therein for the term of four months, such district having been 
formed out of a district or districts in which a school shall 
have been kept for four months by a teacher duly qualified, 
during the year preceding the first day of January. 
Moneys one JVb* 42 — ^ 17. All moneys apportioned by the town super- 
hand»"of intendtnt, to the trustees of a district, part of a district, or 
town super* separate neighborhood, which shall have remained in the 
inien enu. j^g^j^^jg ^f ^^^ towu Superintendent for one year after such ap- 
portionment, by reason of the trustees neglecting or refusing 
to receive the same, shall be added to the moneys next there- 
after to be apportioned by the town superintendent, and 
shall be apportioned and paid therewith in the same manner. 

When re- *^'^' ^^ — ^ ^^' ^^ ^^^^ any school moncys received by the 
turned to town Superintendent cannot be apportioned by him, for the 
term of two years, after the same are received, by reason of 
the non-compliance of all the school districts in his town 
with the provisions of this title, such moneys shall be re- 
turned by him to the county treasurer, to be by him appor- 
tioned and distributed, togethei' and in the same manner with 
the moneys next thereafter to be received by him for the use 
of common schools. 
Annual re- JVo. 44 — § 19. Iteshall be the duty of the town superintend- 
wS^rS^tSSu ent in each town, between the first day of July and the first 
***^- day of August in each year, to make and transmit to the 

county clerk a report in writing, bearing date on the first 
day of July, jn the year of its transmission, and stating, 

1. The whole number of school districts and neighbor- 
hoods separately set off within the town : 

2. The districts, parts of districts and neighborhoods from 
which reports shall have been made to him, or his immediate 
predecessor in ofiSce, within the time limited for that pur- 
pose : 

3. The length of time a school shall have been kept in 
each of such districts or parts of districts, distinguishing 
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xvhat portion of that time the school shall have been kept by 
qualified teachers : 

4. The amount of public moneys received in each of such 
districts, parts of districts and neighborhoods : 

5. ^he number of children taught in each, and. the num- 
ber of children over the age of five and under sixteen years, 
residing in each : 

6. The whole amount of moneys received by him, or his 
predecessor in office, during the year ending at the date of 
such report, and since the date of the last preceding report ; 
distinguishing the amount received from the county treasurer, 
from the town collector, and from any other and what 
source : 

7. The manner in which such moneys have been expend- 
ed, and whether any, and what part remains unexpended, 
and for what cause : 

8. The amount of money paid for teachers' wages, in ad- 
ditioi^ to the public money paid therefor, the amount of taxes 
levied for purchasing scho.ol-house sites, for building, hiring, 
purchasing, repairing and insuring school-houses, for fuel 
and supplying deficiencies in rate bills, for district libraries, 
or for any other purposes allowed by law, in the districts, 
parts of districts and neighborhoods from which reports 
shall have been received by him or his immediate predeces- 
sor in office, with such other information as the state super- 
intendent may from time to time require, in relation to the 
districts and schools within bis town. 

Jfo. 46 — § 20. Town superintendents who neglect to fur- Penalty fiv 
nish the information required by the last preceding section, "'**®*^** 
shall severally forfeit to the town for the use of the com- 
mon schools therein, the sum often dollars, to be sued for 
by the supervisor of the town. 

JVo. 46 — §21. In case the town superintendent in any county cicrk 
town shall not, on or before the first day of August, in any Jf^f^^®'**'' 
year, make such report to the clerk of the county, it shall be 
his duty to give immediate notice of such neglect to the 
clerk of such town. 

JVb. 47 — § 22. The town superintendent neglecting to make porfeiwre 
such report within the limited period, shall forfeit to the ^**"®.^^Jj 
town, for the use of the common schools therein, the sum of 
ten dollars; and the share of school moneys apportioned to 
such town for the ensuing year, may, in the discretion of 
the state superintendent be withheld, and be distributed 
aniong the other towns in the same county, from which the 
necessary reports shall have been received. Townguper- 

Jfo. 48 — § 23. When the share of school moneys appor- JSd°thc!?' 
tioned to a town, shall thus he lost to the town, by the neg- ""J*^" *»- 
lect of its town superintendent, the town superintendent llm^anl ^ ^ 



14 POWERS AND DUTIES, &c. 

guilty of such neglect, and his sureties shall be liable for the 
full amount so lost with interest, 
sopervison JVo. 49 — § 24. It shall be the duty of the supervisor of 
Mcue&c. the town, upon notice of such loss, from the state superin- 
tendent or county treasurer, to prosecute without delay, in 
the name of the town, for such forfeiture; and the moneys 
recovered shall be distributed and paid by such supervisor to 
the several districts, parts of districts, or separate neighbor- 
hoods of the town, in the same manner a^ it would have 
been the duty of the town superintendent to have distributed 
and paid them, if received from the county treasurer. 
»'*kSp'aS^ ^^' 50— § 25. The town superintendent in each town, 
oount shall keep a just and true account of all school moneys 
received and expended by him during each year for which 
he shall have been chosen, and shall lay the same before the 
board of auditors of town accounts at the annual meeting of 
such board, in each year. 
And render JVo. 51 — § 26. The town Superintendent ofcommou schools 
tosocceuon'j^ each to\;^n shall, within ififteen days after the termination 
of his office, render to hijf successor in oifice, a just and' true 
account, in writing, of all school moneys by him received, 
before the time of rendering such account, and of the man- 
ner in which the same shall have been appropriated and ex- 
pended by him; and the account so rendered shall be deliv- 
ered by such successor in office to the town clerk, to be filed 
and recorded in his office. 
Andj;>ayba- JYo. 52 — ^ 27. Oil rendering such account, if any balance 
shall be found remaining in the hands of the town superin- 
tendent, the same shall immediately be paid by him to his 
successor in office. 
IitSPtoT*" -^o- 53—^ 28. If such balance, or any part thereof, shall 
paid accord- havc been appropriated by the town superintendent to any 
*^^* particular school district, part of a district or separate neigh- 
borhood, and shall remain in his hands for the use thereof, 
a statement of such appropriation shall be made in the ac- 
count so to be rendered, and the balance paid to such suc- 
cessor in office, shall be paid over by him, according to such 
appropriation. 
S^wS^ute ^^' ^^ — h 2^9. Such successor in office may bring a suit 
in his name of office for the recovery, with interest, of any 
unpaid balance of school moneys, that shall appear to have 
been in the hands of any previous town superintendent, on 
leaving his office, either by the accountiy rendered by su.ch 
town superintendent, or by other sufficient proof, and in 
case of the death of such town superintendent, such suit may 
be brought against his representatives, 
coiporatioii. j\'"^, 55— § 30. The town superintendent in each town, 
shall have the powers dnd privileges of a corporation, so far 
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§ 



as td enable him to take and hold any property transferred 

to him for the yise of common schools in such town. ro^*^**^3u 

JVb.,56 — §31. The town superintendent shall be entitled ents. 
to receive one dollar and 'twenty-five cents per day for every 
day actually and necessariW devoted by him in his official 
capacity, to the service of the town for which he may be 
chosen, the same to be paid in like manner as other town 
officers are paid. 

Of the duty of town clerks. 

JVb. 57 — § 32. It shall be the duty of* the town clerk of i>ntyof town 
each town, ^^ 

1. To receive and keeji all reports made to the town su- 
perintendient from the trustees of school districts, and air 
the books and papers belonging to the town superintendent, 
when required, and to file them in his office: 

2. To receive all his estimates and apportionments of 
school money, and to record the same in a book to be kept 
for that purpose: 

' 3. To notify the town superintendent, upon receiving no- 
tice from the county clerk that he has not made his annual 
report, for the purpose of making such report. 

ARTICLE FOURTH. 

Of insfection and supervision by town superintendents. 

JVb. 68 — § 33. The town superintendent In each town shaWj^® «•?•<*• 
be the inspector of common schools therein. 

JVb. 59 — § 34. It shall be his duty to examine all persons Their dwr 
oflFering themselves as candidates for teaching common JJ^** **~**" 
schools in such town. 

^0, 60 — § 35. In making such examination, it shall be the ib. 
duty of the town superintendent to ascertain the qualifica- 
tions of the candidate, in respect to moral character, learning 
and ability. 

J^o. 61 — ^ 36. If he shall be satisfied in respect to the qua- ifc- 
lifications of the candidate, he shall deliver to the person so 
examined, a certificate signed by him, in such form as shall 
be prescribed by the state superintendent. 

JV'o. 62 — § 37, The town superintendent may annul any rt. 
such certificate given by him or his predecessors in office, 
when he shall think proper, giving at least ten days' previ- 
ous notice in writing to the teacher holding it, and to the 
trustees of the district in which he may be employed, of his 
intention to annul the same. 

J^o. 63 — § 38. The town superintendent, whenever he shall n,, 
deem it necessary, may require a re- examination of all or 
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any of the teachers in his town, for the purpose of ascertain* 
ing their qualifications to continue as such teachers, 
lb. JVb. 64 — ^ 39. The annulling of a certificate shall not dis- 

qualify the teacher to whom it was given, until a note in 
writing thereof, containing the name of the teacher, and the 
time when his certificate was annulled, shall be made by the 
tpwn superintendent, and filed in the office of the town 
clerk. 
Their duty JVo. 65 — § 40. When any school district shall be composed 

as to te&ch- ^ >»' i 'ij* 

org. of parts of two or more towns, the town superintendent of 

the town in which the school house of such district may be 
situated, shall examine into and certify the qualificatioris of 
any teacher ofiering to teach in such district, in the same 
manner as is provided by the preceding sections of this arti- 
cle, and may also in the same mapner annul the certificate 
of such teacher; and no school-house shajl be erected so as 
to stand on the (Hvision lines of any two or more towns.' 
To visit JVo. 66 — § 41. It shall be the duty of the town superin- 

schoou. tendent to visit all such common schools, within his town, 
as sh')ll be organized according to law, at least twice a year, 
and oftener if he shall deem it necessary. 
Must exam- JW). 67 — ^ 42. At such visitation, the town superintendent 
inc, c. ^j^^jj gj^g^jj^jjjg jjjiQ ^jjg g^j^^g ^j^ j condition of such schools, 

both as respects the progress of the scholars in learning, and 
the good order of the schools; and may give his advice and 
direction to the trustees and teachers of such schools as to 
the government thereof, and the course of studies to be pur- 
sued therein. 

ARTICLE FIFTH. 

Of iht fotrnation and alteration of school districts. 

when^'- JVo. 68 — § 43. In the erection or alteration of a school 
town clerk district, the trustees of any district to be affected thereby, 
»ociated*&c. Hiay apply to the supervisor and town clerk to be associated 
with the town superintendent ; and their action shall be final 
unless duly appealed from; the* compensation of the super- 
visor and town clerk when thus associated, shall be the same 
as that of the town superintendent. 
Who may J^o. 69 — ^ 44. Whenever it may become necessary or con- 
raut^oii^' venient to form a district out of two or more adjoining 
districts. towns, the town superintendent of each of such adjoining 
towns, or the major part of them, may form, regulate and 
alter such district. 
Sm tS^*^'" "^^ ''^^h^k ^^' No alteration of any schpol district, made 
take effect, without the couseut of the trustees thereof, shall take effect 
until three months after notice, in writing, shall be given by 
xbe town superintendent, to some one or more of such trus- 



OF SCHOOL WSTRICtS. 17 

lees; nor shall any alteration or regulation of an organised 
^hool district be made to take effect between the first day of 
December in any one year^ and the first day of May follow- 
ing. 

JVo. 71 — ^46. If the town superintendent in any town,j^i„,„^^j. 
shall require by notice in writing, the attendance of theinyofto^n 
town superintendents of any other town or towns, at a joint eats. 
Bdjeeting for the purpose of altering a scbool district formed 
from their respective towns, and a ipajor part of the towi^ 
superintendents notified shall refuse or neglect to attend, the 
town superintendents attending, by a majority of votes, may 
€^11 a special district meeting of such district, for the pur- 
pose of deciding on such proposed alteration; and the deci- 
sion of such meeting shall be as Talid as if made by the 
town superintendents of all the towns interested,, but sh%l] 
extend no further than to dissolve the district formed froqi 
i^uch towns. 

J^o, 72 — ^ 47. When a new district shall be formed from Altering dn. 
one or more districts, possessed of a school hou$e, and in ich<>oi hoaie 
icai^s where any district irom which such new district shall Jd%Vf"*'**' 
be in whole or in part formed, shall be entitled to other pro- 
perty than its school house, then the town superintendent of 
common schools, a|: the time of forming such new district, 
shall sell at public auction said school house and other pro- 
perty belonging thereto, and precede the sale thereof by 
printed or writen notices, to be posted in at least five publip 
places in the district interested in such sale. 

JSTo. 73 — ^ 48. The proceeds of such sale shall be divided prooeedi 
between the parts of said district, in proportion to the as- 5^JJ<5^Sued 
sessed value of the parts respectively, to be applied by them 
towards the erection of new school houses. 

JVb. 74 — ^ 49. No such sale shall take place where the in- when sale 
habitants of the several parts into which such district shall JJj^*^^ **•* 
be divided at a special meeting, called for that purpose, shall 
agree upon a division of such.iproperty among them. 

JVb. 75 — § 50. When two or more districts shall be consoli- Effector 
dated into one, the new district shall succeed to all the rights SS!i*SMi". 
of property possessed by the districts of which it shall be rfuuin^ d>. < 
composed ; and when a district is annulled, and portions of 
it are annexed to other districts, that district into which the 
school house, or its site or any other property of such dis- 
solved district ma]^ fall, shall succeed to all the rights of the 
annulled district in respect to such property, and whenever 
two or more districts or parts of districts shall be united, 
and there shall be more than one school house in such new 
or altered district, the trustees of such district may sell the 
site and buildings thereon, of either or both the school houses 
situated in such new district. 

2 
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piSS^of^'^ *^^' "^^ — ^ 51. In cases where by the dissolving a district, 
dMsoiveddis- its school house OF Other property shall be annexed or in- 

trict. % tilt/ 

eluded in another district, the town superintendent, by whose 
order such dissolution was effected, shall appraise such pro- 
perty in the manner provided by law in cases of the creation 
of new districts ; and the proportions assigned to the inha- 
bitants of such dissolved district who are not annexed to the 
district which includes the school house, or other property, 
shall be raised by the trustees of such last mentioned district 
and paid over to the trustees of the district to which such 
inhabitants are annexed, in the same manner as in case of. 
the creation of a new district, and to be applied to the same 
purpose. 
MoaeyM of ^0. 77 — § 52. When there shall be any moneysin the hands 
•uch district, ^f the officers, of a district that is or may be annulled, or 
belonging to such district, the town superintendent of 
the town may demand, sue for and recover the same, in his 
name of office, and shall apportion the same equitably be- 
tween the districts to which the several portions of such 
annulled district may have been annexed, to be held and 
enjoyed as district property. 
Trustees of Mo. 78 — 6 63 . Whenever a school district shall be dissolved 
districti may by Consolidation, or otherwise, it shall be the duty of the 
rate bifu &c ^^^ustees of such district to make out all the necdssary rate- 
bills and tax-lists, and issue their warrants according to law, 
for the collection of all such sums of money as shall be neces- 
sary to discharge all legal liaLilities of such district so dis^ 
solved or consolidated, and to call special meetings of the 
legal voters of such district, if it be necessary ; to raise 
money by tax, to discharge such demands, and the collector 
to whom any such rate-bill or tax-list and warrant shall be 
delivered for collection, shall have power to execute the 
same in the same manner and with the like authority as 
though such district had not been dissolved or consolidated. 

Of the powers of school district inhabitants^ and of the 
choice^ duties and powers of school district officers. 

Town super- JVo. 79— § 54. Whenever any school district shall be formed 
giTe"nSce!° in any town, it shall be the duty of the town superintendent, 
within twenty days thereafter, to prepare a notice in writing, 
describing such district, and appointing a time and place for 
the first district meeting, and to deliver such notice to a taxa- 
ble inhabitant of the district. 
Notice for JVo. 80 — ^ 56. It shall be the duty of such inhabitant to no- 
first meeting ^jiy gyg^y other inhabitant of the district, qualified to vote at 
district meetings, by reading the notice in the hearing of such 
inhabitant, or in case of his absence from home, by leaving 
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a copy thereof, or of so much thereof as relates to the time 
and place of such meeting, at the place of his abode, at ^ 

least six days before the time of the meeting. 
• JVo. 81 — ^ 56. In case such notice shall not be given, or the when to be 
inhabitants of a district shall refuse or neglect to assemble, '«''®^*^* 
or form a district meeting, when so notified ; or in case any 
such district, having been formed and organized in pursuance 
of such notice, shall afterwards be dissolved, so that no com- 
petent authority shall exist therein, to call a Special district 
meeting in the manner hereinafter provided ; such notice 
shall be renewed by the town superintendent, and served in 
the manneV above prescribed. 

JVb. 82 — (^ 57. Every taxable inhabitant to whom a notice of P«n«>*^y/o' 
a district meeting shall have been properly delivered for ser- 
vice, who shall refuse or neglect to serv€ the notice in the ( 
manner above in this article enjoined, shall for every such 
o£fence forfeit the sum of five dollars. 

JVo. 83 — ^ 58. Whenever any district meeting shall be call- inhabitants 
edj in the manner prescribed in the preceding sections of this wmbie? "*" 
article, it shall be the duty of the inhabitants of the district, 
qualified to vote at district meetings, to assemble together at 
the time and place mentioned in the notice. 

J^o. 84 — ^ 59. Every male person ot full age, residing in Qualification 
any school district, and entitled to hold lands in this state, who ^hoofSisi^ 
owns or hires real property in such district subject to taxa-UJ^°**®*" 
tiofl for school purposes, and every resident of such district 
authorized to vote at town meetings of the town in which 
such district or part of district is situated, and who has paid 
any rate-bill for teachers' wages in such district, within one 
year preceding, or who owns any personal property liable 
to be taxed for school purposes in such district, exceeding 
fifty dollars in value, exclusive of such as is exempt from 
execution, and no others, shall be entitled to vote at any 
school district meeting held in such district. 

JVb. 85 — § 60. If any person offering to vote at any school challenge ; 
district meeting, shall be challenged as unqualified by any "*** ^^' 
legal voter in such district, the chairman presiding at such 
meeting shall require the person so offering, to make the fol- 
lowing declaration : '^ I do d^claie and affirm that I am an 
actual resident of this school district, and that I am qualified 
to vote at this meeting.'' And every person making such 
declaration shall be permitted to vote on all questions pro- 
posed at such meeting; but ii any person shall refuse to 
make such deplaratton, his vote shall be rejected. 

JSTo, 86 — § 61. Every person who shall wilfully make aPjjj^gjjj;^ 
false declaration of his right to vote at a district meeting, upon rauon. 
being challenged as herein before provided, shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor, and punishable by imprisonment 
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in the county jail far a term not exceeding one year, nor less 
than six months, at the discretion of the court ; and any per- 
son Yotin? at any school district meeting without being qua- 
lified, shaTly on conriction, be subject to a fine of ten dollars, 
to be sued for and recovered by the trustees of the district 
for its use, and with costs of suit, before any justice of the 
peace. 

JVb. 87 — § 62. The inhabitants so entitled to rote, when so 
assembled in such district meeting, or when lawfully assem- 
bled at any other district meeting, shall have power, by a ma- 
jority of the votes of those present : 

1. To appoint a chairman for the time being: ' 

2. To s^jouvn from time to time, as occasion may re- 
quire: 

3. To choose a district clerk, three trustees, a district col- 
lector, and a librarian at their first meeting, and as often as 
such offices or either of them become vacated: 

4. To designate a site for a district school house : 
6. To lay such tax on the taxable inhabitants of the dis- 
trict, as the meeting shall deem sufficient to purchase or lease 
a suitable site for a school house, and to build, hire or pur- 
chase such school house, and to keep in repair and furnish the 
same with the necessary fuel and appendages: 

6. To alter, repeal and modify their proceedings from time 
to time as occasion may require: 

7. To vote a tax for the purchase of a book for the pur- 
pose of recording the proceedings in their respective dis^ 
tricts: 

8. With the consent of the town superintendent of the 
town, to designate sites for two or more school houses, for 
such district, and lay a tax on the taxable property in such 
district, to purchase or lease such ^ites, and to hire, build or 
purchase such school houses, and to keep in repair, and fur- 
nish the same with necessary fuel and appendages, and may 
also in their discretion lay a tax, not exceeding twenty dol- 
lars in any one year, to purchase maps, globes, black-boards, 
and other school apparatus. 

JVb. 88 — § 63. The trustees chosen at the first legal meeting 
tJIbe^iassed of any school district, shall be divided by lot into three classes, 
*>y ^*- to be numbered, one, two and three ; the term of office of the 
first class shall be one year, of the second, two, of the third, 
three; and ane trustee only shall thereafter annually be elect- 
ed, who shall hold bis office for three years, and until a suc- 
cessor shall be duly elected or appointed. In case of a va- 
cancy in the office of either of the trustees, during the period 
for which he or they shall have been respectively elected, the 
person or persons chosen or appointed to fill such vacancy 
shall hold the office only for the unexpired term. 
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JVb 89--^ 64* Every notice of a district meeting c«lled in content! or 
pursuance of this act sbali state the purpose for which such notice. 
meeting is called.* 

JVb. 90 — § 65. In each school district an annual meeting 
shall be held at the time and place previously appointed; an^meetingii. 
at the first district meeting, and at each annual meeting, the 
time and place of holding the next annual meeting skill be 
fixed. 

JVb. 91— § 66. Whenever the time for holding annual meet- g j^ 
ings in a district for the election of district officers shall pass meeting for 
without such election being held, a special meeting shall bedi«^*t'Vffi- 
notified by the clerk of such district to choose such officers ; ^^^^ 
and if no such notice be gii^en by him or the trustees last 
elected or appointed, within twenty days after such time shall 
have passed, the town superintendent or town clerk may or- 
der any inhabitant of such district qualified to vote at district 
meetings, to notify such meeting in the manner provided by 
law in case of the formation of a new district ; and the offi- 
cers chosen at any such special meeting, shall hold their office ' 
until the time for holding the next annual meeting. 

^0. 92— § 67. When the clerk and all the trustees of a ^^^^ 
school district shall have removed or otherwise vacated their miy'oSJ'* 
office, and where the records of a district shall have been de- t^iSl 
stroyed or lost, or where trustees neglect or refuse to call*°»*- 
meetings to choose trustees, the superintendent stall have au« 
thority to order such meetings, and the same shall be notified 
in the manner provided by law in the case of the formation 
of new districts. 

J^o. 93 — § 68, When in consequence of the loss of the re- when mw. 
cords of a school district, or the omission to designate the dayume for^u^ 
for its annual meeting, there shall be none fixed, or it cannot ^'"••** 
be ascertained, the trustees of such district may appoint a. day 
for holding the annual meeting of such district. 

Jfo. 94 — § 69. A special meeting shall be held in each dis-speeujl 
triet whenever called by the trustees; and the proceedings of "«•*»"«» 
no district meeting, annual or special, shall be held illegal 
for want of a due notice to all the persons qualified to vote 
thereat, unless it shall appear that the omission to give such 
notice was wilful and fraudulent. 

Jfo. 95 — ^ 70. No tax to be voted by a district meeting for Limitation of 
building, hirirg or purchasing a school house, shall exceed J^JJ 
the sum of four hundred dollars, unless the town superintend- ^^wm, 
ent of the town in which the school house is to be situated, 
shall certify in writing bis opinion that a larger sum ought 
to be raised, and shall specify the sum; in which case, a sum 
not exceeding the sum so specified, shall be raised ; Ind in 
districts composed of parts of several towns, the certificate 
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of a major part of the superintendents of said towns shall be 
necessary for such purpose. 
Ta^jy^ JVo. 96 — ^ 71. Whenever a majority of all the taxable in« 
sutimenti. habitants of any school district^ to be ascertained by taking 
•nd recording the ayes and noes of such inhabitants attend- 
ing at any annual, special or adjourned school district meet- 
ing legally called or held, shall determine that the sum pro- 
posed and provided for in the next preceding section, shall 
be raised by instalments ; it shall be the duty of the trustees 
ot such district, and they are hereby authorized to cause the 
same to be levied, raised and collected, in equal annual in- 
stalments, in the same manner, and with the like authority 
that other school district taxes are raised^ levied and collected^ 
and to make out their tax list and warrant, for the collection 
of such instalments as they become payable according to the 
vote of the said inhabitants ; but the payment or collection 
of the last instalment shall not be extended beyond five years 
from the time such vote was taken; and no vote to levy any 
such tax shall be reconsidered except at an adjourned general 
or special meeting to be held within thirty days thereafter^ 
and the same majority shall be required for reconsideration 
as is required to levy such tax, 

StSeStt '" "^^^ ^^ — ^ '^^' ^^ every case where a district embraces a 
may equal, part of morc than one town, the town superintendents of the 
tfoiuin^w. towns so in part embraced, upon application of the trustees 
urn eases, ^f g^^jj districts, Or of those persons liable to pay taxes up- 
on real property therein, shall proceed to enquire and deter- 
mine whether the valuation of real property upon the several 
assessment rolls of said towns are substantially just as com- 
pared with each other, so far as such district is concerned^ 
and if determined not to be so, they shall determine the re- 
lative proportion of taxes that ought to be assessed upon the 
real property of the parts of such districts so lying in differ- 
ent towns, and the trustees of such district sh^ll thereupon 
assess the proportion of any tax thereafter to be raised ac- 
cording to the determination of said superintendents until the 
same shall be altered by said superintendents upon like ap- 
plication, using the assessment rolls of the several towns to 
distribute the said proportion among the person^ liable to be 
assessed for the same. In cases where two superinteniients 
shall be unable to agree, they shall summon a superintend- 
ent from some adjoining town, who shall unite in such inqui- 
ry and detjermination. 
£lS>?tooi- ^^' ^^ — ^ "^^^ Whenever a school bouse shall have been 
«• when imd built or purchased for a district, the site of such school 
^^^ ^^ house^hall not be changed, nor the building thereon be re- 
moved, as long as the district shall remain unaltered, unless 
by the consent, in writing, of the town superintendents of 
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common ^hools, of the town or towns within which mich 
district shall be situated, stating that in their opinion such 
removal is necessary; nor then, unless a majority of all the 
taxable inhabitants of said district to be ascertained by tak- 
ing and recording the ayes and noes, at a special meeting 
called for that purpose, shall be in favor of such new site. ^ 

JVb. 99 — ^ 74. Whenever the site of a school house shall.s^^JJJJ'®'" 
have been changed as herein provided, the inhabitants of 
the district entitled to vote, lawfully assembled at any dis- 
trict meetings shall have power by a majority of the votes 
of those present, to direct the sale of the former site or lot, 
and the buildings thereon, and appurtenances, or any part 
thereof, at such price, and upon such terms as they shall deem 
most advantageous to the district; and any deed duly exe- j^^ ji,^^. 
cuted by the trustees of such di>trict, or a majority of them,^*'- 
in pursuance of such direction, shall be valid and effectual to 
pass all the estate or interest of such school district in the 
premises intended to be conveyed thereby, to the grantee 
named in such deed; and when a credit shall be directed to 
be given upon such sale, for the consideration money, or 
any part thereof, the trustees are hereby authorized to take 
in their corporate name, such security by boi|id and mort- security for 
gage, or otherwise, for the payment thereof, as they shall g^^jj^^^ 
deem best, and shall hold the same as a corporation, and ac- 
count therefor to their successors in office and to the district, 
in the manner they are now required by law to account for 
moneys received by them; and the trustees of any such dis- 
trict for the time being, may in their name of office, sue for 
' and recover the moneys due and unpaid upon any security 
so taken by them, or their predecessors in office, with inter- 
est and cost. 

JVb. 100 — 6 75. All moneys arising from any sale made in ^raite tobe 

* • RDDllfld to 

pursance of the last preceding section, shall be ap propria- new site, &e • 
ted to the payment of the expenses incurred in procuring a 
new site, and in removing or erecting a school house, or 
either of them, so far as such application thereof shall be 
deemed necessary. 

JVb. 101 — ^ 76. The clerk, trustees, collector and librarian Digtrfct oft. 
of each school district, shall hold their respective offices until ««"• 
the annual meeting of such district next following the time of Tamfe. 
their appointment, and until others shall be elected in their 
places. 

No. 102 — ^ 77. In case the office of trustee shall be vaca- vacancies 
ted by the death, refj^sal to serve, removal out of the dis- 
trict, or incapacity of any such officer, and the vacancy shall 
not be supplied by a district meeting within one month 
thereafter, the town superintendent of the town may oppoint 
any person residing in such district to supply such vacancy. 
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j^ JVb. 103 — § 78. In ca«e of a Tdcancy in the bfice of 8di««i 

district clerk, collector or librarian, for any of the causes 
ibentioned in the next preceding section, sach vacancy may 
be supplied by appointment under the hands of the trustees 
<tf the (fistrict or a majority of them, and the persons so ap- 
pointed shall hold their respective offices until the next an- 
nual meeting of the district, and until others are elected in 
their places. 

Forfeimro^ J^To, 104 — ^ 79. Every person duly chosen or appointed to 
any such office, who, without sufficient cause, shall refuse 
to serve therein, shall forfeit the sum of five dollars; and 
every perscfn so chosen or appointed, and not having re- 
fiised to accept, who shall neglect to perform the duties of 
his office, shall forfeit the sum of ten dollars. 

RetifnatioM jfg^ jQS — § 80. Any pcrsou chosen or appointed to an) such 
office, may resign the same by presenting his resignation 
to the town superintendent of the town where such officer 
tfhall reside, who is authorised for sufficient cause shown to 
him, to accept the same, and the acceptance of such resigna- 
tion shall be a bar to the recovery of either of the penalties 
mentioned in the preceding section. The town superintend- 
ent accepting the resignation shall give notice thereof to the 
clerk, or to one of the trustees of the school district, to 
which the officer resigning shall belong. 

DttiyoTd*. Jfo. 106—^ 81. It shall be the duty of the clerk of 'each 

*'"'^"'- school district, 

1. To record the proceedings of his district in a book to 
be provided for that purpose by the district, and to enter 
therein true copies of all reports made by the trustees of his 
d^trict, to the town superintendent. 

2. To give notice of the time and place for special district 
meetings, when the same shall be called by the trustees of 
the district, to each inhabitant of :>uch district liable to pay 
taxes, at least §ve days before such meeting shall be held, in 
the manner prescribed in the fifty-fifth sfection of this act: 

3. To affix a notice in writing of the time and place for 
any adjourned district meeting, when the same shall be ad- 
journed for a longer time than one month, in at least four of 
the most public places of such district, at least five days be- 
fdre the time appointed for such adjourned meeting: 

4. To give the Jike notice of every annual district meet- 
ing: 

6. To keep and preserve all records, books and papers; 
belonging to his office, and to deliver the same to his suc- 
cessor in office; and in case of his neglect or refusal so to 
do, he shall be subject to a fine of not exceeding fifty dol- 

IHfl^S. 
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Of the duty of trustees &f school districts. 

JVb. 107— §82. It shall be the dirty of the trustees ofl>«^«y«f™- 
every school district, and they shall have power, 

1. To call special meetings of the inhabitants of such dis- 
tricts liable to pay taxes, whenever they shall deem it ne- 
cessary and proper: 

2. To give notice of special, annual and adjourned meet- 
ings in the manner prescribed in the last preceding section, 
if there be no clerk of the district, or he be absent or incapa- 
ble of acting: 

3. To make out a tax list of every district tax, voted by 
any such meeting, containing the names of all the taxable 
inhabitants residing in the district at the time of making out 
the list, and the amount of tax payable by each inhabitant, 
set opposite to his name: 

4. To annex to such tax list a warrant, directed to the 
collector of the district, for the collection of the sums in 
such list mentioned: 

5. To purchase or lease a site for the district school 
house, as designated by a meeting of the district, and to 
build, hire or purchase, keep in repair, and furnish such 
school house with necessary fuel and appendages, out of the 
funds collected and paid to them for such purposes: 

6. To have the custody and safe-keeping of the district 
school-house : 

7. To contract with and employ all teachers in the dis- 
tricts : 

8. To pay the wages of such teachers when qualified, out 
o{ the monej^s which shall come into their hands from the 
town superintendents, so far as such moneys shall be suffi- 
cient for that purpose ; and to collect the residue of such 
wages, excepting such sums as may have been collected by 
the teachers, from all persons liable therefor : 

9. To divide the public moneys received by them, when- 
ever authorized by a vote of their district, into not exceed- 
ing two portions for each year ; to assign and apply one of 
such portions to each term during whi(ih a school shall be 
kept in such district, for the payu.ent of the teacher's wages 
during such term ; and to collect the residue of such wages, 
not paid by the proportion of public money allotted for that 
purpose, from the person liable therefor, as above provided : 

10. To exempt from the payment of the wages of teach- 
er?, either in part or wholly, such indigent persons within 
the district as they shall think proper, in any one quarter or 
term, and the same shall be a charge upon such district : 

11. To certify such exemptions and deliver the certificate 
thereof to the clerk 6f the district, to be kept on file in his 
office : 
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12. To ascertain by examination of the school lists kept 
by such teachers, the number of days for which each person 
not so exempted shall be liable to pay for instruction, and 
the amount payable by each person : 

13. To make out a rate bill containing the name of each 
person so liable, and the amount for which he is liable ; and 
to annex thereto a warrant for the collection thereof : 

14. To deliver such rate bill, with the warrant annexed, 
after the expiration of thirty days from the time the same 
shall have been made out and signed by them, and notices 
thereof posted as provided for the payment and collection of 
district taxes, to the collector of the district, who shall exe- 
cute the sume in like manner with other warrants directed by 
such trustees, to such collector for the collection of district 
taxes. 

Further duty JVo. 108 — § 83.- The Said trustees, after such rate bill and 
as to ratr Warrant shall be made out and signed as herein provided, shall 
^'^^" cause notices thereof signed by them to be posted in their 

district as directed in the case of the collection of district 
taxes, and it shall be the duty of the said trustees, or one of 
them, or the teacher to whom the moneys in such rate bill 
are payable, at any time within thirty days thereafter, to re- 
ceive payment from any person named therein, of the sum 
due from such person, and the same proceedings shall be had 
to compel and enforce the payment of the sums of money 
remaining due on such rate bills after the expiration of the 
said thirty days, as is herein provided for the collection of 
district taxes, and the collector to whom any such rate bill 
and warrant shall be delivered lor collection shall possess the 
same power, be entitled to the same fees, and subject to the 
same restrictions and liabilities with their bail and sureties, 
as by this title is provided in proceeding to collect school 
district taxes. 
DeEciencies JVo. 109 — ^ 84. Where by reason of the inability to collect 
Miaxes*how8tny tax or rate bill, there shall be a deficiency in the amount 
to be raised, raised, the inhabitants of the district in district meeting shall 
direct the raising of a sufficient sum to supply such deficien- 
cy by tax, or the same shall be collected by rate bill, as the 
case may require. 

Of the assessment and collection of school district taxes. 

Trustees JVo. 110 — § 85. In making out a tax list, the trustees of 
howtopK)^ school districts shall apportion the same on all the taxable in- 

caeainmaK* /»•!•• • «ii. 

uDgouttax habitants of the district or corporations holding property 
therein, according to the valuations of the taxable property 
which shall be owned or possessed by them at^ the time of 
making out such list within such district or partly within such 
district and partly in an adjoining district, and upon all real 



list. 
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estate lying within the boundaries of such district, the own- 
ers of which shall be non-residents, and which shall be liable 
to taxation for town or county purposes, and shall be situated 
within three miles of the site of the school-house in such 
distiict. But when it shall be ascertained that the proportion 
of any tax upon any lot, tract or parcel not occupied by any 
inhabitant would not amount to fifty cents, the trustees in 
their discretion may omit such lot, tract or parcel from the 
tax list. 

JVb. 1 1 1 — § 86. Any person working land under a contract certain oc- 
for a share of the produce of such land, shall be deemed theSeemcS po». 
possAsor, so far as to render him liable to taxation therefor, '***°" 
in the district where such land is situate. 

JVb. 112 — § 87. Every person owning or holding any real And are tax- 
property withio any school district, who shall improve and * 
of'cupy the same by bis agent or servant, shall, in respect to 
the liability of such property to taxation, be considered a 
taxable inhabitant of such district, in the same manner as if 
he actually resided therein. 

,JVb. 113 — § 88. Where any district tax for the purpose of Remedy of 
purchasing a site for a school-house, or for purchasing, or^^io^towa- 
building, keeping in repair, or furnishing such school-bouse®"* 
with necessary fuel and appendages, shall be lawfully assessed ^ 
and paid by any person, on account of any real property, 
whereof he is only tenant at will, or for three years, or for a 
less period oftime, such tenant may charge the owner of such 
real estate with the amount of the tax so paid by him, unless 
some agreement to the contrary shall have been made by such 
tenant. 

Jfo. 114 — i^ 89. When any real estate within a district, so N^-JJ^J*"* 
liable to'taxation, shall not be occupied and improved by the described, 
owner, his servant or agent, and shall not b|e possessed by 
any tenant, the trustees of any district at the time of making 
out any tax list by which any tax shall be imposed thereon, 
shall make and insert in such tax list a statement and de- 
scription of every such lot, piece or parcel of land so owned 
by non-residents therein, in the same manner as required by 
law from town assessors in making out the assessment roll 
of their towns ; and if any such lot is known to belong to 
an incorporated company liable to taxation in such district, 
the name of such company shall be specified, and^ the value 
of such lot or piece of land shall be set down opposite to 
such description, which value shall be the same that was af- 
fixed to such lot or piece of land in the last assessment roll 
of the town ; and if the same was not separately, valued in 
such roll, then it shall be valued in proportion to the valua- 
tion which was affixed in the said assessment roll to the 
whole tract, of which such lot or ^iece shall be a part. 
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ro!iecto»» ^'^- ^^^ — h ^0. If any tax on tbe real estate of a non- 
daty asto resident mentioned in the tax list delivered to the collector 
"**** ^ ' shall be unpaid at the time he is required by law to return 
his warrant, he shall deliver to the trustees of such district 
an account of the taxes so remaining due, containing a de- 
scription of the lots and pieces of land upon which any 
taxes were imposed as the same were stated in his tax list 
together with the amount of the tax assessed on each, and 
upon making* oath before any justice of the peace or judge 
of any court of record that the taxes mentioned in such ac* 
count remain unpaid, and that after diligent efforts he has 
been unable to collect the same, he shall be credited by said 
trustees with the amount thereof. 
Stigr^ftnu. JVb. 116 — ^ 91. Whenever the trustees of any school dis- 
trict shall receive such au account of unpaid taxes from any 
collector, they shall compare .the same with the original tax 
list, and if found to be a true transcript, they shall add to 
such account a certificate to the effect that they have com- 
pared the same with the original tax list and found it to be 
correct, and shall immediately transmit such account, with 
the affidavit of the collector, and their certificate to the 
treasurer of the county. 
^iLnty tree JVo. 1 17— § 92. Out of any moneys in the county treasu- 
ry, raised for contingent expenses, the county treasurer shall 
pay to the trustees of the school district in which such taxes 
were imposed, the amount thereof so returned as unpaid. 
JVo. 1 18 — § 93. Such account, affidavit and certificate shall 
up«vuorfc j^^ j^.j^ i^y ^j^^ county treasurer, before the board of super- 
visors of the county, who shall cause the amount of such un- 
paid taxes, with seven per cent of the amount in addition 
thereto, to be levied upon the lands of non-residents on 
which the same were imposed, and if imposed upon the lands 
of any incorporated company, then upon such company, in 
the same manner that the contingent charges of the county 
are directed to be levied and collected, and when collected 
the same shall be returned to the county treasury to reim- 
burse the amount so advanced, with the expense of col- 
lection. 

JVb. 119 — ^ 94. Any person whose lands are included in 

pttj tax."^' any such account may pay the tax assessed thereon to the 

county treasurer, at any time before the board of supervisors 

shall have directed the same to be levied. 

Proeeedin^ JVb. 120 — § 95. The Same proceedings in all r^pects shall 

M toueet jjg jjjj J fQj, ijjg collection of the amount so directed to be 

raised by the board of supervisors as are provided by law in 
relation to county taxes; and upon a similar aecount as in 
the case of county taxes of the arrears thereof uncollected, 
being transmitted by tbe eonnty ttieaaurer to theconptr^Ber) 
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the same shall be paid an bis warraflt to the Measurer of the 
county advancing tbe same ; and the amount so assumed hy 
the state shall be collected for its benefit, in the manner pre*- 
scribed by law in respect to the arrears of county taxes upon 
lands of non-rresidents; or if any part of the amount so as- 
sumed consisted of a tax i&pon any incorporated, company, 
tbe same proceedings may also be had for the collection 
thereof as provided by law, in respect to the county taxes 
assessed upon such company. 

Jfo. 121 — § 96. The valuations of taxable property shall be JJ^**®"* 
ascertained so far as possible, from the last assessment roll of tainedT' '* 
the town; and no person shall be entitled to any reduction 
in the valuation of such property, as so ascertained unless be 
shall give notice of his claim to such reduction, to the tros* 
tees of the district, before the tax list shall be made out. 

JVb. 122 — \ 97. In every case where such reduction shall n>. 
be duly claimed, and in every case where the valuation of 
taxable property cannot be ascertained, from the last assess- 
ment roll of the town, the trustees shall ascertain the true 
value of the property to be taxed, from tbe best evidence in 
their power, giving notice to the persons interested, and pro- 
ceeding in the same manner as the town assessors are requir- 
ed by law to proceed, in the valuations of taxable proper- 

ty- 

JVo. 123 — § 98. Every taxable inhabitant of a district, who ex««|i^ 
shall have been, within four years, set off from any other ^1^. ** 
•district without bis consent, and shall, within that period 
have actually paid in such other district, under a lawful as* 
sessment therein, a district tax for building a school-house, 
8hall be exempted by the trustees of tbe district where he 
shall reside, from the payment of any tax for building a 
gchool house therein. 

JSTo. 124 — § 99. Every district tax shall be assessed, and 'J«me when 
the tax list thereof be made out by the trustees, and a proper b^madeou! 
warrant attached thereto, within one month after the district « 

meeting in which the tax shall have beea voted; and when 
there shall be a tax of more than one hundred dollars, it 
shall be the duty of the trustees of the district immediately 
thereafter to cause notices of the completion thereof, to be 
posted up in three of tbe most public places4n the district, and 
80 located as' to be most likely to give notice to the inhabit- 
ants thereof, and shall designate in such notices a convenient 
place in such district, where tbe said trustees, or one of 
them will attend from one to five o'clock in the afternoon, 
at least once in each week for two successive weeks, on a 
day also to be specified in such notice, to receive payment of 
the taxes mentioned in such tax list; and it shall be the duty 
of the said trustees or one of them to attend accordingly, and 
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any person may pay his tarxes to such trustee at the time and 
place designated, or at any other time and place to any trus- 
tee having the said tax list and warrant, within fifteen days 
from the first posting of the said notices. 
Tax lift to ^^' 125 — % 100. It shall be the duty of the said trustees 
^delivered after the expiration of the said fifteen days, to deliver the 

* *^ "* said tax list and warrant to the collector of the district, and 

such collector is hereby authorized and directed to proceed 
and collect the unpaid taxes remaining in said tax lists, in the 
nianner provided by law, and shall pay over to the said trus- 
tees, all the moneys collected or received by him on such tax 
SweoS^ list within thirty days from the time of the receipt of such 
warrant and tax list, and such collector shall be entitled to 
receive five per cent fees on each dollar by them respectively 
collected, which said fees shall be collected with such un- 
paid taxes from the several and respective persons named in 
said tax list. 
Forfeiture JVo. l26 — § 101. If by tlie neglect of any collector, any 
orn*geci. ggj^Q^] moneys shall be lost to any school district, which might 
have been collected within the time limited in the warrant de- 
livered to him for their collection, he shall forfeit to such dis- 
trict the full amount of the moneys thus lost, and shall ac- 
count for and pay over the same to the trustees of such dis- 
trict, in the same manner as if they had been collected. 
Trasteet JVo. 127 — § 102. For the recovery of all forfeitures, and of 

balances in the hands of a collector which he shall have 
neglected to pay over, the trustees of the district may sue 
in their name of office, and shall be entitled^ to recover the 
same with interest and costs ; and the moneys recovered 
shall be applied by them in the same manner as if paid 
without suit. 
Authority of JVb. 1 28-^ 1 03. Any collector to whom any such tax list and 
warrant.** Warrant may be delivered for collection, may execute the 
same in any other district or town in the same coupty, or in 

• any other county, where the district is a joint district, and 
composed of territory from adjoining counties, in the same 
manner, and with the like authoritv as in the district in 
which the trustees issuing the said warrant may resif^e, and 
for the benefit of which said tax is intended to be collected, 
and the bail or sureties of any collector given for the faithful 
performance of his official duties, are hereby declare(i and 
made liable for any moneys received or collected on any such 
tax list and warrant, and may be prosecuted for the recovery 
thereof. 

Blank bookg JVo. 129 — § 104. It shall be the duty of the trustees of school 

J^^gJ?' districts, to procure for the use of their district, two bound 

trustees, blank books from time to time, as shall be necessary, in one 

of which the accounts of all jBoneys received and paid by 
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th« trustees, and a statement of all moveable property be- 
longing to the district, shall be entered at large, and signed 
by such trustees, at or before each annual meeting: in such ^^ 
district. In the other of the said books, the teachers shall be registered 
enter the names of the scholars attending school, and the 
number of days they shall have respectively attended, and 
also the days on which such school shall have been inspected 
by the town superintendent ; which entries shall be verified 
by the oath or affirmation of the teachers, and shall consti- 
tute 4))e list on which rate bills shall be apportioned. The 
said books shall be preserved by the trustees as the property 
of the district, and shall be delivered to their successors* 

JVb. 130— § 105. Where the necessary fuel lor the school of^^^ 
any district shall not be provided, by means of a tax on the 
inhabitants of the district, it shall be the duty of every person 
sending a child to the school, to provide his just proportion 
of such fuel. 

JVb. 131—^ 106. The proportion of fuel which every person JJJJ'ijJ^.®^ 
sending children, to the school, shall be liable to provide, mined, 
shall be determined by the trustees of the district, according 
to the number of children sent by each ; but such indigent 
persons as in the judgment of the trustees, shall be unable to 
provide the same, shall be exempted from such liability. 

JV'o. 1 32 — § 107. If any person liable to provide such fuel, when troe- 
shall omk to provide the same, on notice from any one of such n^ ^ 
trustees, it shall be the duty of the trustees to furnish such JjJjJJgJ^^*' 
fuel, and to charge the person so in default the value of the 
fuel so furnished. 

JVb. 133 — § 108 Such value may be added to the rate bill of 15. 
the moneys die for instruction, and may be Qollected there- 
with, and in the same manner ; or the trustees may sue for 
and recover the same, in their own names, with costs of suit. 

JVb. 134 — § 109. When the trustees of any school district cenain 
are required or authorized by law, or by vote of their district, ^,",^"^2*^^^ 
to incur any expense for such district, and when any expenses raised by 
incurred by them are made by express provision of law a 
charge upon such district, they may raise the amount thereof 
by tax in the same manner as if the definite sum to be raised 
had been voted by a district meeting, and the same shall be 
collected and paid over in the same manner. 

JVb. 135 — ^ 1 10. The warrant issued and annexed to any tax Warrant, 
list or rate bill, shall be under the hands of* the trustees of 
the district or a majority of them, and it shall not be neces- 
sary for the said trustees to affix their seals to any such 
warrant. 

JVb. 136-§ 111. The warrants issued by the trustees of school Manner of 
districts for the collection of any district tax authorized to ijo^c"tfng*^ 
be levied, raised and collected by this title, or f Ar the coUec- *•*«»• 
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tton of any district school rate bill shall have the like force 
Bad effect as warrants issued by boards of supervisors of 
counties to collectors of taxes in towns ; and the collector 
to whom any such warrant may be delivered for collection 
is hereby authorized and required to collect from every per- 
son in such tax list or rate bill named, the sum therein set 
opposite to his name, or the amount due from any person or 
persons specified therein, in the same manner that collectors 
are authorized to collect town and couaty charges. 
Trustees JV'o. J 37 — ^ 112. If the sum or sums af money, payable by 
warrants or any person named in such tax list or rate bill, shall not be paid 
Sfloti!*" by him, or collected by such warrant within the time therein 
limited, it shall and may be lawful for the trustees to renew 
such warrant, in respect to such delinquent person ; or in 
case such person shall not reside within thd.r district, at the 
time of m^aking out a tax list or rate bill, or shall not reside 
therein at the expiration of such warrant, and no goods or 
chattels can be found therein whereon to levy the same ; the 
trustees may sue for and recover the same, in their name of 
office. 
Error in tax JVo. 138 — § 113. Whenever the trustees of any school dis- 
biiis^how^ trict shall discover any error in a tax list or rate bill made out 
•onrecied. jjy them, they may with the approbation and consent of the 
state superintendent, after refunding any amount that may 
have been improperly collected on such tax list or rate bill, 
if the same shall be required, amend and correct such tax 
list or rate bill, in conformity to law ; and whenever more 
than one renewal of a warrant for the collection of any tax 
list or rate bill, may become necessary in any district, the 
trustees may make such further renewal, with the written 
approbation of the town superintendent of the town in which 
the school house of said district shall be located, to be en- 
dorsed upon such warrant. 
ProoeedinRs JVo. 139 — ^ 1 14. If the moneys apportioned to a district by 
Miperim^. ^he town Superintendent shall not have been paid, it shall be 
ems with- t^g jyty of the trustees thereof, to brinff a suit for the recov- 

hold moneys J . i . • i ^ • i 

ery of the same, with mterest, agamst the town supermtendent 
in whose hands the same shall be, or to pursue such other 
remedy for the recovery thereof, as is or shall be given by 
law. 

Of the annual reports of trustees^ their duties and liabilities. 

'^^TS"* ^^' ^^^ — ^ ^ ^^* '^^^ trustees of each school district shall, 
taes. between the first and fifteenth days of January, in every year, 

make and transmit a report, in writing, to the town superin- 
tendent for such town, dated on the first day of January, in 
the year in which it shall be transQiitted. 
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JVb. 14 1 — § 116. Every such report, signed and certified by ^^ ^^^ 
a majority of the trustees making it, shall be delivered to the 
town superintendent, and shall specify, 

1. The whole time any school has been kept in their dis- 
trict during the year ending on the day prerious to the date ^ comenu. 
of such report, and distinguishing what portion of the time 

such school has been kept by qualified teachers : 

2. The amount of moneys received from the town super- 
intendent duri/ig such year, and the manner in which such 
moneys have heed expended : 

3. The number of children taught in the district during 
such year, and the name and age of each child : 

4. The name and ageof each child residing in the district on 
the last day of December pr^evious tP the making of such re-^ 
port, over the age of five years, and under sixteen years of age, 
(except Indian children otherwise provided for by law,) and 
the names oi the parents or other persons with whom such 
chiidreB shall respectively reside, and the number of chil- 
dren residing with each : 

6. The amount of money paid for teachers' wages, in ad- 
dition to the public money paid therefor, the amount of taxes 
levied in said district for purchasing school-house sites, fof 
building, hiring, purchasing, repairing and insuring school- 
houses, for fuel, for supplying deficiencies in rate bills, for 
district libraries, or for any other purpose allowed by law, 
and such other information in relation to the schools and the 
districts as the superintendent of common schools may from 
time to time require. 

•^0. 142-'§ 117. It shall be not lawful for the trustees of any Paapen and 
sdiool district to include in their annual returns the names ^^*^. 
of any children who are supported at a county poor-house, or J,""^gt"'JJiJJ 
orphan asylum. 

JVh. 143-§ 118. The annual reports of trustees of school dis- Giuidi«ii to 
tricts, of children residing in their district, shall include all £*aiS!Sl3tS 
over five and under sixteen years of age, who shall, at the port* of mw- 
date of such report, actually be in the district, composing a 
part of the family of their parents or guardians, or employ- 
ers, if such parents, guardians, or employers reside at the 
time in such district, although such residence be temporary, 
but such report shall not include children belonging to the 
family of any person who shall be an inhabitant of any other 
district in this state, in which such children may by law be 
included in the reports of its trustees. 

JVo. 144 — § 119. The trustees of school districts shall not Indian cwi- 
enumerate and include in their annual reports any Indian be^i^<aiSJk • 
c)iildreil residing on Imlian reservations where schools are 
taught. 
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chiidTwn ea- ^^' '^ — h ^^O* ^^^ childreo inclnikd in the Feports of the 
unA hooilk ^^^^^^ ^^ ^°y ^^^ school district shall be entitled to attend 
the schools of such district ; and wheneyer it shall be neces- 
sary for the accommodation of the children in any district, 
the trustees thereof may hire^ temporarily , any room or 
rooms for the keepinf; of schools therein, and the expense 
thereof shall be a charge upon such district, 
Dwtrict J^^^ 146 — § 121. Where a school district is formed out of 

JjJJ'Sf ^ two or more adjoining towns, it shall be the duty of the trus- 
towns how tees of such district to make and transmit a report to the town 
^ superintendent for each of the towns out of which such dis- 

trict shall be formed^ within the same time, and in the same 
manner, as is required by sections one hundred and fifteen, 
and one hundred and sixteen of this act ; distinguishing the 
number of children over the age of fi^e and under sixteen 
years, residing in each part of a district which shall be in a 
differejiit town from the other parts, and the number of chil* 
dren taught, and the amount of school moneys received from 
each part of the district. 
Separate J^o. 147 — ^ 122. Where any neighborhood shall be set off 
ho!Sl^how^y ^^^^j ^^^ inhabitants of such separate neighborhood shall 
to report, annually meet together and choose one trustee; whose duty it 
shall be every year, within the time limited for making dis- 
trict reports, to make and transmit a report in writing, bear-* 
iog date on the first day qf January, in the year in which it 
shall be transmitted to the town superintendent of the town 
fro^m which such neighborhood shall be set off, specifying 
the number of children over the age of five and under six- 
teen years, residing in such neighborhood, the amount of 
moneys receiyed from the town superintendent since the 
date of last report, and the manner in which the same has 
been expended. 

Penalty fer '^^' ^^^ — ^ ^^^' ^^^H tmstce of a schooI district, or sepa- 
rate report, rate neighborhood, who shall wilfully sign a false report to the 
town superintendent of his town,'with the intent of causing 
such town superintendent to apportion and pay to his dis- 
trict or neighborhood, a larger sum than its just proportion 
of the school moneys of the town, shall for each offence, for- 
feit the sum of twenty-five dollars, and shall also be deemed 
g«ilty of a misdemeanor, 
of *^^' ^^® — ^ ^^* ^^^ property now; Tesited in the trustees of 
diAtrietahowahy school district, for the use of schools in the district, or 
^^^ which may be hereafter transferred to such trustees for that 

purpose, shall be held by them as a corporation. 

^^ JVb. 160 — ^ 126. The trustees of each school district shall, 

account an- ouce in oach year rendef to the district,. at its annual district 

nuaiiy. meeting,* a just and true account in writing, of all moneys 

received by them respectively for the use of their district ; 
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Und of xht lAsinner in which the same shall have be^n ex^ 
pended, which accotint shall be delivered to the dtstrieft 
clerk) and be filed atid recorded by him. 

JVb. 161 — % 126. Any balance of such moneys, which shall Balance pud 
appear from such account to remain in the hands of the lii"^*^**" 
trustees, or either of theto, at the time of rendering the ac- 
count, shall immediately be paid to some one or more of 
their successors in office. 

JVb. 152 — § 127. Every trustee who shall refuse or neglect porfeitnre 
to render suck account, or to pay over any balance so found *•' >»»'•««• 
in his hands, shall for each offence forfeit the sum of twen- 
ty-five dollars. 

Jfo. 163— § 128. It shall be the duty of his successors in How proce- 
office to prosecute, without delay, in their name df office, for®^****- 
the recovery of such forfeiture ; and the moneys recovered 
dhall be applied by them to the use and benefit of their dis- 
trid; schools. 

JVb. 154 — \ 129. Such successors shall also have the same re- Remedy 
ttiedies for the recovery of any unpaid balance in the hands nSMS«i!w' 
of a former trustee, or his representatives, as are given to 
the town superintendent against a former town superintend- 
ent and his representatives ; and the moneys recovered shall 
be applied by them to the use of their district, in the same 
manner as if they had been paid without suit. 

JVo, 155 — § 130. Every trustee of a school district who Tnutee in 
shall, while in office, neglect or refuse annually to render an ^*by**^ 
account of the moneys received by him as such trustee, shall ^^^J**" 
for each offence forfeit the sum of twenty five dollars; and it neglect 
shall be the duty of the town superintendent of the town in 
which such trustee may reside, to prosecute, without delay, 
in his name of office, for the recovery of such forfeiture ; and 
the moneys recovered shall be applied by such superintend- • 

ent to the use and benefit of the district school of the district 
to which such defaulting trustee shall belong. 

JVb. 156 — ^ 131. Such town superintendent shall also have Remedy to 
the same remedies for the recovery of any unpaid balance of |^^^°p^ 
moneys, in the hands of such delinquent trustee, in office, as 
are given to the town superintendents in office, against a 
former town superintendent; and the moneys recovered shall 
be applied by such town superintendent to the use of the 
district to whicb the same may belong, and be paid over to 
the trustee or trustees of such district, who are not in de- 
feult. 

JVb. 157 — 5 132. Any person conceiving himself aggrieved Appeals to 

in consequence of any decision made: dentofeon- 

1. By any school district meeting: mon aciiooi^ 

2. By the town superintendent in the forming or altering, 
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or in refusing to form or alter any school district^ or in re- 
fusing to pay any scliool moneys to any such district: 

3. By the trustees of any district, in paying any teacher, 
or refusing to pay him, or in refusing to admit any scholar 
gratuitously into any school: 

4. Or concerning any. other matter under the present title 
may appeal to the superintendent, who is hereby authorized 
and required to examine and decide the same, and the decis- 
ion of the state superintendent shall be final and conclusive. 

Of school district libraries. 

JVb. 158— § 133. The taxable inhabitants of each school dis- 
^LTubr^. trict in the state, shall have power when lawfully assembled 
at any district meeting, to lay a tax on the district not ex* 
ceeding ten dollars^ in any one year, for the purchase of a 
district library, consisting of surh books as they shall in 
their district meeting direct, and such further sum as they 
may deem necessary for the purchase of a book case: The 
intention to propose such tax, shall be stated in the notice 
required to be given of such meeting. 

JVb. 159 — § 134. The clerk of the district, or such other 
person as the taxable inhabitants may at their annual meet- 
ing designate and appoint by a majority of yotes, shall be 
the librarian of the district, and shall have the care and cus- 
tody of the library, under such regulations as the inhabitants 
may adopt for his government. 

JVb. 160 — \ 135. The taxes authorized by the foregoing 
section to be raised, shall be assessed and collected in the 
same manner as a tax for building a school house. 

J\ro. 161 — § 136. The sum of f fty-five thousand dollars, to- 
gether with an equal sum to be raised in the, towns, and 
directed .to be distributed to the several school districts of 
this state, by the fourth section of chapter two hundred and 
tthirty-seren, of the laws of eighteen hundred and thirty- 
eight, shall continue to be applied to the purchase of books 
for a district library, until otherwise directed ; but whenever 
the number of volumes in the district library of any district, 
numbering over fifty children between the apjes of five and 
sixteen years, shall exceed one hundred ahd twenty-five ; or 
of any district numbering fifty children or less, between the 
said ages, shall exceed one hundred volumes, the inhabitants 
of the district qualified to vote therein, may, at a special or 
annual meeting duly notified for that purpose, by a majority 
of votes, appropriate the whole, or any part of the library 
money belonging to the district for the current year, to the 
purchase of maps, globes, black-boards, or other scientific 
apparatus, for the use of the school: And in every^ district 
having the required number of volumes in the district libra- 
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ry, and tbe maps, globes, black-boards, and otber apparatus 
aforesaid, the said moneys, with the approbation of the state 
superintendent, may be applied to the payment of teachers' 
wages. 

Jro, 162-—^ 137. The trustees of every school district shall ^^^^ ^^^ 
be trustees of the library of such district; and the property teesofUbra- 
of all books therein, and of the case and other appurtenan* "**' 
ces thereof, shall be deemed to be vested m such trustees, so 
as to enable them to maintain any action in relation to the 
same: It shall be their duty to preserve such books and 
keep them in repair; and the expenses incurred for that pur- 
pose, may be included in any tax list tqi be made out by 
them as trustees of a district, and added to any tax voted by 
a district meeting, and shall be collected and paid over in the 
same manner: The librarian of any district library shall be 
subject to the directions of the trustees thereof, in all mat-* 
ters relating to the preservation of the books and appurte- 
nances of the library, and may be removed from office by 
them for wilful disobedience of such directions, or for any 
wilful neglect of duty. 

JVo. 163 — ^ 138. Trustees of school districts shall be liable LiabOity of 
to their successors for any neglect or omission, in relation to *""*®««' 
the care and superintendence of district libraries, by which 
any books therein are lost or injured, to the full amount of 
snch loss or injury in an action on the case, to be brought by 
such successors in their name of office. 

JVb. 164 — ^ 139. A set of general regulations respecting the Regmatiom 
preservation of school district libraries, the delivery of them ^Ihj"^^"*' 
by librarians and trustees to their successors in office, the use 
of them by the inhabitants of the district, the number of vol- 
umes to be tak^n by any one person at any one time or du- 
ring any term, the periods of their return, the fines and pen- 
alties that may be imposed "^by the trustees of such libraries 
for not returning, for losing or destroying any of the books* 
therein, or for soiling, defacing, or injuring them, and the 
conditions upon which any school district may apply the li- 
brary money to the payment of teachers' wages, may be 
framed by the state superintendent, and printed copies there- 
of shall be funiisbed to each school district of the state ; 
which regulations shall be obligatory upon all persons and 
officers having charge of such libraries, or using or possess- 
ing any of the books thereof: Such fines may be recovered 
in an action of debt, in the name of the trustees of any such J^JSJerST ^ 
library, of the person on whom they are imposed, except 
such person be a minor; in which case they may be recov- 
ered of the parent or guardian of such minor, unless notice 
in writing shall have been given by such parent or guardian 
to the trustees of suth library, that they will not be respoa- 
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ttUe for any books delirered aucb mioer: And persons with 

whom such minors reside shall be liable in the sam^ manner 
and to the same extent, in cases where the parent of such 
minor does not reside in the district. 

Awe«is to *^^* ^^ — ^ ^*^' ^^y P^*'^'* conceiTing himself aggrieved 
•uperioten- I^y any act or decision of any trustees of school districts, 
concerning district libraries, or the books therein^ or the use 
of such books, or of any librarian, or of any, district meeting 
in relation to th*eir school library, may appeal to the state 
superintendent in the same manner as provided by law. 
Joint libra- JVo. 166 — § 141. The legal voters in any two or mor^ ad- 
oTmorediiK J^^^^S districts u^y, in such cases as may be approved by 
tricti. the town superintendent, unite tlieir library moneys and funds 
as they shall be received or. collected, and purchase a joint 
library for the use of the inhabitants of such districts, which 
shall be selected by the trustees thereof, or by such persons 
as they shall designate, and shall be under the charge of a 
librarian to be appointed by them ; and the foregoing pro- 
visions of this act shall be applicable to the said joint libra- 
ries, except that the property in them shall be deemed to be 
vested in all the trustees, for the time being, of the districts 
so united. And in case any such distj^iot shall desire to di- 
vide such library, such division shall be made by the trustees 
of the two districts whose libraries are so united, and in case 
they cannot agrees then such division shall be made by the 
town superintendent. 
wh«n JVo. 167 — § 142. Where, by reason of the non-compliance 

bSfwith- ^i^b the conditions prescribed by law, the library money 
held state fihM be withheld from any school district, the same may be 
dent may di. distributed amoug other districts complying with such condi- 
pfSaUonT tions, or may be retained and paid subsequently to the dis- 
trict from which the same was withheld, as shall be di- 
rected by the state superintendept according to the circum- 
•stances of the case. 
When itate J^<^* J 68-^ 143. The state superintendent whenever request- 
soperinten- ^j ^y jjjg trustecs of s school district, under the directions 

dent may •©•^Tii #»ii«' i i«i /• 

iectiii>n- Qt the legal voters ,of such district, may select ,a library for 
their use, and cau^e the same to be delivered to, the clerk pf 
the county in which such district is situated, at its ex- 
pense. ' 
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Of certain duties of the county clerks, 

Sec. 172.— County cleric to report to iht sapor ioteii4mitoC eommOBfehooif) 
whmt, and when. 

Sac 173.-*Ky>rreitive for ae^Iectiiier U. 

Sec. 174.— Who to prosecute for it, and where ^aid when recoYered. 

Sbc. 175.— Duty of county clerk when commissioners [town superinten- 
dents] do ftOt report. 

JVo. 169—^ 172. [§ 112J. It shall be the duty of e>chTo trwismil 
county clerk, between the first day of August and the first >«»'«>i '«- 
day of October, in every year, to make and transmit to the 
superintendent of common schools, a report in writing, con- 
taining the whole number of towns in his county, distin- 
guishing the towns from which the necessary reports have 
been, made to him by the town superintendent of common 
schools, and containing abstracts of all such reports in such 
form ^6 the state superintendent shall direct. [Amended by 
•§8ofchap. 358, of 1847.1 

JVi, 170— § 173. [^ 113|. Every clerk who shall refuse Penalty for 
or neglect to make such report, within the period so limited, ^^*^^ 
shall, for each offence, forfeit the sura of one hundred dollars 
to the use df the school fund of the state, 

Jfo. 171—^ 174. [§ 114]. It shall be the duty of the su-ho^ p^. 
perintendent of common schools to prosecute without delay, JJSf^Jf* 
in his name of office, for such forfeiture, and to pay the 
fooneys recovered, into the treasury of the state, to the credit 
of the school fund. 

JVo, 172 — ^ 144. It shall be the duty of each county clerk, ^^^^^^ ^ 
immediately after the first day of August in every year, in tow* clerk, 
case the town superintendent of any town in his county 
shall have neglected to make to him his annual report, to 
give notide of such neglect to the clerk of the town, who 
shall immediately notify such town superintendent for the 
purpose of making his report.' 

JUisceUimemti pramtimi connected with the foregoing ar- 

iicks. 

Jfo, }73 — § 145. Town superintendents, trustees^ collectors y,^^^ 
and clerks of school districts, refusing or wilf^Uy neglecting «<»^ ^- 
Xo make any report, or to perform any other duty re<|uiF6dieet«fd«Sf 
by law, or by ce^ulatioos or decisions made under the au- 
thority of liny statute, shall severally ^rfeit to their town^ 
or to their district as the case i&ay be, for the u^e oif the oom- 
inon schools therein, the sum of ten dollars for each SHchi|v>be„«d 
neglect or refusal, which. penalty sliall be sued for and col-^<?^7^'- 
lected bj the supervisor of the town, and paid oyer to the town. 

(k) Laws of %9tl, ehap* 4(|[^ S 144; 
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proper officers to be distriboted for the benefit of the eoo»» 
mon schools in the town or district to which such penalty 
belongs; and when the share of school or library money ap- 
portioned to any town or district, or school or any portions 
thereof, or any money to which a town or district would have 
been entitled, shall be lost in consequence of any wilful neg- 
lect of official duty by any town superintendent or trustees- 
or clerks of school districts, the officer^ guUty of sucb neg- 
lect shall forfeit to the town or district the full amount, witb 
interest, of the moneys so lost; and they shall be jointly and 
severally liable for the payment of such forfeiture. 

JVo. 174 — ^ 146. In any suit which shall hereafter be com- 
.SiSwSln wenced against town superintendents or officers of school 
cwtjun »«"«■ districts, for any act performed by virtue of, or under color 
iM^i offi- of their offices, or for any refusal or omission to perfortn any 
^^'^ duty enjoined by law, and which might have been the sub- 

ject of an appeal to the superintendent, no costs shall be al- 
lowed to the plaintiff in cases where the court shall certify 
that it appeared on the' trial of the cause that the defendants 
acted in good faith. But this provision shall not extend to 
suits for penalties, nor to suits of proceedings to«enforce the 
decisions of the superintendent. 
Provision in No, 175 — § l.a Whenever a suit shall have bc^n com- 
JJJJj^f '^menced or shall hereafter be commenced against any of the 
wienced. officers of a school district for any act performed by virtue 
of, or under color of their office, and such suit shall have 
been finally determined, it shall be the duty of the trustees 
to ascertain in the manner hereinafter described, the actual 
amount of all the costs, charges and expenses paid by such 
officer, and to cause the same to be assessed upon and col- 
lected of the taxable inhabitants of said district in the same 
manner as other taxes of said district are by law assessed and 
collected, and when so collected, to pay the same over to 
the officer by virtue of this act entitled to receive the same; 
but this provision shall not extend to miits for penalties, nor 
suits or proceedings to enforce the decisions of the superin- 
tendent. 
pwswispny- No, 176— § 2. Whenever any person mentioned in the 
*"» ^TSi*** ^^^ section of this act shall have paid any costs, charges or 
•eeooat expeBscs as mentioned in said first section, he shall make 
!^.^ ^ out an account of such charges, costs and expenses so paid 
by him, giving the items thereof, and verify the same by his 
oath or affiilnation ; he shall serve a copy of said account so 
sworn to, upon the trustees of the district against which 
such claim shall be made, together with a notice in writing 
that on a certain day therein specified, he will present such 

(a) Lmwi of 1847, ebap. 172, ih^^ ^- 
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account to the board of supervisors of the county in vhieh 
such school district shall be situated, for settlement at some 
legal meeting of such board; and it shall be the duty of the 
officer upon whom such copy, account and notice shall be 
served, to attend hi the time and place in such notice specie 
fied, to protect the rights and interests of such district upon 
" Buch settlement* 

No. \11 — ^ 3. Upon the appearance of the parties, or upon ^^ ^^^ 
due pro^f of service of the notice and copy of account men- when to be 
tioned in second section of this art, if tbe said board shall supervison. 
be of opinion that such account or any portion thereof ought 
justly to be paid to the claimant, such board n^ay by an or- 
der to he made by a majority of all the members elected to 
the same, and to be entered in its minutes, require such ac- 
count or such part thereof as such board shall be of opinion 
ought justly to be paid to the claimant, by such district to 
be so paid ; but no portion of such account shall be so or- 
dered io be paid which shall appear to the said board to 
have arisen from the wilful neglect or misconduct of the 
claimant. The account, with the oath of the party claiming 
the same, shall be p^ima iacie evidence of the correctness 
thereof^ The board may adjourp the hearing from time to 
time as justice sfiall seem to require. 

No. 178 — § 4. It shall be the duty of the trustees of any ^ ^^ ^^ 
school .district, within thirty days after service of a copy ofdertobeen- 
>eiich order upon them to cause the same to be entered at Jict records. 
length in the book of records of said district, and to issue to 
the collector of said district a warrant for the collection of 
the amount so directed to be paid, in the same manner and 
with tbelike force and effect as upon a tax voted by said 
district. 

No. 179 — § 1.6 No person shall wilfully disturb, interrupt j^.^^^^^^^ 
or disquiet any assemblage of persons met at any school dis- whoois pro. 
trict, with the assent of the trustees of I he school district, *"******* 
for the purpose of receiving instruction in any of the iMranch- 
es of education usually taught in the common schools of this 
atate^ or in the science of music. 

No. 180 — ^ 2. Whoever shall violate the provisions of the peodtr. 
foregoing section, may be tried before any justtpe of the 
peace of the county, or any mayor, alderman, recorder, or 
other magistrate of any city where the offence shall be com- 
mitted; and upon conviction^ shall forfeit a sum not exceed- 
ing twenty^five dollars, for the use aufd benefit of the school 
district in which such ofience shall be committed. 

No. 181 — § 3. It sktil be the duty of the truslees of any Tnyeei to 
sdiQol district in which any such <^»ce ^all be comiiitted, i*^*^"^ - 



(b) Lawf of 1845, <dwp. 228^ § 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 
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to prosecute sueh offender befeie any officer haTiDg' cogni* 
zence of such offence. 

Deli nent ^^* ^^^ — ^ ** ^^ ^^^ jfceraoD eonvicled of the offence 
maybe herein prohibited, shall not immediately pay the p^alty in* 
committed, ^yp^gj^ ^j^jj ^jj^ ^^g^g ^f coBTiclion, or gtve seonrity, to th« 

satisfaction of- the officer before whom such conviction shall 
be had, for the payment of the said penalty and eotits witkin 
twenty days thereafter, be shall be committed by warrant to 
the common jail of the county, until the same be paid, or for 
such term, not exceeding thirty days, an shall be specified in 
such warrant. 
jttry trial. ^^* 183—*-^ 5. It shall and may be lawful for any person 
who may be complained of for a violation of the provisions 
of this act, to demand of such magistrate that he may be 
tried by a jury. Upon such demand, it shall be the duty of 
such officer to issue a Tenire to the proper officer, command* 
ing him to summon the same number of jurors, aiid in the 
same manner, and the said court shall proceed toempannel a 
jury for the trial of said cause, in the same manner and sub^ 
ject to all the rules and regulstions prescribed in the* act pro^ 
Tiding for the trials by jury in courts of special sessioi». 
JW>. 184 — ^ 147* A school for colored children may be e^ 
coio^ chii. tablished in any city or town of this state, with approbation 
^^^'^' of the commissioners 01* town superintendent of such city or 
town, which shall be under the eharge of the trustees of the 
district in which such school shall be kept; and in places where 
BO aebool districts exist, or where from any cause it may be 
expedient, such school may be placed in charge of trustees to 
be appointed by the commissioners or town superintendent of 
^ common schools of the town or city, and if there be none, 

to be appointed by the state superintendent. Returns shall 
he made by the trustees of such schools to the town super* 
intendent at the salne time and in the same manner as now 
provided by law ia relation to districts; and they shall par- 
ticulafly specify the number of colored children over five and 
undei' sixteen years of age, attending such; school from di^^ 
ferent distr.cts, naming such districts respecttv^ly, and the 
number from each. The town superintendent shall appor- 
tion and pay over to the trustees of such schools, a portion 
of tkfi money received by them annually, in the same loaii- 
aer as now provided by law in respect to sehool districts, 
allowing to sueh sehods the proper proportion for each child 
aver five and under sixteen yenrs, who shall have been in- 
structed in such aefaoel at least four months by a teacher db- 
)y lieense^f and shall deduictsuch proportion from the amount 
that would have hee» apportien^idf to the district to which 
8tt«h child belongs; and in his report to the state supe rint e n d- 
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ent, the town superintendent shall specially designate the 
ischools for colored children in his town or city. 

No. 185 — ^ 148. The state superintendent may cause to be ^^ 
printed a sufficient number of forms of reports by trustees of printed and 
school districts and town superintendents and of lists of pu- ^^»*'°*®*'- 
pils attending schools, and cause them to be transmitted to 
the several county clerks, for the use of those officers and 
of teachers of schools; and he shall cause title second of 
chapter fifteen and part first of the Revised Statutes to be 
printed, and shall insert therein all acts and parts of acts 
which have been passed by the legislature, connected with 
the subjects -of the said title, which are now in force ; and 
where any provisions of the said title have been altered by 
the subsequent acts, such provisions shall be varied so as to 
make them conformable to such alterations ; but the original 
numbers of the sections shall be indicated in such mode as 
he shall judge proper, except as herein amended or altered. 
Copies of the said title so amended shall be transmitted to 
the town superintendent, and all other officers charged with 
the performance of any duty under its provisions, with such 
explanations and instructions as may be deemed expedient. 

No. 186 — § 149. The superintendent of common schools is j^^^j^^j.^^ 
hereby authorized and directed to cause to be printed in a for execai- 
pamphlet form, as many copies of this act and of the forms"** Uutact. 
necessary to be used under its provisions as he may deem suffi- 
cient for the information of the trustees of common schools 
and to cause the same to be distributed for that purpose. 

No. 187-6 160. All such provisions of law IBS are repuQ:nantT 
to or m consistent with the provisions of this title, are hereby nant, &c., io 
repealed; but nothing herein contained shall be so constrv.ed iaoo^thc*'^' 
as to impair or affect any of the local provisions respecting ^Zli^ '^^' 
the organization and management of schools in any of the 
incorporated cities or villages or towns of this state, except as 
ihe same are affected by the next preceding section of this act. 
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STATUTES RELATING TO COMMON SCHOOLS. 



The figures relate to the several sections as numbered. 



A. 

Alteration of School Districts* 

Without consent of trustees when to take effect, 70 

Annual Meeting of School Districts. 

Provision for holding, • • »•*••%• • * • • . 90 

When omitted, special meeting may be called and how, . ••• . 91 

When superintendent may order meeting, ••• 93 

When trustees may fix day for, • ^ 93 

Po\i^ers of inhabitants when lawfully assembled, 87, 96, 98, 99, 

109, 158 
Proceedings of, not invalidated by defective notice unless wil- 
ful and fraudulent, • • • • • 94 

Notice of, how to be given and what to contain,. .79, 89, 106, 107 

Appeals from proceedings of, to superintendent, .•••..»••• • • 157 

■^District librarian to be chosen at, . / 87 

Qualifications of voters at, . • • • • • 84 to 86 



Annual tleports. 



« 



Of superinten<knt, what to contain, 1 

Of town superintendent of common schobls, to be made be* 

tween 1st July and 1st August, 44 

What to contain, 44 

Of trustees of school districts, 140, 141 

Of trustees of joint districts, 148 
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46 INDEX TO STATUTES. 

Ho* 

Of trustee of separate neighborhood, 147 

Of trustees of colored schools, 184 

Of county clerks, 169 

Forms of, to be transmitted to trustees, &c., by superinten- 
dent, 12, 185 

Proceedings and penalties in case of neglect of town superin- 
tendents to make, ••• •••••• «••••••• 45, 47, 48 

Penalty for trustees making fake report, 148 

Public money not to be apportioned to districts from which no 

sufficient annual report shall h.\vc been reoeiTed. « j 38 

Apparatus. 
For schools may be purchased, « .* 87 

Appeals* 
To superintendent, 157, 165 

Appendages to School House. 

Taxes for, 87 

To be provided by trustees, . • . • • 107 

Apportionment of School Moneys. 

When to be ma^ie by superintendent, ••••••••• 6 

Ratio o£^ ...\ » • • .••!»•••, 7 

Increase of school monejrs when and how to be apportioned, » i 8 
Proceedings when census is deleetive^ .«•••••••.. 4 ••**«•• • 9 

Proceedings on erection or division of towns, «••••*••• 10 

To be certified to comptroller and county olerks, ••••«».•,•«•. 11 

Library fund to be annually apportioned, amount of, and how ' 
to be appropriated, ..«. •••••• ••.•••••••»••••««••••• 161 

When and how to be apportioned by town superintcsid^iitfl 
among the several districts, .••••«*•*«••>.•«••*••.*•« 33 

Conditions of apportionment «nd when to be withheld^ 35, 86, 38 
To be equitably adjusted by town superiatende&ts in case of 
alteration or formation of districts aft^ date of annual re- 
port, 40, 4K 

Disposition of moneys uncalled for in the hands of town super- 
intendents for one and two years, ••.•••••••v. 42, 43 

To be directed by superintendent in eertain oatws of accidental 

ottdssion or non-compliance with law, •%••%•*«« •• B9 

Arms and Accoutrements. 

When and to what extent exeftipt from warrants of collect- 
ors, 398^(note.) 



INDEX TO STATUTES. 47 

Ho. 

Assessments* % 

Of school moneys by board of supervisors on their ^several ' 
towns, • • 20 

Assasment of Taxes* 
See Taxes and "Tax List — ^Trustees. 

Assesswent Roll of Town. 
Valuation of taxable property to be taken from, .••• •• 121 

Authentications. 
Of papers, acts and decisions of superintendent, • 6 

B. 

Black Boards. 
Districts authorized to impose taxes for purchase of, 87 

Blank Books. 

Tp be provided by trustees for use of districts, and what to 

contain,* . • • • • • • • 129 

• Board of Supervisors, 

To assess an amount upon each town equal to that apportion- 
ed by superintendent, • 20 

To require collector to pay such amount when collected, to 

commisioners, • 21 

To hold special meeting in case of deficiency in amount raised 
the preceding year, for the purpose of supplying such de- 
ficiency,. ...» • ', • S3 

Duty of, on receiving fiom county treasurer, accounts of un- 
paid taxes of non-residents, furn*ished by trustees, » • . • 1 1:8, 120 

JBooA: Case. 
Districts may raise tax for purchase of, for district library, • • • • 158 

Bonds. 

To be given by collector of district when required by trustees, 

and amount and condition of, 128 



4S INDEX TO STATUTES. 

No. 

c. 

Certificates of Teachers. 

To be given by town superintendents, •••••••••, 69 

On what conditions and examination, and in what form,.».,60, 61 

May be annulled by town superintendent on notice, &c., 62 

Certificate of annulment to be filed in town clerk's office, . • • • 64 

Re-examination may be required by inspectors,. • • « • ' 63 

In cases of joint districts, the town superintendent of the town 
in which the school house is situated may grant and an- 
nul certificates,. ^ ••••• 65 

To be given also by superintendent, 4 

Effect of such certificate, ••••• .••«• •••....•••••• 4 

May be annulled by superintendent, • • • 4 

Who to be deemed qualified teachers, 37 

Certificate to be dated within one year of time of employment, 3''' 
To be obtained before commencement of term of employment, 36 

Certificates of apportionment. 
See Apportionments of School Moneys. 

Certificates of Town Superintendents. 

For two or more sites to school house when necessary, 87 

For change of site and removal of school house, 98 

Chamberlain of the City of JVeu?- York, 
When to apply for school money, , 16 

Children. • 

Trustees to report annually number of, residing in the several 
districts, between the ages of 5 and 16 years, and the num- 
ber taught, /••• 141 

Description of children to be included in such reports and enti- 
tled to attend schools, 142, 143, 144, 145 

Schools for colored children, when and how to be established, 

organized and conducted, • . • • • 184 

Clerk of Board of Supervisors. 

To notify special meeting of the board on receiving noliceof 
deficiency in amount of school money raised in the county 
from a majority of said board, 23 
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INDEX TO STATUTES. 40 

Ho. 

To transmit certified copies of resolutions, &c., of board, re- 
specting school moneys, to superintendent, • • • , « • • 24 

€3erk of District. 

Fee District Clerk. 

Trustees of districts to report to, annually, ••• «••••• 140 

Contents of such report, **.,* »«•••« 141 

Trustees of joint districts how to report, .•••»•♦•••«••.••• 146 
Trustee of separate neighborhood how to report, »••••••«•••• 147 

Forfeiture for false report, ••••••••• 148 

Appeals from proceedings of, to superintendent, » • • •••••»••« 267 

Penalties and forfeitures against, for neglect of duty, «•*•«••• 173 

Costs not allowed in certain suits against, •••••• •••••• 174 

To apportion public money to trustees of colored schools and 

specially to designate such schoofs in annual report, . v • • 184 
Forms of reports of, to be forwarded by superintendent, . « . • « 185 

How to apportion library fund, 161 

To have care and superintendence of the gospel and school 

fund, 3; 

ComptridUr. ♦ 

Certificate of apportionment of school moneys to be furnished 

to, by superintendent, ...^ 11 

To pay school moneys annually to the several county treasur- 
ers and the chamberlain of New- York, ...«..•• ^.^ 15 

In conjunction with superintendent to direct the withholding 
of school money wholly or in part, in certain cases of de- 
^ciency in raising an amount equivalent to apportionment^ 
in the several counties, • • . • • • • • • « 24 

To pay county treasurer amount of uncollected non-resident 
taxes in certain cases, and to collect the same by sale as 
in other cases of arrears of taxes ^n non-resideni lands,. • 120 

To audit and pay accounts of superintendent generally, and 
also in the purchase of county maps, and to withhold 
amount paid in the latter case irom' distribution, 14 

CorporatiimB. 

See Incorporated Companies. 

Town saperintenpents and trustees of school districts to be, for 

certain purposes, ••«« ««« 55,98,149 



•0 ISDEX TO STATUTES. 

Vow 

Coits. 

Not recoverable in certain suits against commissioners and offi- 
cers of school districts, . ••• »•• ••••,•#••• 174 

Gmnty Qexk. 

To file and transmit certified copy of apportionment to eotinty 

treasurer and clerk of supervisors^ 19 

To make and transmit to superintendent annual report, what to 

contain, 169 

Penalty for neglect, ••••.. • • • • 170 

Superintendent to prosecute therefor, • • • • • 171 

To give town clerk notice of neglect of town superintendents 
to make and transmit their report within the time required 
by law, ^ 172 

County Poor^Ihust. 

Children supported at, not to be included in report of trus- 
tees, *..•.. 142 

County Treasurer. 

When to apply to comptroller for school moneys, id 

To notify town superintendents of amount apportioned to their 

towns, and hold the same subject to their order,' 17 

To add moneys not called for to amount to be distributed m 

ensuing year, • 18 

To apportion school moneys in certain cases, 22, 43 

Duty of, on receiving from trustees accounts of unpaid taxes of 

non-residents, • • 117 to 120 

Collector. 
See District Collector — ^Town Collector. 

Colored ChUiren^, 
Provisions for establishment and maintenance of schools for,.% 184? 
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D. 



Decisions oj Superintendent. 
On appeal to be final, •.••.. 157 
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INDEX TO STATUTES. SI 

No. 
Districts, 
See School Districts — Inhabitants of School districts. 

■ 

District Meetings, 

See Inhabitants of School Districts — Annual Meetings — Spedal 

Meetings. 

District Cleirk. 

To be chosen by inhabitants when legally assembled, . • • • 87 sub. 3 

Trustees of districts Ineligible) . •• •••• 30 

To notify special meetings of inhabitants when time for hold- 
ing annual meeting has passed without election of offi- 
cers, •••... w 91 

Notice by, in certain cases to state the purpose for which meet- 
ing is called, • • • 89 

Term of office of, , 101 

Vacancy in, how to be supplied,. .••••.•••• •••••• •••••• •• 103 

Forfeiture for refusal to serve, or neglect of duty, 104, 173 

Resignation of, how made, . *. • • ••••••••. •• • • • 105 

To record proceedings of district and reports of trustees, 

106 sub. 1 

To notify special meetings and how, ••••• •• do 2 

To notify adjourneed meetings in certain cases and how, do 3 

To notify annual meeting, • • , do 4 

To preserve records and papers and deliver to succes- 
sor, • • • • • • do 5 

To record votes by ayes and nays on motion to change site of 

school house in certain cases, •••••.••• 98 

To file certificates of exemption of indigent persons, • • 107 

To act as librarian in certain cases, 1. • 159 

District Collector, 

How and when chosen, 87 sub. 3 

Term of office, ••••••.•••.• 101 

Vacancies in, how filled, . • • • 103 

Forfeitures for refusal to serye, neglect of duty and omission to 

execute bond when required, '•••••••••• 104, 173 

May resign, ••• •• » , 106 

Doty of in case of unpaid taxes against non-residents,. •••••• 115 

Jurisdiction ,of, • • ; • • • * 125, 128 

Per centage of, on collections, • • 125 

Duty of, in collection of warrants, 107 sub. 14 

To execute bonds to trustees when required ; amount and con- 
dition of, •••••• 128 



5J| INDEX TO STATUTES. 

Office of, vacated in case of refusal or neglect, and another to 

be appointed by trustees, •••••• . 103 

Forfeiture of, for loss of money by neglect in collection, 126 

To be recovered by trustees, .••• ••• 127 

District Libraries. 

Inhabitants of districts authorized to> levy taxes for, 15S 

Librarian how to be appointed and duties of, 87, 103, 162 

Appropriation for, from revenue of U. S. Deposite Fund 161 

Trustees of district to be trustees of library, powers, duties and 

liabilities of, 162, 163 

Regulations for government and management of, to be pre- « 

scribed by superintendent, • • • • • 164 

Fines how imposed and recovered, 164 

Liability of borrowers, •••••••••**- 1^ 

Appeals respecting, to superintendent, • • • . 165 

Joint libraries how organized by two or more districts, •••.•• 166 
Distribution and application of library moneys, ••••••#••••• 161 

Superintendent may select books for, on request, • 168 

District Librarian. 

District clerk or other person chosen by inhabitants at their an- 
nual meeting, to act as, and to have care and custody of 
library, 4 •••• •••• 159 

To be subject to direction of trustees, removable by them, and 

for what causes, and vacancy how supplied, • • 162 

Regulations of superintendent obligatory upon, • . . • • • 164 

Appeals from, to superintendent, • •••»•• 165 



E. 



Errors in Tax Lists and Rate Bills. 
How corrected,^ •• 138 

Exemptions. 

From taxation for school house in certain cases, 123 

Of indigent persons from rate bills wholly or in part,, •sub. 10 107 
from assessments for fuel, •«.. • •• «••• 131 



INDEX TO STATUTES. 53 

F, 



Fines. 

For loss of or destruction or injury to books in District Libra- 
ry, how imposed and recovered, who liable, and to what 
extent, 164 

FoffeUur€8» 
Ste Penalties and FoifdtiH^s. 

Forms and In^ruetions. 

To be published and forwarded to officers of school districts, 

&c., by superintendent, • • 12, 13, 185, 186 

Fuel. 

Taxes may be imposeil for, « 87 sub. 6 

To beprovided by trustees, 107 sub. 5 

When not provided by tax, inhabitants sending to school to 

furnish their proportion, •••.. • ••• 130 

Proportions how to be determined by trustees, . • •••••. 131 

Indigent persons to be exempted, • 131 

Trustees to furnish portion of delinquents, • . • . . ^ • • • 133 

To add expense to rate bill against or recover by suit, 133 
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G. 

Gtneral Deputy Superintendent. 
How appoiBt«d, and duties of, .••••.•• ^ 2 

Glol>es. 
Tax may be imposed for purchase of, • « • 87 

Oospel and School Lots, 
Trustees 6f Go^l and School Lots, office abelithed, 31 



54 INDEX TO STATUTES. 

Mo. 



Incorporated Companies. 

Liable to taxation for school district purposes, • 1 10 

Taxes on non-resident property owned by, how to be collect- 
ed, lUto 116 

Indian Children. 
Not to be included in reports of trustees, .^ 144 

Indigent Persons. 

May be exempted from rate bills wholly or in part, . • 107 sub. 10 

Such exemption a charge upon the district, 107 sub. 10 

May be exempted from assessments for fuel, . . . , 131 

Inhabitants of School Districis. 

Notice of formation of districts and time and place for first meet- 
ing to be given to one of, by town superintendents, and 

renewed if ineffectual, 80, 81 

Such inhabitant to notify others and how, 81 

Penalty for refusal or neglect, 82 

Inhabitants required to assemble in pursuance of such notice, • « 83 

Qualification of voters at district meetings, 84, 85 

Penalty for illegal voting, 86 

General powers of, when legally assembled, 87 

May call special meetings in certain cases, • 91 

May direct sale of site or purchase of new one, 99 

May direct division of public money into portions applicable to 

different terms, 107 

To direct the raising of deficiencies in tax lists and rate bills^ 109 

Who exempt from taxes for building school house, , 123 

Fuel how and when to be furnished by, 131 

Appeals to superintendent from proceedings of, 157 

May levy taxes for the purchase or lease of a suitable site for 
school house, to build, hire or purchase sux^h school house^ 
keep in repair and furnish the same with necessary fuel 
and appendages, and for the purchase of a district libia* 

ry, 87, 158 

May dissolve joint district in certain cases, 71 

Certain non-residents to be deemed taxable inhabitants,, . 110, 116 



INDEX TO STATUTES. 6$ 

Ho* 

Inspectors of Common Schools. 
See Town Superintendents. 

y 

Instrudions. 
See Forms and Instructions* 
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J. 



Joint Libraries* 
How and when to be formed, • •••••••••• 166 % 

Joint Districts. 

Powers and duties of town superintendents in formation, regu* 

lation and alteration of, 7 J 

Proceedings, for dissolution of, when major pa/t of town super- 
intendents neglect when duly notified to attend meeting 

for alteration, &c.| of, • 69 

Trustees of, to make reports, what to contain, • • . 149 

See Trustees of School Districts — ^lohabitaBts of School 

Districts. 

Justices of the Peace. 

May accept resignation of town i^perintendents and fill vacan- 
cies in office, ••.•••••••• • 27' 

To give notiice thereof to district clerk or one of the trustees, S8 

L. 

lAbrariis* 
See District Libraries^ 

Ubrarian, 
See District Librarian; 

Lihrary Montys. 

Appropriation for, from revenue ctf U. S. Deposite Fund, . . • • 161 
How to be distributed and applied, » , . , 161. 



lA INDEX TO STATUTSS. 

Vow 

M. 

Jlfops. 
Taxes for purchase of, may be imposed,,. «, •**• .»•»• 87 

Minors, 

Parents or guardians of, when and to what extent KaUe for 
fines imposed for loss of, or injury or destruction to books 
in district library; how such liability may be avoided, »• . 164 

Jf9w T^ums. 
Apportionment how to be made on erection of, ••«•..•• r ••• • 10 

JWw-yor*, City of. 

CKamberlain when to apply for school mo&€y8, •;•#.•»••••• 16 
County clerk when to la<y apporticmment of before common 

council, c • 19, 16^ 

Corporation to raise equal sum, •• 20 

Non-Residents, 

Certain lands belonging to, taxable, » • * ; 110 

Lands of, when unoccupied to be described an^ Talued by trus- 
tees in making out tax list^ •..*.'••••* 114 

Collector to delirer account of unpaitl taxes against, to trus- 

teesy • 11& 

Trustees to transmit same to county treasurer, •• 116 

Treasurer to adyance aiaount, .»• • •••• 117 

Board of supervisors to levy the same on county, •••»»• •••• llSt 

Owner may pay, before amount levied, • •» • 119^ 

Amount, how collected by supervisors^ • • . 120 

Property occupied by agents or servants of non-resident own- 
ers, taxable to owners,. •••«•• • ••••• 113 

Trustees may prosecute for balance due on tax list or rate bill, 137 

Children of^ not to be incKided in report of trustees^ • 14^ 

Of annual and special meetings, when, by whom and how to 

be given, 79,80, 106, sub. 2 and 4, 107, sub. 2 



INDEX TO STATUTES. 57 

No. 

Proceedings not affected by defect of, unless wilful and fraud- 
ulent, 94 



O. 

Officers of School Districts, 

How and when elected, 87, 91, 92, 93 

See Trustees of School Districts — District Clerk— District 

Collector — District Librarian. 

Organization of School Districts. 
Proceedings for, • • • 68, 69, 81 



Penalties and Forfeitures, 

Suit for, when to be brought by town superintendent, . 24, 33, 47, 

48, 49, 54, 148, 155 

sunervisors, • • . • • . • 45, 49, 173 

trustees, ........ 127, 151, 152, 153, 159, 163, 181, 182 

Incurred by town superintendents, for neglect to make report, 47 
for neglect to furnish certain information, •••••••• 45 

by uihabitants, for refusal or neglect to serve certain 

notices, 82 

for illegal voting at district m^tings, •.••••«••••• ^86 
for refusal to serve as district officers when chosen, or 

neglect to discharge duty. . • • • 104 

by trustees for making false report^, 148 

for jefttsing to account and pay over balances to suc- 
cessors, 164 

by collector for negligence in executing warrant,. • • 126 

county clerk for omitting to report, 170 

commissioners, trustees and district clerk, for omis- 
sion to perform certSin duties, .........^ 173 

trustees for neglect or omission in the care and super- 
intendence of district library, • 163 

librarian fQr neglect of duty, • • . 162, 180 

« « 

Property of School Districts. 

Proportion due to new districts how ascertained, raised and ap- 
plied,. , 72, 73, 98, 88, M 



68 INDEX TO STATUTES. 

Ho. 

Proportion due to inhabitants of consolidated and dissolved 

districts how ascertained, raised and applied, 75, 76, 95, 96, 97 
Trustees to keep accounts and statements of, in a book to be 

provided for that purpose, • • 129 

To be held by trustees as a corporation, 149 

How and when to be disposed of, ••••••••••••• 99, 100 

See School Money — District Library — Site of School House. 

Public or School Money. 
See School Moneys. 

Q. 

Qualijications of Teachers* 

See Teachers. . 

Inspection by town superintendents, • • 58, 64 

Qualifications of voters at district meetings, • • • • • 84, 86 

R. 

■ 

Rate BUls. 

For payment of teachers' wages how made out, 107 subs. 8, 9, 10, 

11, 12, 13, 14, 109 

Errors and omissions in, how supplied, .••••• 138 

Amount due for fuel furnished by trustees in certain cases to 

be added to, ^ • • • • • • • • 133 

Indigent persons to be exempted from wholly or in part, 107 sub. 10 
Warrant for collection of, how to be made out and what to con* 

tain ••»•••••••••.•••.••• 136 

Effect of, and how enforced, •••• •••• ,»« 136 

Power of collector in execution of, •••••••••••• •••« 128 

When and how to be renewed, • 137, 138 

Record Book* , . 

Tax may be voted for, • • • • ^• • .4 • 129 

See Blank Books. 

RegulutioM. 
Relative to District Libraries — See District Libraries. 

Renewals of Warrants. 
'How made, • « 137, 138 
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INDEX TO STATUTES. 69 

Ko. 

Repairs to School H6use. 
Tax may be voted for). . • • • 87 

Residents.^ 
What children to be deemed, • 143 

Resignations. 

Of district officers, how made, 105 

Notice of, to whom given, effect of, • • • • • 105 



S- 

' School Acts. 

Provisions for publication and circulation of, with forms and in- 
structions, d&c, 12 to 14, 185, 186 

School Districts. 

How formed and organized, 33, 68 to 78 

Alterations of, without consent of trustees, when to take ef- 
fect, ^ 70 

Apportionment of public money to, . • • • 33 subs. 6, 7, 34, 35, 36 

38, 39, 40, 41 

Proceedings on formation of, from one or more districts pos- 
sessed of school house or other property, 72 to 76 

Consolidation or dissolution of, effect of as to district proper- 
ty, 75 to 78 

Appeals to superintendent from proceedings of, &c., • • • 157 

See Inhabitants of School Districts. 

School House. 

Taxes for purchase or hiring, repairs and furnishing, &c., of, 

may be voted, •• ^ .••... , sub. 5, 87 

Not to exceed $400 without certificate of commissioners, • • . • 97 

May be sold on change of site^ •••••••• • • 99 

Proceeds of sale how to be appropriated, 100 

Sale of) on formation of new district and application of pro- 
ceeds, ,,, 72, 73 

To be built, hired or purchased, kept ii) repair and furnished 

with necessary fuel and appendages by trustees, 107 

Trustees to have custody of, • • • • • 107 • 

Who exempt from taxes for buildings. , • • • « 123 



60 INDEX TO STATUTES. 

Ho. 

Rooms to be temporarily hired by trustees, when necessary for 

the accomodation of scholars, • 146 

Not to be removed while district remains unaltered, without 

consent of town superintendents and a two-third vote,. . . 98 

See Site for School House. 

School Meetings, 

See Inhabitants of School Districts — Annual Meeting — Special 
Meeting. 

School Money. 

Apportionment of, by superintendent, . • • • ; • • • 6 to 1 1 

To be paid by comptroller to county treasurer, •••••••• 15 

Treasurer when to apply for, 16 

to give notice of, to town sup'ts, . • • J 17 

to retain moneys not called for and add to distribution 

of ensuing year, 18 

County clerk to transmit certified copy of apportionment of, to 
county treasurer and clerk of supervisors, to be laid be- 

. fore board, • . 19 

Board of supervisors to raise equal amount, • 20 

Town collector to pay over amount collected to commissioners, 21 
when to pay to county treasurer, to be by him appor- 
tioned, 22 

Omission of supervisors to raise necessary^ amount how reme- 
died, ^ ; * 23 

Clerk of supervisors to transmit to Superintendent copies of 

resolutions relating to, ••••••. 24 

When and how to be withheld from distribution by Comptrol- 
ler and Superintendent, 24 

Town superintendents when to apply for and receive from 

county treasurer, ^.m* sub. 5, 33 

whgi and how to apportion, 6, 7 

when to withhold from district, 35, 36, 38 
payment by, when ordered by superin- 
tendent, ; 39 

when, to apportion to districts formed 

or altered after date of annual report, 40 
when to apportion to districts formed 
at such time previous to 1st of Jan. 
as to be unable to comply with law, 41 
to add moneys remaining on hand for 

one year to next apportionment, ... 42 
to return to county treasurer moneys 

remaining on hand for two years,* • 43 
to report amount received, and how 
expended, 1 sube. 6, 7, 44 
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No. 

Town superintendents ' when distribution to be withheld by 

superintendent for neglect of, to re- 

< port, 47 

amount so withheld to be forfeited by 

town superintendents, • •••• 48 

to be prosecuted by supervisor for,. . . 49 
to keep account of moneys received 
and expended, and lay before town 

auditors, ••••••••• • 50 

to account and pay over to successors, 51, 62 
to recover moneys in the hands of of- 
ficers of annulled district, *J7 

Trustees to divide into portions when authorized by vote of dis- 
trict J how to be applied, • • • • • 107 sub. 9 

to keep accounts and statement of,., •• 129 

to prosecute for, when withheld by town superin- 
tendents, • 139 

to account and pay over to successors, 150, 15 1 

remedies against, and forfeitures for neglect, 152, 153, 154 
Penalties and forfeitures incurred by town superintendents, 
trustees and clerks of districts for loss of, by wilful neg- 
lect of duty, ^ 173 

Portion of, to be applied to schools for colored children,. • .^^ 184 
Library money how applied, « 161 

SetUs* 
Not required to warrants, • 135 

Separate Neighborhoods. 

When to be formed into districts, ••• 33 

Condition of apportionments of public money to, 38 

Inhabitants to choose one trustee, duty of, 147 

Penalty for false report, 148 

Site for School House. 

Inhabitants may designate and impose tax for purchase or lease 

of, 87 subs., 4, 5 

with the consent of comtiiissioners may designate 
and lay tax for purchase or lease of two or more, 

87 sub. 8 
Not to be changed while district remains unaltered but by con- 
sent of commissioners and concurrence of two-thirds of 

taxable inhabitants by ayes and nays, ..••.. 98 

May be sold by trustees on change of,.. •.. 99 

Proceeds of sale how to be appropriated, .....<. v • * • • 100 
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Ko. 

Sale of, on formation of new district and application of pro- 
ceeds, • •••••• 72 

To be purchased or based by trustees, ••••••••• 107 

Special Mettings. 

May be called by trustees, •••••• .^ 94 

Proceedings of, not vitiated by defect of notice unless wilful 

and fraudulent, 94 

Powers of inhabitants when legally assembled, • • 87, 99, 109, 158 
To be called by clerk for election of officers, when annual 

meeting is neglected to be held, • 91 

Notice of, by whom and how to be given, 89, 106, 107 

When to be called by town superintendents for the dissolution 

of joint districts and powers of, • 71 

Appeals from proceedings of, to superintendent, •••• •• 167 

Qualifications of voters at, •••• . 84, 85 

To be called by superintendent in certain cases, • • • • 92 

State Treasurer. 
To pay school money to county treasurers, &c., . • 15 

Suits by Toum Superintendents. 

For penalties and forfeitures when to be brought, • • 33, sub. 8 

For balances in the hands of predecessors, . • • • • 48, 54 

For moneys belonging to annulled districts, • • 77 

Suits against Tovsn Superintendents. 

To be prosecuted by successors for balances, &c., 54 

Costs not recoverable in certain cases, ••••.• 174 

SuUs by TVustees. 

May be brought against inhabitants refusing to furnish fuel in 

certain cases, -. ..••••• « 133 

On securities taken on sale of school house and site, 99 

For balance due from non-residents on tax lists or rate bills, . . 137 

For money withheld from districts by town superintendents,. . 139 

For balances due from predecessors, 153, 154 

For forfeitures and balances due from collector, . • 127 

For fines for injury to books in district library, 164 

For fines against inhabitants for illegal voting, • • • 86 

For injury to books by neglect of predecessors, • 163 
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■ 

Ho. 

Suits against Trustees. 

For balances due to successors, • • • 153, 154 

Costs not recoverable in certain cases, 174 

Supervisors of Toums, 

To prosecute town superintendents for forfeitures, • 48, 49 

' See Board ot Supervisors. 

Superintendent of Common Schools. 

Aniiual report of, what to contain, . « • 1 

May appoint a general deputy, powers and duties of . . .' 2 

May appoint visiters of common schools, their duties, 3 

May grant- certificates of qualifications, ••• 4 

Acts and decisions of, how authenticated, 5 

Apportionment of school money by, when and how to be 

made, 6 to 11 

To direct apportionment to districts in case of accidental omis- 
sion to comply with law in certain cases, 39 

To prepare forms, regulations and instructions, 12, 44, sub. 8, 

164, 185 

Expenses of, how audited and paid, 14 

In conjunction with comptroller to withhold public money in 
whole or in part from counties, for omission to raise 

amount required by law, • 24 

May order meetings for election of district officers in certain 

cases, • , 92 

May consent to correction of errors in tax lists and rate bills, . • 138 

Appeals to, • • 157, 165 

To prosecute county clerk for forfeiture incurred by neglect to 

make annual report, 171 

To appoint ti'ustees of school for colored children in certain 

cases, • • 184 

To cause school laws to be published and transmitted to the 
several districts, officers, &c., with forms and instruc- ' 

tions, ..•..•••. ,...•,.... 185,186 

To prescribe regulations for the government of district libra- 
ries, • 164 

To select libraries for districts in certain cases, •••••. 168 

To consent to formation of joint libraries, .•••••• 166 

T. 

Taxes. 

For purchase or lease of site, building, purchasing or hiring 
school iiouse^ repairs, fuel and appentta||[es, 87 wah. 5, 6 
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Ho. 

For purchase or lease of sites for two or more school houseSi 
hiring, building or purchasing such houses; keeping in re- 
pair and furnishing the same with necessary fuel and ap- 
pendage, and for maps, globes, blackboards and other 

school apparatus, 87 sub. 8 

For record book, 87 sub. 7 

For hire of room temporarily for accommodation of children 

attending school, when necessary, « • . , • • • 146 

For blank books of account, and for teachers' list, 129 

To b^ imposed by trustees for expenses incurred by authority 
of law, or expressly charged upon districts by any provi- 
sion ofjaw,.. ••,. •• • !34 

For deficiency in collection of tax lists or rate bills, . . • * 109 

Certain inhabitants exempt from, for building school house, .« 123 
Tenant at will or for years to charge landlord or owner, • • • J(. 113 

For district library and book case, .••••:••..« 158 

Appeals from imposition of, to superintendent, 157 

How assessed. See Tax List. 
How collected, 107 sub. 14, 124, 125 

Tax lAst. 

To be made out by trustees, what to cqpitain, , • . • 107, sub. 3 

How to be apportioned on taxable property, • 110 

On real estate of non-residents situate in district, • • • • 110 

What tracts or parcels may be omitted, .•••••••• •••• 110 

Unoccupied land of non-residents to be described, • • 1 10 

Taxes on how collected, 1 14, 115, 1 16, 1 17, 120 

Persons working land on shares deemed possessors, « 111 

Persons owning property in district occupied by servants or 

agents, taxable as residents, * 112 

Valuation of property to be obtained from last assessment roll 

of town; reductions when to be jclaimed, • • 121 

Proceedings when reduction claimed and where valuations can- 
not be ascertained from last assessment roll, ••••i>« •••••• 128 

Certain inhabitantsi exempt from taxation for building school 

house, .••,.,•,.«•• •••••• ^ • •• 123 

Tax list when to be made out, • • • • 124 

When trustees authorized to make, without vote of inhabitants, 134 

Deficiencies in collection of, how supplied, 109 

Appeals to superintendent from,. •••••• 157 

Errors in, may be corrected by trustees with approbation of 

superintendent, • 138 

For expenses incurred by trustees in preservation of library, . . 162 

Teachers, 

Who mfty be employed as, ••••/•« ••• 37 

Trustees to contract with and employ, •••••••• 107, sub. 7 
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No. 

Howtobej^aM, »... .lif,8aV.9, 9, 10, II, 19,14 

Listi b^* Mow to be kq>t end yerifiedl, • • • « • • w*« ^^•••••. •••« 129 

Foxttis ^r, to be pfovid^ by Stipeiibt«iideiit, ^. •• • . • • 1S6 

To kee^ aceootil ef tMe dumber of time* 8dK>i&l hMi beai inkv- 

tedbftowB supmi^tendeat,^ .k.r ••##••' ••••«T.,,«r*..« ISfi^ 
Blank book to be ptoip^ded by ttinrke^ ior, • ^ *;••*•••«•••• • 1S9 
Certifi€ale» ef qualification lo be glren to, by^^oiwmip^ittleii^ 

dettt, •«••• ...*•.' .....k. 61 

C^tifieatee to eontiBue in force for one year, *•'•••«.*•«•••• 37 
May be'imiiuried hf tdwn sitperintetid^ , ....i.. a ......*, 69 

Must be obtained before conHvenfcement ef tertn, . • • « • « • 36 

Examinatibn of, how to be conducted, ...^..i. .... ••^••* •69, GO 
May be re-examined by iiispeetors, and eettifi^te anmriledl on 

notice, .;• ..•• ..It.* ••;«••«• i.;.,. ••••^^ 63 

In cai^s o^ joint districts, the town superintendent of th# towlk 

in whieb the school hoiiee is situated, must gramt and annul 

certificate, . « ••• • • •••••• • ; . ^ • • • • 65 

Four superintendents to inquire hito gOTernuMint, diedpline 

and course of instructioR of, atid to recommend ppoj^ stu^* 

dies, discipline and text, books, •••••••••••• «»»•;•••• 67 

» 
At will or for years, may charge owaer with certain taaces paid 
by,... ••..... *.f • ..•••;•• 113 

Towns. 

Apportionment hoi^r to be tnade by superintendent on erection 
or dirision of, « • • • •••••.• 10 
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Toivn Clerks. 

Powersaiid duties'Of,. ,..•..• «• i..... *•«« 67 

»■ » 

Town Coll0cior. 

To collect ai)d pay over school moneys to commissioners, • • .20, 21, 
When to pajt such moneys to county treasurer, •••••• 22 

Town Superinfendents of Common Schools. 

Notices to b# givei tOf by oouaty treMitrar of tbe^uiHosnt of 
idhod niOB^y s^i^ortioiied fo town of, and tO' Isold awch 

amount subject to-order ef, ••••#»•«•*; ••«;••••« 17 

To form, iregulate and alter dislricts, ..%..... ..•m**** 38 sab. 1 

To M on separate neighborhoods,^ «»« • •»•••*••;••••« do 3' 

To describe and number districts and deliv^ desor^-» 

tions and numbers to town clerk, ••••«•• do 3, 4 

5 
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To apply far an4 receiTe sehool mooeys from coidity 

treasurer and town collector, •*••«••••••. 23«il]k 5 

Whea and how to apportion school moneys, •••••••»«• do 6, 7 

To sue lor, coUeel and apply prattles and forf^tiire^,^* • do S 
Formation, fcc., of joint districts, .•••«•»••••»•••««• 4 ••» •• 69 

To gire notice in writing of alterations' made iii ainy diatriet • 

without the consent of trustees,. «••••• ^.... 70 

Such alterations not to take effect until the expiration of tbrM . 

months alter such notice to trustees,* ^••. ••••••«• 70 

When to withhold pubjic moneys from districts, £iiling to com* 

ply with certain provisions of law,* •••»* ,•• 36, 36, 38 

Superintendent may direct apportionment in cases of accident- 
al omissitm of trustees to report aceordinff to law, &c., • « 39 
To apportion public money to districts formed or altered afier 
the time when annual reports are required to be dated, and 
so diort a time before ttie Isl Janiiar>, as to be unable to 

comply with law, • • • • • 40, 41 

To add moneys remaini^ in their hand iot one year after ap- 
portionment,, to the moneys next thereafter to be a(^or* 
tioned,.«*..< •»•••...»• «..4 ••^••« .••••• •••..••«••• 42 

To return moneys remaining in their hands for two years to 

county treasurer, , 43 

When to make annual report and what to contain, 44, 184 

Forfeitures for neglect to make such report within the time re- 
quired by law, • 46, 47 

Share of school money belonging to town may be withheld by 

superintendent for such neglect, . • • • 47 

Town superintendent liable for amount with interest, •,.«•••• 48 

Supervisor to prosecute therefor, • 49 

Town superintendents t^ keep account of all moneys received 
and expended by them, and to lay the same before board 

of town auditors at their annual iheeting, 60 

To account to their spccessors within fifteen days after termi- 
nation of their offices, such account to be filed with town 

clerk, ^ » • • • • 61 

To pay over balances remaining on hand, .••.•••••••• 62 

If iMilance appropriated, statement to be made thereof^ .'•••••• 53 

Successors to recover unpaid balances previously acerumg, ... 64 
In case of death of town suprintendent, suits to be brought 

against representatives, 64 

Town superintendents authorized to take and hold in their 
corporate capacity, property transferred jto them, for tha 

use of common schools in their town, • ••♦« •«»•»• 66 

To he inspectorSf.* ••ir •••«•••*••••••»•' 68 

Their dtttieaas such,..*... «••««• .•«••• .«•« ••.«4«p«^ 69 to 67 
Compensation cl^ and how pud, ««* «•••«••••»•• $6 
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Ho. 

On formation of district, town miperinteadeiits to give aatice 

of first meeting, • ••••• • ••• 79 

To reittW the same if not efiecti^l, or in case.ofsubtequent dis- 
organization^. »••••»••••••«•••••••••••#•••••• 81 

Not eligible as trustees, •••••••••• # • •••••••,•••• 30 

Consent of, to be given where two or more sites for .district 

school house are designated, •••.•••••••«.•• «••• 87 

Proceedings of, where aaajor part of town superintendents 
when duly notified neglect to attend at a jcunt meeting for 
the purpose of alt^ing joint district, •••••• • ^ • 71 

Consent of, in writing required to change of site or removal of 
school. house, while district remains unaltered, 98 

To sell at public auction district, property on the formation of 
WW districts; • • « • • • ••*••••••«.• 72 

Proportion of new district bow to be ascertained, < »• . 73 

To appraise and apportion property of dissolved districts, . • • • 76 

To demand and iseaover moneys belonging to ^nulled dis4ricts, 
and apportion the same among the districts to which in* 
habitants have been annexed, •^•••m 77 

To fill vacancies in district offices when not supplied by a dis- 
trict meeting within one month,. ..,, ••« 102^ 

Remedies against, by trustees whe^ money due their district ig . 
withheld, .•..,.• ,.....*...... 139 

Treasurer* 
Sec State Treasurer — ^^County Treasurer. 

Trustees of School Districts. 

Alterations of districts^ without consent oC) not to take effect 
until the expiration of three months after notice in wtitiag 

to, ....**. 7ft 

To prosecute fpr fine imposed for illegal noting, , . • ; • • • 86, 

To be chosen at district meeting,. 4 ••••••.• •• 87, sub. 3 

Town superintendents ineligible as, .•»•«•« •«•••»••*% ^ 30? 

IneKgible as district clerk, .. • ^»^ •>•• 30 

In case of rtttoval^ vacancy in office of, or neglect or refusal ' 
' , of to call meetings, i^uch meeting to be ordered by super- 
intendent, ...« .« « «.^ .«•• 92 

In case of omission of, to call special meeting for eleotieft.of 

officers within twenty days after time for annual meeting, - 

sttok meeting may be noti^ by any iohabitaatr. • • • » r« 91 

To appoint time for annual meeting ki certain eases, ••••.,•• 93 

To call i^ecial meetings, %•••••••• ^ •• w«.« •»«• 94, 107^ sidi. 1* 

Deeds to be given by, on eale of site, effect of, «»«••• •••••• 99. 

Security for purchase money to be taken and held by, as a cor- 

poration> and accounted for to svcd^sor^, «•«••«»•#••»•• 99 
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Ho. 

Suits tdbelHrougtitby, on sticli securities', .99 

Avails of sale how to be applied, • • 100 

When two or more districts are unitetf, trnfeteci to sell rfte and 

sdiool house not required by such united districts, 75 

Proportion of district property belonging to inhabitants of dis- 
solved district, to be raised by in certain caseS; to whom 

paid and how applied, 76 

Town superintendents to prosecute for and recover moneys in 

the bands of officers of annulled districts, 77 

Term of office of, '. • • 4 • • . . ; ; • •*• 88 

Vacancies, how filled,. ,. 102, 108 

Forfeiture of for refusal to serve, and neglect, 104 

Resignations of, to whoni and how made, . . : 105 

To give notice of district meetings in certain cases, . . . 107, sub. 2 

To make out tax list and warrant, ' do 3j 4 

To purchase or lease site for school House,'. do 5 

To build, hire or purchase, keep in repair and furnish 
school house with fuel and appendages, from funiSls 

provided, . . . • do 6 

To have the custody of school house, do 6 

To contract with and employ teachers, . . . ; do 7 

How to pay the "vAgei of such tciachers, * do 8 

To divide public money into portions applicable to dif- 
ferent terms, when authorized by district, do 9 

To exempt indigent persons wht)ITy or in part, do '10 

Such exemption to be a charge on the distrieti* • ••••«. do 10 

To certify such exemptions to district clerk, do 11 

To ascertain inhabitants Ita{>le on rate bill from teachers' 

lists, do 12 

To malce out rate bill and Tifarrant and deliver to collector, do 13, 14 

Seals mot necessary to warrants, • 135 

!&eficieney in tax list or rate bill, how supplied, , • • » • 109 

Tax list how to be apportioned by, . .• lift 

Kon«reSident unocoojMed property to be desc^bed, ...«•...• 114 
Cdllectctr to deliver to, account of unpaid taxes on such pro- 
perty, and to be credited amount thereof, • • • • • 115 

Trustees to certify and transmit account to county treasuter, . . 216 

County treasurer to pay amount to, •..«..... ^ • •• * • • • • 117 

Certain non-resident oi;<rners of real estate to be regardi^d as in«- 

habi?tants, . . ; 4. • . . . j 119 

Certaiil deeupants I0 be deemed possessors, ^ .••..•..;.<.•• • 111 
Valuations to be ascertaStted from last assessment roll' of tovrn,* 

reductions wben to be claimed, . . . • « ^ •* • » . 131 

Frol^eedings of, when peduction claime<i, Ar taluatiftn^ calk Aol 

ba Sfscertained from last assvssnient roll, .••..«« 122 

Certain inhabita)its to be exempted' by, ft^oni tax lor buiMing 
^ sehoolheuse)«»*«« ••<b.«. ««««•« ••••.«••«..••'«»;•«*«• 123 
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Taxes to be assessed by, within one ipoath, ••••••»•• IJM 

To procure blank books of account, and for t^cbers' lists, &c»| 

to pr^erve and deliyer to successora, 4 « • • .^ • • •• • 138 

To determine proportion of fuel to be fuinished by inbabiijants 

sending to school in certain caaes, « <•••«»•« 181 

To furnish fuel, on neglect of such inhabitants to provide the 
aan^ ; and charge such inhabitsints the anumnt paid there- 
for, ,..,. 13S 

To add such amount to rate bill, or prosecute ther^fpr, ••••«« 133 
To raise by lax amount of expenses incurred by them I9F dis- 
trict or charged by law upon such district^ .•••»••. l^A 

Warrants of, for collection of tax .lists a^d rate billy, what to 

contain, • ..••..»..•.•.* •^,., 1S6 

How enforced,., »••• .^ .^ •»«••*•..•«•••••«.•.#••••• ».«« 196 
To renew warrants in certain cases; or to prosecute for amount 

unpaid, * ^ •••«• IfH 

To renew such warranto, and correct and amend errors in tax . 
list or rate bill, and refuQd faoney collected, with appro^ 

bation of the superintendent, » ••••••«.••,»»•» 1}8 

To prosecute and recover moneys withheld by cosafpi^sfiaaers 

from district, , •••«•.. 139 

When to make annual report, 140 

Report of, what to contain, , . • • ^^ • • • • . • 141 

Certain children not to be included in, 142 

Children to be included ii», as residents, 143 

Such children entitled to attend schools ; and trustees empow- 
.ered to bite additioiial tmimm for their accsnuMfakioB, 

when. necessary, ...•» ^.,*.». ^ »•• •«•• ••••«« -MS 

Trustees to joiat diatricla how to report^...^ ..<}< •••••• *•»• 146 

of separate n£ighborii«»(la 10 aeport,.** •••• 147 

Penalty for false report, • . . , 148 

To hold property of districtsi m a coipor«^|^fii 149 

To account to successors and district on expiration of term of 

office,...., .....•• 4 «,•...,....•«•«••* ......^ 160 

To pay over balances to successors, 161 

Forfeiture for iieglect to ^couat.nvi in^ oy^m^ 162 

Successors in office to prosecute therefor, and apply recovery 

^ to benefitof seheo]>. •••;..• .»«.... 163 

Remedy of successt^fS for rnipaid balaftces in the hands of pre- 

' decessors ; • hew reoo'i^ery -to be eppli€<},* »«.««4^««tf«.«. 164 
May require bond of collector ; what to contain,. ..••.••••• 128 
Collector to account to, for moneys lost to district by neglectj 126 
To prosecute for forfeitures and balances in hands of collector } 

how recovery to be applied, i 127 

Appeals from decisions and proceedings of, to superintendent, 167 
Forfeitures of, for neglect of duty generally, and for loss of 
teachers' or library money to district in conaequence thereof^ 173 
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Costs not allowed in certain suits against, « . 174 

Trastees of colored schools how appointed and duties of, . • • » 184 
Copies of school act with forms, regulations and instructions 

to be forwarded to, by superintendent, . . . • 12,. 13, 185, 186 
To be trustees of district library : fheir duty as such j expenses 
of, in the preservation of books to be raised by tax ; libra- 
rian to be subject to directions of, and vetnovable by, for 

misconduct ; vacancy hi, to be filled by, • • • 162 

' Liability of, to successors, for loss or injury to books from neg- 
lect or omission, «..•./. 163 

Regulations for government of, relative to district fibrary, to be 

furnished by superintendent, '• 164 

To proseeute for fines for injury to books, &c. ; who liable,. . 164 
Appeals to superintendent from decisions and proceedings of, 

relative to fiistrict library, 165 

To select books for joint library in certain cases, 166 

Property in, to be vested in all the trustees of such district,. . 166 

To divide such library in certain cases, • • • 166 

May, when directed by district, request Superintendent to se- 
lect library, ...••. , . • • • 168 



Y. 

Vatuaiion of Taxable Property. 

To be ascertained from last asseaem^it roll of town, ..••.••• 121 

Reductions when to be claimed, ••*•.• 121 

Proeeedinffs on such claim, and where valu^itions oannot be as- 
certained from last assessmont roll, , • • • 122 

fisUers of Om/imn Scfioob. 
May be appointed by superintendent ; duties and powers of,. • 3 

Vderi ai DUtriet MecHngs. 

Qualifications of, and challenges to, • » . . • • 84, 85 

Penalty for false declaration on eballenge, aad for illegal vot- 
ing, ,..,.•.... • 86 
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w. 

Warrants. 

To be annexed by trustees to tax lists and rate bills, •••• 107, 124 

Seals to, not necessary, • • • •/•••• • • • • « 135 

What to contain, and effect of, 136 

Powers and duty of collector in execution of, • • • • « • 125, 127, 128 

Renewal of, .. •« 137, 138 

What property exempt from operation of, 399 (note.) 



. ffiSTiiUCTMS 

CONCERNIKG THE DUTIES OF THE VARIOtS 

COUNTY, TO¥K iWJ DISTRICT OFFICERS, 

AM) Of m 

IKHABITAXTS ftF PISTRICTS, 

tJpder the Laws relating to Common Schools, 



.r^.^'••,-^ ^^^.^V 



BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. 

h is their duty as a boai4, to add to the suma of aioney to be 
raised in* eadi town for otlier purposes, a stitn equal to that which 
shall ha^e been Apportioned to such town, by the SoperinteiMle&t* 
See No. 20 of Laws. For a neglect of this duty, in addition to 
other responsibilities, they are liable individually to a penalty of 
#260. § 16,, Title 2, chap. 12, part 1, Revised Statutes. 

" It is understood ftat in soiae counties this dirty is not perfomed 
bj' the boani, b«t Diat the clerk, or each supervisdrfor his town, adds 
to the assessment foH the requisite sums. This practice is entirely 
unauthorized, and may occasion serious questions reqieoting the le* 
gality of the assessment T)iere should be a formal resdlation entfr* 
ed on the minutes, in a form similai' to the following. 

Resolved, That there be raised, levied and collected on the sev-» 
eral towns of this county, the strtts following, set opposite to the 
name of each town^ for the support of common schools therein^ 
durine the ensmng year; the sai^ sums being i^qital to those appor^ 
tioned to the said towns respectively, by the Superintendent of 
common schools froni the incohie of the common school fund, and 
the means provided for that purpose; and that the said sums be dA* 
ded to the amounts directed to be raised on aneh- towns for other 
l^m^sMi aiid beiwlfididri^ tbeif r^pedivip iMV^WRfAt rolls* 
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In counties where a larger sum is directed by )aw to be raised 
upon certain cities, as upon Albany, Brooklyn, Buffalo, Rochestor, 
&,c., the resolution will be varied accordingly, by adding, '^ and that 
there be raised, levied and collected on the city of for the 

same purpose, the sum of in pursuance of the several sta- 

tutes of the Legislature," Q^ and in cdnformity to the resolutions of 
itte common council of said city," in cases where such resolutions 
are required.) 

Where the electors of any town at their annual meeting have 
voted to raise a sum of money on their town for the support of 
common schools, under the third subdivision of original section five, 
(^ 9 in the third edition) of Title 2, Chap. U, Pari fifst of the Re- 
vised Statutes, it is important that this sum should be kept dbtinct 
from that directed to be raised by the board of supervisors under ori- 
ginal section 17, of the revised school act. No. 20 of Laws. Other- 
wise it will not appear whether the county has raised the sum re- 
quired by law. It is recommended, ^therefore, that the resolutions of 
tibe board of supervisors, directing the raising of the school money 
voted by a town, be entered separately from that directing the levy- 
ing of the amoii&t required by law 1p be raised on such town; and 
that their warrant to the collector specify the sum yoted by the town 
separately as having; he&t so voted^ and direct it to be paid to the 
town superintendent of the town. 

By § 93 and 95 of the act of 1847, (Nos. 118 and 120,) the board 
of supervisors are directed to cause the amount of unpaid taxes on 
noDHresidettt, uniflaproved and unoccupied huBids» i«1^ufn«d to the tms- 
lees oi the several school districts, and advanced by the coiinty trea- 
surer, together with seven per cent, in addition ther^tOy to be levied 
upon the lands of non-residentSy liable to pay the siMne^ and the same 
proceedings in idl fespecta^ are to be had for the colleetjon of the 
amount so directed to be raised, as are provided by iaw in. rdiation 
to county taxes. 



CLERKS OF BOARDS OF SUPERVISORS. 

By No. 24 of the laws respecting commoa schools, they are to 
transnsk on the last day of December in each year, copies of the re- 
sohitioBS and proceedings of their bo»ds respecting tiie raising of 
money for Ubrary ^ sdkool pmrjpostt; aai psiticdsrty tfie apsont 
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directed to be raised in each town. An omimon to fiurnish the err* 
dence of a full compliance with the law may subject a county to se-r 
rious loss. The resolutions and proceedings referred to will all feave 
been passed before the first day of December in each year, so that 
there can be no excuse for a neglect to traaimit the required copies 
before the last day of that month. 



SUPERVISORS OF TOWNS. 

By No. 173 of the Laws, they anre to sue for and ccdlect the pen- 
alty of ten ddlars in^ose d by that section upon town superiDlendeiits 
and clerks of school districts, for refusii^ or .wilfully neglecting to 
make any r^yort, or to perform any other duty required by law or 
Iqr regulations or decisions made under the authority of any statute. 
The ^ r€gulations" referred to are those which the Si^erintendent is 
audlorised to presoribe by (No. 12;) abo those which by chap. 480 
of Laws of 1847, he may prescribe for Ae purpose of obliging in- 
formttbn firom trustees of school distrjels and town superimteDdenls, 
on any subject relating to scbo<^, which he may require (No. 44;) 
and those also respecting school district libraries, he may make re- 
specting the preserration and use of the books. (No. 1€4.) The 
iitdswrn referred to, are those which .^e Superintendent is author- 
ised to make, bn ^ypeal to him, under section 133, of Uie title of 
the Revised Statutes, as amended by &e aet of 18^, concerning 
any matter under the said Title, (No. 187) and also those which Ae 
same officer is authorised to make on appeal, under the 140th secticm 
of the act, 1847. (No. 165.) 

The success of &e schools and of' the libraries wiil d^nd much 
on the faithfiil discharge of the duty thus imposed on superrisors. 
While it is not to be presumed ^at Aey will seek slight and trivial 
occasions to commence proBecuti<As, it is at the saaae time expected, 
that tfi^ will not suffer any instance of wilful neglect cur perverse 
refusal to perfonm any duty c n j a in a d by law, <Mr bj the relations 
or decisions of the Supermtendent, to pass without applying the re- 
medy. This is peculiarly a case where lenity to an offender is in« 
justice to the dearest intwests of the public. OiBcers charged with 
tiie sacred trust of tuperiBtonding the education of the childr«i of 
the repid4ie**HK>'sooii to become citias tiM i aad of diiifesing knowl- 
edge, by Paeans of Hie district librairiea^ Mg^ to make iqp 
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ttkds faitli£dlj to ^d^diargelhe obUgalioM tbcy Imve idkm 4990 
-tfaansdvesy or resign ibdv trusts. A^ single exaoqpte ia a ^agji^apt 
ease, will not only prtwent future disobedieiee) but will tend moet 
Actually to remove the causeK of contentions and disturbanoey 
which doitray the pea<^ and hanooiiy gS a divbriety and teoninate in 
breaking up its school. 



COUNTY CLERKS. 

By § 16 oi ike school act, (No. 19,) the tounty clerk is rehired 
to transmit a certified copy of any notice of appoclioamettt of s^iool 
moneys yAifih he m^y receiro' from .the Superintendeiit to the <^o«aty 
treasurer, and clerk of the board of supervisors of bis county, ibis 
of the utmost importance that this duty should be prompt^ and 
faithfully perfonned; as otherwise, the board of sufMsrvisera will be 
ignorant of the necessary aoK^unt of school mmey to be cused on 
their county; and it ni^y become necessary aitfa^r to call a speeial 
meeting of the board fo* this purpose, or to ^tihkold A% ^vib^ Pi" 
a portion of the pubUc monqr from distributioB. 

The annual report heretofore required from tl^e county superiptc^- 
entity conti^^ing a certified G<^y of the several reports pf coipmissionecs, 
will hereafter be. made by tbe^ county clerks^ in pursuance of 4^172 
of the Eevia^ Statutes. as anwndbd, (No. Ij69|) from the r^orts^of 
th^ town superinto^dimts, on file with the county cleijk. 

It is the duty of the county clerk, nndtf* § 144 of tb® school act, 
^o. 172,) in case any of the reports of the town superintendents 
are hehii^, oh the dnit day of Aagust^ in eanfa yeaft immediately 
tiiereafter to giw ptotiwzof sueh neglect to Die to^ olfrk, whose 
duty it is to apprize such town si^riot^identa of suob negleat, nid 
require tbcm^ 1x> make their report. 

. ''■ ' .' . ' ^ ■ • ■ ■• . • 

TOWN GLiaiKS. 

The town clerk is to rtsoeive and ]»«{> all reports made to the town 
superintendent by the troslees of sdieol disbriols^ and pevlbrm all 
the ol&er d«^s requined by §'3!^ ol the sehool laws» (Ncu d7«) 
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COUNTY TBEASU11E8S. 

They are to apply to the Comptroller and Treasurer on the first 
day of Februaiy in each year, for the school moneys apportioned by 
the. Superintendent to their respective counties. The amount they 
will ascertain from the copy which the county clerk is required by 
l^w to furnish them^ of the notice of apportionment transmitted to 
him. 

1. The county treasurer is to draw on the Treasurer of the State, 
in the following form: 

To the Treasurer of the State of New-Yofk; 

Pay to the order of James Jon^s^ the sum of ^vc thousand seven 
hundred and five dollars eighty-eight cents^ being the amount of 
school moneys apportioned to the county of Orange by the Super- 
intendent of Common Schools, to be paid on the 1st day of Febru- 
ary, 1840. 

Dated this day f f Febraary, 1848. 

Samuel Chase^ County Treasurer 

$5,705.68 of the county of Orange. 

2. To this draft should be annexed a certificate by the clerk of the 
board of supervisors, as follows: 

I hereby certify that Samuel Ckase^ was at the date of above 
draft, County Treasurer of the county of Orange, 
Dated this day of February, 1847. 

William Tkomas^y Clerk of the Board of 

Supervisors of th« County of Orange, 

X 

3. When the person in whose favor tiie di^ft is drawn does not 
himself present it for payment, he should endorse it, directing the 
sHnount to be paid to a person to be nam^d; and if the fattter does 
not present the draft in pa^on he must endorse it k> the individual 
who is to receive the money. It is essential that these endorse- 
ments should be regularly connected. 

4. The person to whom the draft has been thus endorsed, or the 
original payee when it has not been endorsed, will present it to the 
Comptroller, who will attach his warrant on the Treasurer, by whom 
it will be paid, on taking a receipt from the person thus presenting 
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it If these instnictjioiis are followedi and particular attention paid 
to having the endoraements all regular^ no difficulty will be expe* 
rienced. 

Immediately on recdving such moneys, they are to *' give notice 
in writing to the town superintendent of common schools of each 
town, and to one or more of the commissioners of common schools 
of each city in &e county, of the amount apportioned to such town 
or city." 

Of the whole amount which will be received from the Comptrol* 
ler, on the 1st of February, 1848, and in each year thereafter for the 
ensuing three years, until the apportionment is altered, one-fifth part 
is to be applied to the purchase of district libraries: that being the 
proportion of money appropriated by the State ibr that purpose. It 
is recommended to the county treasurers, that in making their pay* 
ments to the town superintendents of common schools, they desig- 
nate the exact sum, which is one-fifth of the whole, and specify it 
as " library money," and the residue is " teachers' money." 

By § 92 and 93 of the act of 1847, (Nos. 117 and 118,) the 
county treasurer, on receiving from the trustees of any school dis* 
trict an account, affidavit and certificate of unpaid taxes assessed on 
unoccupied and unimproved non-resident lands, as particularly speci- 
fied in the preceding sections, (Nos. 114, 115, 116,) is to pay the 
amount so returned out of any moneys in the treasury raised for con- 
tingent expenses; and to lay such account, affidavit and certificate, 
before the board of supervisors of his county, who are to cause the 
amount so paid, (unless previously refunded to the county treasurer by 
the person liable, § 94, No. 119,) to be levied upon the lands of such 
non-residents in the same manner with other contingent charges of 
the county. If the amount so advanced by the Treasurer cannot be 
collected of the persons liable to pay, the Comptroller is to refund 
the same, and sell the land in the usual manner for arrears of taxes. 
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TOWN SUPERINTENDJENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS. 

His duties relate to, 

1st. Tke divisiofi of his town into school districts^ the alteratioOfr 
reg^ation and description of them: 

3d. The receiving and dividing the public school moneys among 
those districts: 

3d. The collection of certain penalties and forfeitures: 

4th^ The inspection c^ schools and licensing teachers: 

5th. The making of annual reports to the county clerk 

By $ 43 of the act of 1847, it is ^providfed that in the erection or 
alteration of aigr school district^ the trustees of any district to be 
affected thereby^ may apply to the supervisor and town clerk to be 
associated with the town superintendent; and their 'action shall be 
final unless duly appealed frotn: the compensation, of the supervisor > 
and tewB clerk when thus associated, shall be the same as &at of 
town supearintendent. 

So much depends upon the proceerlings of the town superintend^ 
ent and his associates, that too much care cannot be taken to insure 
their regular entry by the town clerk in his book of minutes. Their 
resolutions are valid, although not recorded, and thus the legality of 
proceedings by trustees and inhabitants of sehool districts may be 
affected without their knowledge. It is therefore earnestly recom- 
mended to these officers to require from the town clerk the perform- 
ance of the duty enjoined on him by law, of recording all their pro-* 
ceedings; and in no case to adjourn without personally examining 
the minutes oi their proceedings as entered in the book kept for that 
purposie. In no other, way can their preservation be secured, or their 
accuracy insured. 
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1 • Proceedings in the formation <^ alteration of School 

Districts. 

As it is presumed that the present arrangement of school districts 
comprises all the territory of the state, required to W thus organiz^ 
the future formation of districts will ntoedsarily interfere with those 
already existing; and consequently the provisions of law relating to 
the alterations of districts will be applicable to such proceedings. 

In exercising the discretion vested in them on this subjeet, it is 
recommended to the town superintendents to ascertain and consult, 
as far as possible, the opinionis and wishes of the inbabitahtb of the 
districts interested. The success of the system depends so much up- 
on the hearty concurrence of the people, that it is oft^n better to 
yield an abstract rule, in order to produce unanimity, than by a rigid 
adherence to What may be in itself proper, produce discord and di&- 
sention. The good sense^ of a district may be relied upon, to per- 
ceive ultimately its true interest, and the loss of time in attaimng 
the desired eriQ, is unimportant when compared wilh the coiBSdr 
qnences of defeating the wilOies of a decided majority in a dktiiiBt 
These re^aarks of course are not applicable to thos^ clear and mani* 
fest cases where great principles are involved, or wiiere the vital in- 
terests of a district may be endangered by measures which, although 
temporarily popular, are sore to be ultimately regiMted. 

1. Farm of a resokUion creating a Jfew DistricL 

At a meetings &c. 

Resoiv4d^ Ttikat a riew school district be formed to consist of [the 
present Districts No. 1 and No. 2 ; or the present District No. 1 
and a part of District No. 2 ; or parts of Districts No. 1 and No. 
2, as the case may bej which said new district shall be numbered 

{23,] and rfiall be bounded as follows ? [on the north by the north 
ine of the town of Trenton ; ott the east by the easterly line of the 
ferins and Iots< of (tfnd now occupied by I%omas Jomsy WUUmii^ 
Thomas^ &e. ; on the south by the south line of Dots No. 56^ 67 and 
68| as designated on the map of said town ; and on the west by the 
westerly line of the farms and lots now occupied by A, B, C, D, 
&cj 

The formation of the aforesaid district, involving an alteration of 
District No. [1 and No. 2,] the consent of the Trustees of the said 
districts to such alteration has been presented to the town superin* 
tendent, and filed with the town clerk. [Or, if such consent has 
not been given, the following entry should be made : The formation 
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^f the aforesaid dislrict, iiiTQlviag an -Alteratioa of DislHcIs No* 1 
and 3| and the consent of the Trustees of District No. 1 to such al- 
teration not haying been given, it is ordered that a notice in writing 
of the said alteration, signed by the town superintendent be served 
on one of the Trustees of the said district, by the town superinten* 
dent.] ' 

2. The consent of the trustees of the altered district may be given 
by endorsing it on a copy of tiie order, as foHdws: 

We herc% consent t5 the altemtions made in District No. 1, in 
the town of Trenton^ by the order of which the within is a copy. 
Dated, &e. 

C D > ^'^'^^^ ^f ^i^i^^ 

l^is coBseiit, like all Other acts of trustees, shonld be given at a 
meeting of the whole', or of a majority, when all have been notified 
to attend. The statute does not require it to be in writing; but it is 
advisable to preve|:it disputes, that a written consent should be filed 
with the town elerk. 

3. Form of J\r^ic^ to Trustees not giving their comeni to nn altera^ 

turn of their Didrid, ♦ 

The Trustees of District )7o. 1, in the town of Trenton^ will talbs 
notice^ that an order was made this day by the town superintendent 
of common schools of the said town, of which the following is a 
copy, by which certain alterations in the §aid district are made as 
wi)l appear by the said order ; and that rack alterations will talte 
effect after three months from the service of this notice. Dated,. S;^c. 

6. 11,) Town Superv^endeni of Commen 
Sffiik&als of ik$ ioum df Trtatoxu 
[]Sere insert copy of order of town i^uperinteiHlent.] 

This notice m^y be seryed on any one of the trustees; and it wiB 
be found useful to have an acknowledgment of the service by the 
trustee receiving the notice, endorse on a copy of it, and filed with 
the' town clerk. 

4. JYbtice of the First Meeting in a Dtstridy to organize. 

This is required by law to be given within twenty days after the 
formation of any llbftriot. If the consent of the trustees of fhe dis- 
tricts interested has been g^eh to the alterations covered by the oi- 

6' • 
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3er, then the notice should be for a day as early as may allow saft* 
cient time for general -information. But if it be necessary to give 
notice of the alteration to the trustees of any district, then the notice 
for the first meeting should specify a day subsequent to the expiration 
of three months after service of the notice of alteration, because the 
district cannot organize until after that time. 

The notice may be in the foUowii^ fonai 

Jo — — — ' ^' , a taxable inbajbitant of District No, 23, in the 
tpwn of TyerUm* 
The town superintendent of common schools of the town ol 
Drentonj having by an prder^of which the following is a copy, form- 
ed a new district in the said tawn^ to be numbered 23, consisting of 
the territory particularly spedfied in the said order ; you are hereby 
required to notify every inhabitant of the said district qualified to 
vote at district meetings, to attend the first district meeting ot the 
said district, which is hereby appointed to be held at the house of 

in the said town, on the day of next, 

at 6 o'clock in the afternoon, by reading tb^s notice in the hearing 
of each such inhabitant, or in case of his absence f^om home, by 
leaving a copy of this notice, or of so much thereof as relates to 
the time and place of such meeting, at least six days before the said 
time so appointed for the said meeting. Dated, kc. 

% A. B.^ Totmi Suverintendtnt of Common 

• . Schools of the lown of Trentoa. 

A copy of the order forming the district.should be annexed to this 
notice, as the most convenient mode of describing the district, and 
most likely to prevent crrofs* 

Tlie mhabitant serving the notioe should keep a memorandum of 
the names of the perscms notified by him, specifying the manner of 
notifying, whether by reading or leaving a copy, ot th6 substance of 
the no]:ice, at the place of abode of any absent voter; and this me» 
morandum, certified by him, should be delivered to the chairman or 
derk of the district meeting and read, that it may be ascertained 
whether notice has been duly given so as to justify 'the vpt^rs in pro- 
ceeding to the transaction of business; and the original notice and 
return should be filed with the district clerk^as evidence of the regu- 
larity of the organization^ 

9 _ 

5. If either of the districts from which a new one is formed, is 
possessed of a school house, or entitled to any other property, as ^ 
inhabitants attached to the new district ought to participate in what 
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bas iStm been acquired by tKeir contribution, the town superintend- 
ent is required, by section 47, [No. 72]«of tht school laws, to sell 
the school house and oth^r property of the district dirided, at pub* 
lie auction, giving notice of the sale as required by law, and by 
§ 48 [No. 73] he is to ascertain the amount justly due to such new 
district, on account of such property. It will be seen that the stat- 
ute contemplates the indebtedness as being in all cases to ike new 
•district, and /lever from it, and this must necessarily be the case. 
For if a school house should happen to fall within the bounds of 
the new district, still it belongs to the district by which it was erec- 
ted, and is to be s^ by its trustees. Tliie books ia the distrii^ li- 
brary, and all other personal prop^ty, are to be sold in like manr* 
ner, as there is no authority for making any partition among the 
districts, except as provided by § 49 [No. 74.J 

I'he town superintendent having received the proceeds of th^ sale 
of the common property must ascertain the debts owing by the old 
district, and deduct the same from such proceeds and of the balaiioe 
remaining, the portion belonging to each dfetrict b to be detenniB* 
ed according to the taxable property of the inhabitants remaining in 
the old, and those attached to the new district. The valuations of 
such property must b^ taket^, as far as possibly from the last assess^* 
ment roll of the town. The amount to which the new district is en* 
titled, viz., the propcH'tion of the inhabitants attached to it, having 
thus been ascertained) the town superistendf^t is to pay ovor tht 
share belonging to th^ new district to the trustees thereof. 

The money thus received by the new district is not to berpaid to 
the' individuals whose portions have been ascertained, but is to be 
applied by the trustees risceiving it, towards procuring a school 
house. 

It should be borne !n mind, that this sale and distribution of the 
value of the property on hand, is to be made only when a new dis^ 
trid is formed; and that the statute does not apply to the case of the 
mere alteration of a district, by the annexation of one or more in* 
habitants from another district. 

Where money is on hand, the town superintendent will, upon 
proper application, cause an equitable apportionment of it to be 
made between the new and old districts. 



\ 
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6. By § 51 oi the aQt of December 16tb, 1817, (No. 76.) a simi- 
lar sale of the property belonging to a dissolved district is to be 
made; as in that case, by the previous section .47, (No. 73,) the 
sew or altered district succeeds to the rights of the dissolved or ao- 
dialled district, in such property as UHk vithin such new or idterei 
district. The proceedings of such sale vill be like those already 
given on the formation of a new district, 

7. Fona of a rtsdvtionjor the alteration (ff a District. 

' At a meeting of, &c., 

Mesahedj lliat Districts number 1 Md nuaker 2, im Xht nsii 
town } be altered as follows, vis: by setting c^ the farms and par* 
pels of land o^upied by John Brown^ Thmnas Junes and WMiaam 
Richardsj from District number one, in which they have heretofore 
been included to District number two, so that the east boundary of 
DistriQt number one shall hereafter be the easterly line of the farms 
and parcels of lands occupied by A, B, C, D, &c., and the westerly 
boundary of district number two shall be the westerly Imes of the 
larms and parceki of ^and occupied by the said John JSrotsn, 7Aoi»- 
«i Jones and WiUiam Richards; the said Jokn JBrovm having coo* 
(ijented to be i^t off as aforesaid. The written consent of the Trus- 
tees of the said Districts number one and two, having been present* 
ed to the town superintendent, is filed with the Town Clerk; for, 
The consent of the Trustees of the said districts respectively, (or 
of District No. 1 or 2, as the case may be,) not having been given 
to the said alteration, it is ordered, that a notice in writing of such 
atoeration^ pigned by the town superintendent, be served on 
some one of the Trustees of each of the ,6aid .districts, (or of District 
No. 1 or 2.)] 

In the above form it will be seen that the new boundaries of the 
districts, caused by the alteration, are given. This is deemed very 
necessary in order to prevent all mistake or ambiguity, and to pre- 
serve a continual record of the actual bounds of the districts. If 
;any of the persons set off consent to the alteration, it should be 
§tated, so that the trustees may know whether he is taxable for 
Jb^ilding a school house. 

> 

The consent of trustees to the alteration, and in case of thehr not 
consenting, the notices to them, will be as before given under the 
^4 and 3d heads. 
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8. Prm^eeHmgt in ^ fmmaHan cr akercMo^ of u Jmnt IHstfiti 

fnmi two or mare towns. 

"A meeting of the town superintendents, &q., of th^ different towns 
must be called, by a notice given to each a reasonable time before 
the day appointed. From the language of section 46, (No. 71,) it 
may be inferred that the notice should be given by the town superj 
intendenf of one town. At all events, that will be the safest coursed 
If the town superintendent of one town, notified to attend a joint 
meeting, for the purpose of filtering such district, shall refuse or 
neglect to attend, the town superintendent attending may call a spe- 
cial meeting of the inhabitants of the district, who m^y dissolve 
such district. This is a special case, and a special provision is made 
for it 

The proceedings in tht fbrmaiitm of a joint distrfct wiH be in all 
iwpects «imiliir to those previously given in tekficm to ordinary 
€as^8, with the Allowing ct^dftions: 

As ftere is no cletk assigned by* law to the town superintendentsf, 
the officers present shoruld iSign the prbceedhigs. 

The caption should give the names of the towns to which (he tovTft 
superintendents belong; aiid the resohrtions i^odd be recorded in 
«ich of those *oWns; 

IL tKifies of Town Superintendents in receiving and 
dividing the Public School Money. 

1. The tolm superkiteiident aiiottM apply to tlte county treasum 
fee Ibe sebisol inoae^ of kis town m sufficient lime to enaUe him i6 
watke the ■pportioBi^ekit oa the day prMciitwedl by law. He «hou}4 
fae careftd to receiyiB the wbole amotmt apportionedl to, and oelkctedl 
for, hp8 tewft, without any detbdimi fbr eooKkiMmom^ iees, or any 
olher ekarii^ of the treainter or collector, cit aiy ether' efieer; airf 
ehouM see Hhait tk&biib paid are' current and good^ at he will be re^ 
apMsihkr Im^ th^ mtmn ^amcnHit ^ which he garre hil receiptor 



2« A practfce ie said te prevaU of makitag «two divisions of thi 
public wKAej attoi^ the distrtcts in the eotese of the year. Thie ii 
contrary to the <sxpress provision of the statute, and is escceedingfy 
reprehensible. The 6th subdivision of section 8, (No. 33,) makes it 
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the duty of the town superintendent to apportion the school moneys 
Mseiyed by him, on the first Tuesday of April in each year; and by 
the 7th subdivision of the same section, if he hare received reports 
from all the districts before that day, he is to divide the money with- 
in ten days after receiving all the reports and the money. 

3. He will receive from the town collector a sum equal to that re- 
ceived from the county treasurer, for the support of common schools 
and the purchase of books. The aggregate, composed of these two 
sums, is to be apportioned by him among the school districts of his 
town, in proportion to the number of children over five, and under 
sixteen years of age, as that number appears by the an|iual report 
dated the 1st of January preceding. 

By the third subdivision of original section 6, of Title 2, of Chap- 
ter 11, Part 1, Rev. Stat (§ 9, of the third edition,) the lAecton of 
each town are authorized, at tiieir uinual meeting, to direct a sum 
to be raised in their town for the support of common sdhools for the 
ensuing year, not exceeding that r^uired by law to be raised by the 
board of supervisors for that purpose* The sum that may be thus 
voted, may be equal to the whole amount which the supervisors, are 
tiuthorized to assess on the town, including both library, money and 
teachers' money. Fbis ccMistruction foUows from the language of the 
fourth section of the act of 1838, req>eQting the U. S/ Deposite 
Fund, which directs that the sum of $55,000 shall be an^ivaUy dis- 
tributed ^^to the support of common schools;" although it subse- 
quent^ directs that it shall be i^pplied to the purchase of a library., 

By chapter 257, of the laws of 1829, in those counties where the 
distinction between town and eouaty pocnr is abcdished, the inhabi- 
tants of towns having any funds in the hands of &e overseers of &e 
poor, may appropriate all, er any part of sudi fimds, to «uch pui^- 
ses as shall be ddlaraaned at sm annual or special town meeting. If 
appropriated fcur the benefit ci oomaaxm schools, it is made a fund for 
that purplose, and is placed under Hke ckffge of the town superift- 
tendent of common schools of the town. The interest is to he ap» 
plied by him " to the suf^ri of eommon sehools." Bat tiie towa 
may, at an annual meeting, direct the whole principal, as well as the 
interest, to be applied for the benefit ^f the aoimndn aohools. [See 
ToL 1, 2d ed. Rev. Statutes, page 351, and Commm School Ded* 
sionsi^ page 418.] 



TOWN SUPERINTENSEKT. 87 

The totm superintencleiit will, tberefere, be bowid to distribute the 
ifiterest, aad tk« pf indpal wke^ directed by the town, equally amo^ 
the distriels. He cannot adopt a more just mt coQTeaieiit ratio tfaaa 
tiurt estabUahed by the existing law, ia relat;iofi t6 the pilUic mo* 
t^^f— the Bttttber ^ children abofe five, and otfder idaleeQ years of 



No part of &e faiterest or prmctpal of this town iund can be dia- 
tribdtfd as ^ library noaey;" " ^ whole nmrt be apportioned and 
paid o?er as school money.'' 

There are hivm of a aimilar character respactiag the gospel and 
adfeocd lotSy which are so local and peculiar as not I0 Jnslify aoy par* 
tii^iilar obseryalions concerning theo^ in a gsnoral eirenliri' eausept 
that it seems' to thn superintendent none of tlMa ftnids can be a^ 
pUed to the purchase^of books. 

In apportioning and paying the money in their hands to trustees 
of sdiool distrkti^ the toWn superintendents wiH bear in mind that 
ttie '^ teaches' money" and the " lii»rafy money'' are entirely inde^ 
pendent of each other: The report of the trustees of school districts 
may aitttle them io tiieir f* leachets' money," and yet they may not 
have complied wi& the coiMlitkHis uptm, which they are authorized to 
saceive ikm ^^ library moiiey.^ -f^or instmice, they may not have ex- 
pended &e latter in Ihe purchase of books, or maps, globes and sci* 
entifio a{q>araftiis; and yet they may hare fiiUy complied with the law 
in regard Io Htm schools. So they may be enthled to ^ library mo» 
ney," and yet not have had a school kept four months by a qualified 
teacbtf. In ail such cases the money sTppropri^ted to the dtfierent 
objects, teachers or Ubrary, is to be distributed upon the reports re* 
lating to those objects ody. 

The teachers' money is to be paid over " on the written order Ibf 
a majority of the trustees of each district, to the teaqhers entitled to 
receive the same." . tt will therefore be inl^umbent on the town su- 
perintendent to satisfy himself, both of tht genuineness of the order^ 
and that the person presenting it has the certificate of the trustees 
that he is or was k teacheV of t|ie district, and duly qualified accord- 
ing to law. In order to entitle a' district to its share of teachers' 
money, it must appear from its annual report^ ^' that a school had 
been kept therein for at least fol^' months during the year, ending at 
the date of such report, by a qualified teacher/' kfier obtaining a 
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eertifieate of eoit^^eney from tbe proper anthorilgr; that all ibe 
teachers? money reteived during the year has been ex^nded in the 
payment of audi teachw; that no oth^ than a dnly qualified teach* 
er had at any tine during the year for more than one month beea 
employed to teach the aebool in raid district; and sack report mtMA, 
in all other respects, be in accordance with law, and the requisitions 
and instructions of the Superintendent, made in pursuance of law. In 
other wwrds, it must he in tbe form pceacfibed by tbe Saperkitendeat, 
ilid muat ceotain all the information required by ]aw ^nd by the de* 
partment to be given. With the ample o]^>artuBitie» aforded for 
correction, and for the interposition of the department when requi- 
site, prior to the apportionment, it ^ill hereafter be expected that 
tbe apportionmenl of teachers' money .will be made with reference 
excluisively to the repovte and ordett of the department, then before 
the town eopmntendeat; and no application dubsequentfy made for 
the interposition of tbe department will be regarded^ unless the most 
satisfactory explanation of the delay is given. 

• • 

The libraiy v^nef is to be. paid over to, or on Ae 4Mrder of^ 9 

majority x>f the triisteeSf oa its appearing from the aannal report thai 
^. the librsy7 money receivfsd at the last precefKag apportionment 
was duly expended a^ordieg to lawi (in the purebase 0! books sait» 
able for a district library, er in the purebase of maps, globes, Uack 
bos^rdSf or otfier seiaatific appaiatus for the ase of the schools, in the 
cases and in the mode presci^ibed by the lat^ law, and which will 
be heieaj^ oonaidered) on or befm ^frnl' day of.OetiA^er subset 
que^t to TOch apportionmieaii" The rq>ort smst teiformly he as«« 
opp^panied v^ith a catalogue of the library, and mast state aoearately 
the naoabe? of vojuoies and their eoaditioft; and ^i^hen the money 
has been expended in the purefaase of ^)paiatns, Jtc, the atUbori^ 
under which such expenditure has been mada, ^uid a foU and partiop 
ular inventory of the articles purchased, must be speoifically repor- 
By § 147 of the act of 1847, (No. 184,) town superintendents are 
required to appbrtlon and pa]^ to the trustees of colore^ schools, es- 
tablished in their town, according to the provisions? of that section,, 
a portioi) of the public money, according to^ the number of colored 
children between the ages of 6 and 16 years, appear^g by the re- 
ports of the trustees to have been instructed in such schools for at 
least four months during the preceding year by a licensed teacheTj^ 
and to dedact the amount so apportioned from the shares of the dis-^ 
trtets from which such children have respectively attended. 
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III. Duties of ToMm Supeiinteiideiits in relation to the 
proseeutioa and colleotion of penalties and fc^et- 
tores* 

1. By sttbdivinon S of § 8, (No. 33j the tt»wB niperuit^ettlB 
are to sue for and ooSect bytllieir maae of offic€|» fUl penalties aad 
forfeitures imposed by the title ]:elating' to comsnon schods, where 
no other proyision is made. Under this provision they are to prose- 
cute for the sum of ten dollars, forfeited by each town superintend- 
ent neglecting to make an annual report, imposed by § 22. (No. 
47.) The forfeiture of an amount equal to that lost by their neglect^ 
imposed by $ )2d (No. 4B) is to be sued for by tbesuperviisor. They 
are also to prosecute for the penalty of five dollars prescribed by \ 
97, (No. 82,) upon the refusal or neglect of any inhabitant of a dis- 
trict to serve ^e notice of the first meeting; the same penalty for 
altogether refusing to serve in a district office; and the penalty of 
ten dollars for neglecting to perform the duties of a district office, 
not having refused to accept the same. This last penalty must be 
distinguished from that imposed by § 145, (No. 173.) That' givea 
by No. 10i,( ^ 79,) is to be recovered for wholly neglecting to per- 
form the duties of a district office, which the incumbent has colora- 
bly accepted; ^ee 6 Cowen, 479; while the forfeiture prescribed by 
No. 173, (§ 146, act of 1847,) is for the neglect of any specific 
duty, and may be collected for any One wilful omission; and the lat- 
ter is to be sued for by the supervisor of the town. 

They are also to prosecute for the penalty of twenty-five dollars 
imposed by k 123, (No. 148,) upon every trustee who signs a false 
report, with the intent of obtaining an unjust proportion of the 
school moneys of the town. There is reason for suspecting that this 
duty of trustees, especially in reference to the whole' number of 
children between five and sixteen, in ^ district, is often performed 
erroneously. Justice to the several districts requires that the town 
superintendent i^ould be vigilant in detecting such errors, and in 
applying the remedy provided by law, in all cases where they arise 
from design* 

The sums collected by them in suits for penalties, afler deducting 
their costs and expenses, are to be added to the school moneys re- 
ceived by them during the year, aild apportioned among the several 
districts. 
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For the purpose of having authentic evidence of the amount col* 
l«eted, and of its appHcatton, town superintendents of common 
sdioois are hereby required tar stale in thetr annual reports, whether 
they have or have not, since the date of the preceding report, col- 
lected any fines, penalties or forfeitures, and if any, they must sp»- 
dtf the amount, and the person of whom collected, the offence for 
yfbich, it was imposed, the amount i^'costs and charges in its colleo* 
tioD, and the disposition made of it. 



IV. Duties of Town Superintendents in the inspection 
of Schools and iioensing of Teachers. 

The town superintendents are by law inspectors of the common 
flchools of their town, ai^d are entitled to the daily compensation 
provided by law,, for their services as such. The performance of 
their duties iub inspectors, particularly in visiting the schools, is in- 
dispensable to the proper and faithful execution of their powers, as 
they can thus become acquainted with th^ actual conditiofi of the 
districts and their schools, and be enabled to determine on the pro* 
priety of a^y alterations necessary to improve them; nor should this 
duty be relaxed in consequence of the. appointment of county super- 
intendents. The local information which their situation enables them 
to give, and the benefits they will derive from the suggestions of the 
county superintendents, will mqch facilitate the labors of each, and 
render them more useful. 

The 41st section ,of the; school act, (No. 66,) makes it the duty 
of each town superintendent to visit all the common sc1k)o1s in his 
town which shall be organized, at least twice in each year, and the 
penalty of ten dollars imposed by § 146 of the act of 1847, (No. 
173,) for the lieglect of any duty prescribed by law, undoubtedly at- 
taches for the omission to visit the schools, Eaph town superintend- 
ent should visit every school in hi« town, at least once during e^ch 
term. * 

If the opinions of the best and most experienced writers on pri- 
mary education, are not entirely fallacious^ and if aU the. results of 
experience hitherto, are not deceptive, the consequences of such a 
vigorous system of inspection will be most happy. The teachers 
and pupils will feel that they are not aband(Hied to neglect; the ap- 
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prehensioB of discredit will stimulate them to the greatest effort; 
Mrhile the suggestion of the visiters will tend constantly to .the im- 
provement of the schools, and they will themselves be more and more 
enabled to recommend proper measures from their better acquaintance 
with the subject. 

The following is a form of a certificate to be given to a teacher 
by the town superintendent: 

I * hereby certify that I have examined [here insert the name of 
the teacher,] and do believe that he for she, as the case may be J is 
well qualified in respect to moral character, learning and ability, to 
instruct a common school in this town for one year from the date 
hereof. 
Given vmder my hand at this day - ef 18 

C. D. Taum Superintendent of 

Common Schools of the town of 

A certiiicate cannot be annulled until ten' days previous notice in 
writing has been given to the teacher and to the trustees of 'the di»* 
trict in which. he has been employed, of the intention to annul the 
same. As the complaint must necessarily be stated, and its truth in- 
vestigated before any decision, it would be more convenient to the 
town superintendent, and more fair and just to the teacher^ to ap« 
prise him of its nature, in the notice of intention to annul. 

The following may be the form of the instrument annulling a cer- 
tificate: 

Having inquired into certain complaints against A. B., heretofore 
licensed as a teacher of common schools of said town, and being of 
opinion that he^ the said A. B., does not possess the requisite quali- 
fication's as a teacher, in respect to moral character, [or ^^ in respect 
to learning,'^ or ^ in respect to ability in teaching," as the case may 
be,] and having given at least ten days' previous notiee in writing 
to said teacher, and to the trustees of the district in which be is eni'* 
ployed, of my intention so to do, I have annulled, and hereby do 
annul the said certificate iind license so granted as aforesaid. 

Given undei" my hand this day of 184 

C. D. Town Superintendent of 

Cimmon Schools of the town of. 

As a note in writing, containing the name of the teacher, and the 
time when his certificate was aonalled, must be filed in the town 
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clerk's office, to give if eflfect, tlie most convenient and effectual 
mode of complying with the law, will be to make out, sign and file 
a duplicate of the instrument itself. 



V. Duties of Town Superintendents in respect to their 

Annual Reports. 

Between the first day of July and the first day of August in each 
year, the town superintendents are to make an annual report to the 
county clerk. In some instances these reports have been errone* 
ously transmitted to the superintendent, who cannot receive them* 
The contents of this report are specified in § 19, (No. 44,) and ia 
addition thereto, they are hereby required to atate in Hmt aoai^l 
reports: 

1. The number of times the school in each district has been in- 
spected by the town superintendents, to be taken from the abstract 
furnished by the trustees: 

2. The number of volumes in the library of ^ach district, the 
school house of which is in their town, as returned by the trustees: 

3. The amount of money expended in each school district for 
teachers' wages, besides and beyond the public money apportioned 
to such district; that is, they will condense from the reports of the 
trustees the amount paid by individuals, on rate^bills or otherwise, 
and the amount collected from any local funds, together with all the 
particulars required by subdivision 8, of §19, Nq. 44, of the Laws 
of 1847: 

4. The school books in use in theij respective ;towns» This will 
be compiled from the reports of the trustees, in which the title of 
each book, and the aggregate number reported in all, the dkitrtcts* 
will be stated: 

6. The number of joint districts, the sdiool houses of which tote 
situated, wholly or in part, in their towfi: 

6. Whether any fines or penalties have been collected by them, 
and the amount, as herein before required: 

7. They are also hereby required to condense from the itperts of' 
the several trustees, and to insert in their annual report, in a tabular 
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form as heretofore annexed, the attendance of pupils in the several 
district schools for the foUowiog di^rent term% yiz: 

Those who afttesxd<d lesstfaaii two nonths; 

^ ^', tmo months and less duin four; 

^* four months and less than six; 
six months and less than eight; 
eight months and less than ten; 
ten months and less than ^twelve; 
^ ** twdre months: 

» 

8. They are also hereby required to report the number of select 
and private schools in their town, other than incorporated seminaries, 
jsnd the average number of pupils therein, as stated in the reports of 
the trustees of the several districts: 

* 

9, They are also hereby required to CQnden^e, from the reports of 
the several trusteeSi the number of schools for colored children taught 
in their town, specifying the districts in which such schools have been 
taught, the number of colored children between ther ages of 5 and 
16, attending such schools; and the amount of public money appor- 
tioned to the respective districts from which such children attended, 
apeeifyiag such districts. 

The most comnvm mistake committed by these effieen, is in their 
report of ^tfae moneys received by ^tfaem or their predecesscnrs, sinct 
the date of the last report. They often confound this money with 
that received by triKSitees of districts, whidi is an entirely different 
item. This last it«n is received on the firftt Tuesday of April, and 
reported by the trustees on the first of January ldk)wing, and is 
embodied tn the report i^ong, the abstracts of the tmslees' reports 
in the columns beaded ^' amount ^ money' received in each district'' 
But the money received by the town superintendent is that paid to 
them by the county treasurer and town collector after the first of 
January, and apportioned by them on or before the first Tuesday in 
April, and is not contained in the reports of the trustees. 

In making their annual reports the town superintendents will see 
that the several columns of their table are correctly footed, and the 
figures plainly and distinctly made. 
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YI. Liabilities of Town Superintendents. 

By ^ 20, (No. 45,) town juparinlendents neglecting to furaish 
such information as shall be required of them by tbe superintendent^ 
severally forfeit to their town the sum ^ ten dollars, to be sued for 
by the supervisor. 

By § 22, (No. 47,) the same forfeiture is incurred for a neglect to 
make their annual report within the time prescribed by law; and 
the share of school moneys belonging to the town for the ensuing 
year may be withheld at the discretion of the Superintendent, and 
distributed among the othei^ towns from which the necessary reports 
were received; and in that event, by the succeeding section, (No. 
48,) the officers guilty of such neglect forfeit to their town the full 
amount, with interest, of the moneys so lost. 

By § 29, (No. 54,) every town stiperintendeht refusing or neg- 
lecting to pay over any balances remaining in hiti hands, &c., may 
be prosecuted for such unpaid balance, and a recovery had against 
him or his representatives in case of his death. 

By § 114, (No. 139,) '^ If the moneys apportioned to a district 
shall not have been paid, it shall be the duty of the tmetees thereof 
to bring a suit for the recovery of the same, with interest, against 
the officer in whose bands the same-shall be, or to pursue such oth^ 
remedy for the recovery thereof as is, or shall be given l^ kwJ 
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This provision n not supposed to refer to eases where the jnoaef 
apportioned to a district is retained in the hands of the town super- 
intendents in consequence of the failure on the part of the district to 
comply with some provision of law; but to those only of an illegal 
detention, where the right of the district is undisputed. 



ANNUAL AND SPECIAL MEETINGS OF INHABITANTS OF 

SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

The inhabitants of the several school districts are required by 
law to meet annually, § 65, (No. 90,) and special meetings are au- 
thorized to be held, whenever called by' the trustees, § 69, (No. 94.) 
The frequent opportunities thus afforded for the coming together of 
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€ie inhabitants of eaeh district, for deliberation and consultation in 
relation to tbeir schools, and the various interests ccnnected there- 
with, are calculated to -exert a most beneficial influence in favor of 
«]ucation;,to promote union, harmony and concert of action in the 
several districts; and to cement the ties of friendly social intercourse 
between Aose having a common interest in the moral and intellectu- 
id culture of their children. It is, ^herefbre, of the ut&iost import* 
ance that they should not be neglected; that the inhabitants diouM 
be prompt and uniform in their attendance; md that the proceed* 
iBgs. should be invariably characterized with that order, regularity, 
^dignity and decoriim which can alone command res;pect, and ad^ 
vance efficiently the objects to be accomplished. To secure as far 
as possible the attainment of' these desirable ends, it is proposed in 
this place to examine the powers and duties of the inhabitants, when 
afiseijibled in district meeting, the mode of proceeding, the keeping 
of the miiivles emd records, the qualifications of voters, and some 
odier .subjects of general interest, connected with the poceedings of 

district meetings. 

• 
L Powers and Dutiei of InhabUantB when assembled in Di^rid 

Meeting. 

These are particularly specified in § 62, (No. 87,) of the act. 
They are to appoint a chairman to adjourn from time to time as oc^ 
casion may require; to choose district officers at their first meeting, 
upon the organization of the district, and as often as vacancies oc- 
cur, by expiration of the term of office, or otherwise to designate a 
site for a district school house; to lay such tax on the taxable in* 
> habitants of the district as the meeting sbM deem sufficient to- pur- 
chase or lei^ie a suitaUe site for a ^school house, and to build, hire, 
or purchase such school house, and to- keep in repair and furnish the 
same with necessary fuel and appoidiages; and to repeal, alter and 
modify their proceedings from time to time as^occasion may require, 
and to vote a tteto purc^iase a hook in which to record the {proceed- 
ings of the dtdtrict. 

By the 8th subdivisien of this Section, (No. 8?,) tlie inhabitants 
we authoriBed, with thexonsent of the town superintendent, to desig- 
nate sites for two or more sgjkx>1 houses for their district, and to lay 
a tax for the .pwrchase or lease thereof, and for the purchase, hiring 
or buildmgof iKrhool houses thereon, and the keeping in repair and 
furnishing the same with necessary fuel and 'appendages. ^ 
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This pcovisioa autboriziiig more fliaa me site and lekool house ift 
ifiteoded for the accommodation of diode districts tiiat may be so pe^ 
euliarly situated as to render a division inooBTeaiaat or not desin^le. 
A banking or other corporation, or some maaafaeturing establidi- 
iB^t liable, to taxation, may thus be rendered beneficial to a larg« 
territory and a greater number of inhabitants, instead of hamg its 
attributions aj^pMed for ttie benefit of a few. And in populoui 
^iaees, k may often be convenient to have a sc^od for rery yooag 
<Akildren distant fro£a that amended by ttiose more advanced. In 
these and other oases, the districts should not hesitate to sKercisa the 
povf&[ given by this section. But they should in aS cases obtain 
the preyiotiS assent of &e town superintendents. ^ 

Section 71, (No. 96,) of this act imposes a restsiction upea tha 
ecercise of the powers of school district inhabithnts in levying tax* 
«8. In additimi to the certific^e of the town siqwrintaident requiiw 
ed by § 70, (No. 95) to authorise a ivx exceeding #100, to baiU, 
hire or purchase a school house, no such tax can be raised withoiH 
the assent of a majority of all the taxable inhabitants of the district, 
io be ascertained by taking the ayes and noes of those present at the 
meeting called for the purpose, or to which the proposition to raise 
such tax shall be submitted. A majority of the taxable inhabitants 
present at the meeting will not do. The affirmative vote must be 
equal to a -majority of all the taxable inhabitants riding in the 
district. The authority to reconsider any such vote cannot be exei- 
cised after thirty days from the time the vote was first taken. 

The same se^ion, No. 87, § €£, autiuHrioes the inhabitants ia thek 
discretion and withoat the assent of the town saperiatendents, to kvy a 
tax not exceeding $20 m any one year, for the purduse of mapfei, gihd)«8, 
Uackboards «sd odier school apparatus^ The prinotpal fads in goo* 
^aphy are learned batter by the eye than ia any odier manner, and 
diere ought to be ia e^&rf school rdoga a map of the World, €if the 
United States, of this State and of the county. CHobas ako are 
desirable, but not so important as maps. Large black boards in 
frames, «re indispmsable to a wdl condueled school. The opera- 
tioiis in aritheaietic performed oa them, enable the ieaeber to asoaa^ 
tain the degree of tibe pupib' - acquircaitealB, better than any result 
exhibited on slates. He seesr the various steps taken by the scholar, 
and can require him to give the reason for each. It is in fact an 
exercise for the entire class; and tbe whole achod by this pablia 
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(HTOcess insensibly acquires a knowledge of the rules and operations 
in this branch of study. 

Cards containing the letters of the alphabet or words, may be use- « 
fully .hung up in the room. Indeed the whole apparatus provided 
by Mr. Holbrpok, is eminently calculated to facilitate the acquisition 
of knowledge and to render it agreeable. 

The amount of the tjx which may be voted for the purchase or 
lease of sites for the district school-house, and for the repairs, furni- 
turie, fuel and appendages, is left wholly to the discretion of the dis- 
trict, and is' unlimited by law; but no tax for building, hiring or pur- 
chasing a school house, can exceed the sum of four hundred dollars, 
unless on the certificate of the town superintendent that a larger sum, 
specifying the amount, ought, in his opinion, to be raised; in which 
case, a sum not exceeding the sum so specified, may be raised, §70, 
(No. 95.) If the district raise a tax for building, hiring or purchas- 
ing two or more school houses, a tax for each may be levied, to 
the amout of four hundred dollars, without a certificate from the town 
superintendent. 

r 

By the seventy-fourth section of this act, (No. 99,) the inhabitants 
are authorised, whenever the site of their school house has been le- 
gally changed, to direct the sale of the former site or lot and die 
buildings thereon, and appurtenances, or any part thereof, at such 
price and upon such terms as they shall deem most advantageous to 
the district. 

By the provisions relative to school district libraries, (Na 158 et 
seq.) the inhabitajnts of the several districts are authorised to lay a 
tax, not exceeding ten dollars in any one year, for the purchase of 
a district library, consisting of such books as they shall, in their dis- 
trict meeting, direct, and such further sum as they may deem neces 
sary for the purchase of a book case; and also to appoint a librarian, 
who is to have the care and custody of the library so purchased, un- 
der such regulations as they may adopt for his government. 

These provisions^ it will be observed, are entirely distinct from 
those which relate to the purchase of books with the public moneys 
provided by ^ 136, (No. 161.) They are confined to such books as 
are obtained by means of a district tax; and wherever the inhabits 
ants do Bot choose to plaoe the latter on the same fooling with the 

7 



gS AKNTJAL AND SPECIAL MEETINGS. 

iOtmeTf the di^inction shoald be carefidly observed. The library 
directed to be purchased with the public moagjr provided for dial 
purpose, is to be selected by the trustees; the inhabitants have no di- 
rect control over such selection; and the rules and regulations for its 
government are to be prescribed by the superintendent alone; while 
the library to be raised by tax must consist of such books as the in- 
habitadts, in district meeting shall direct; and the rules and regulations 
for its management may be adopted at such meeting. Still both classes 
of books may be placed upon substantially fte same footing, by a 
general direction to the trustees as to the books to be purchased, and 
the adoption of the rules and regulations prescribed by the superin- 
tendent. 

Under the one hundred and forty-first section of the tfct of 1847^ 
relative to district libraries, (No. 166) the legal voters in any, two of 
more adjoining districts may, with the approbation of the town superin- 
tendent^ unite their library moneys, as they shall be received or collect- 
ed, and purchase a joint library for the use of the inhabitants of such 
districts, to be selected by the trustees, or such persons as they shall 
designate, and to be placed under the charge of a librarian to be ap- 
pointed by them. 

By the (me hundred and forty-third section of the act, (No. 168,) 
the kgal voters in any district are authorised to direct the trustees to> 
apply to the superintendent to select and forward to ttie eounty clerk 
for the use of the district, a library. 

The application of the library money to the pitnrchase of suitable 
books, has been directed by the legislature to be continiied, subject 
to this single modification, vi2: that "whenever the number of vol- 
umes in the district library of anj district numbering over fifty chil- 
dren between the agies of five afid sixteen years, shall exceed one 
hiindi'ed and twenty-five; or of any district numbering fifty children 
or less, between the said ages, shall exceed one hundred volume^, the 
inhabitants of the district qualified to vote therein, majr, at a special 
meeting, duly notified for that purpose, by a majority of votes, ap- 
propriate the whole or any part of the library money belonging to 
the district 'for the current year, to the putchase of maps, globes, 
black boards, or other scientific apparatus, for the use of the school. 
And in every district having the required number of volumes in the 
library^ and the necessary apparatus, the library money,, with the ap- 
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probation of the state superintendent, may be applied to the payment 
of teachersfs wages." 

The object of this enactment is two fold. It is designed^ in the 
first instance, to secure to every district, at r least one hundred vol- 
umes of suitable books for a district library; and to districts num- 
bering over fifty children, one hundred and twenty-five; and in the 
second, to authorise the inhabitants of any district so supplied, when 
duly convened for that special purpose, to appropriate^ so much of 
the library fimd for tt^ current year as they may thiolc proper, to tbf 
purol^uBe of maps^ globes,. blajck-boardsi, or scientific apparatus, for 
the use of the school.' In the absence of any such appropriation, or 
^benevQr a^iy balance remains unappr<^riat6d,.tke library i^oney or 
such unappropriated balance, tiiust be applied to the purchase of 
books; and in any event the money must be expended for the one 
or the other of thes^ purposes, on or before the. first day of October 
in each year, either for library books, school apparatus, or. fof 
teachers.' wages, subject to the approbation of the superintear 
dei|t It isi respeptfuUy reoommended .to the, inhabitants of tho$!( 
disjtrifitB which are already siipplied with the requisite number 
of book^j and of otibers, wbenaver they shall rea<^ the specified num^ 
ber, to avail tb«d».selves of the power thus conferred tipon them, to 
supply their schools with those useful articles of scientific apparatus 
which so materially conduce to the improvement of the pupils. In- 
dependently of thia appropriation, no district should dispense with a 
black-board; aad if suitaUe: maps, globes, and a few of the more 
simple means of iUustimting the elementary truths of science can be 
ao^pief added, the library money for ' two or three years, cannot^ per- 
hapSj be more advantageously appropriated. - In the mean time, 
ike books oa hand can be generally read; and such additions to the 
library as &e growing wants and increased intelligence of the dis- 
trict may require, can then be from tinue to time procured. ' The ad- 
vice of the town and state ' superintendents may at all times 
be had as to the most proper and judicious appropriation of the 
fund fer the purposes provided for by the section under considera- 
tion. 

By sub. 9 of §82, (No. 107,) the' power of iijhabitapte. of districts 
to direct the divisioj?^. of the public (teachers') money, into not ex* 
ceedii^g two portions for each year, and to assign and apply one of 
such portions to each term taught during the year by a dfily qualified 
teacher^ is expressly r^cp^ized. 
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The powers thus conferred upon inhabitants of school districts, 

^ must be strictly pursued^ and can in no case be exceeded. No vote 

or proceeding of a district meeting can be legal for which authority 

is not expressly or by necessary implication, to be derived from the 

statute. 

2. Mode of Proceeding. 

\ As a general rule, the punctual att^dance of the inhabitants of 
the district should h% secured by the organization of the meeting at 
the appointed hour, after making a fair allowance, say ten or fifteen 
minutes, for the variation of time pieces; at the expiration of which 
time, those in attendance, whatever may be their number, should or- 
ganise, by the appointment of a chairman. Any number of inhabit- 
ants, however small, are competent to the transaction of the business 
for which the meeting was called, except in the cases where special 
provision has otherwise been made; but if there be only a very small 
number present, it will be advisable to adjourn the meeting. The 
clerk of the district, if present, will act as cledc of the meeting; 
and in case of his absence, any other inhabitant of the district may 
be designated by the meeting to act as clerk pro tem. The inhab- 
itants will then proceed to the transaction of the business for which 
they were convened. 

Where officers of the district are to be chosen, the choice should 
be by ballot, separately for each office; and this mode of proceeding 
should never be dispensed with where there is reason to believe any 
difference of opinion exists as to the proper persons to be chosen. 
Whjere no such difference of opinion exists, it is still better to re- 
gard the dioice by ballot as the regular mode, and when dispensed 
with in any individual case, it should be done by express resolution. 
All other business of , the meeting should be transacted by written 
resolutions, regularly put to vote in the customary manner; and 
where, for any reason, the result cannot be accurately ascertained, 
the numbers voting for or against any resolutlcM), should be determ- 
ined by a count or by ayes and noes. For this purpose it would be 
well for the clerk to have always in readiness a list of the legal 
voters of the district, with a series af columns attached, to designate 
the manner in which each person votes on any question that may 
be submitted. When the site is to be changed in a district that has 
not been altered^ the law specifically requires the vote to b^ taken 
by ayes and noes. Such lists may be in the following fonp : 
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Names of Voters. 


On change of 
site oC school 
house. 


On motion to On resolution 
build (chool to raise tax 
house. $150. 


On resolution to 
raise tax for 
apparatus. 


John Morehouse, 
Jacob Custis,... 
Thomas Budd, . . 
William Carroll, 
Henry Beltisv . 
Fred'rick Hough, 


A. 

4 


N. 
2 


4 


N. 

• 

2 


A. 
3 


N. 
3 


A. 
4 


N. 

« 




2 



3. Mcde of keq^n^ minutes and records of thd proceedings. 

The person acting as clerk should ke^p accurate minutes of the ' 
proceedings , on loos€ sheets .of paper; and before the meeting is 
finally adjourned, these minutes should be read and approved by the 
meeting, and signed by the chairman and clerk, and afterwards 
transferred into the jrecord book of the district The following gen- 
eral form may be used for this purpose: 

Form of Minutes to be kept by the District Clerkj of proceedings 

of district meetings. 

At a meeting of the legal voters of school district number ^ 

in the town of , held pursuant to adjournment, at 

, on the day of 1.8 , \or if it be the anntial 

meetings say^ ^^ at an annual meeting of Sfc.^ held pursuant 
to appointment and public notice^ at, {rc." Or if it be a special 
meeting, say, ^^at a special meeting of ifc, called by the trustees 
of said district, and held pursuant to special notice, at, fyc. , 

on the day of ^c] A. B. was chosen chairman, and C, D. 

was present as district crerk, (or if the clerk be not present, say E. 
F. was appointed clerk pro tern., the district clerk being absent.) 

Resolved, unanimously, {or by a majority of the votes present^ 
as the case may be, [here enter the proceedings of the district in the 
form of resolutions, and with as muck precision an4 certainty at 
possible.] 

Where the subject of a change of site in an unaltered district, has 
been under discussion, and a determination had by the district, in 
the manner prescribed by § 73, (No. 98,] the proceedings should be 
* particularly recorded, in the following form: 
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At a meeting of the taxable inhabitants of district No. j 

in the town of , held at the school house, in pursuance 

of notice to all the legal voters therein on the day of , 

18 , A. B. was chosen chairman, and C. 'D. was present as dis* 
trict clerk, or (E F. was appointed ^clerk pro tem., the district clerk 
being absent.) The written consent of the Town Superintendent 
of Common Schools of the town having been read, stating that in 
his opinion the removal of the site of the school house in said dis- 
trict is necessary: And it having been moved and secondeld that the 
presept site of the school house in the said district be changed, and 
that the northeast corner of lot No. 10, in the said town, (or of the 
farm now occupied by A. B. on the northeast corner, formed by the 
intersection of two certain roads, &c., describing them,) be desig- 
nated as the site of a school house for the said district, and the ques- 
tion taken by ayes and noes, it was carried,, two-tl^rds of all the 
taxable inhabitants of said district being present at such special 
meeting voting for such removal, and in favor of such new site: 
Those who voted in the affirmative were John Morehouse, l^homas 
Budd, William Carroll and Frederick Hough, &c.j those who voted 
in the negative, were Jacob Curtis and Henry Bettis, &c. 

Ayes 4. Noes 2. 

[In stating the ayes and noes, the Christian names of the ovetrs 
should be given.] 

[Or, and the question being taken by ayes and noes, it was lost, 
two-thrds of all the taxable inhabitants of said district hot voting in 
favor thereof. The votes are then to be stated as before.] 

After cbanging the site of tbescbpol house, in the manner before 
prescribed, the voters of the district, at the same or any subsequent 
meeting, may pass a resolution, by a majority of those present, in 
the ordinary mode, directing the trusti^es to sell the house, according 
to No. 99. 

4. Qualificaiion of voters. 

Great difficulty has been het-etofore experienced in ascertaining the 
requisite legal qualifications for voters in school district meetings. 
The act of 1847 has removed this difficulty, by defining them partic- 
ularly, and has pointed out the means of ascertaining the right of 
any individual to vote in such meetings, by a challenge, § 59, 60, 
61, (Nos. 84, 85, 86.) 

r 

The following general qualifications are required in all canes: 
i; The voter must be a male. 

2. Of full age, that is, twenty-one years old, or more. 

3. He must be an actual resident df the district. 
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In addition to the abore, ihe voter must possess one .or o&er of the 
felldwJng qualifications: 

4. He must be entitled by law to hold land in this State^ and 
must own or hire real property in the district^ subject to taxation 
for school purposes; or, 

' 5. He must be authorised to vote at town meetings of the town 
in which the district or part of a district is situated; must have paid 
a rate bill for teacher's wages in the district within one year pre- 
ceding, or must own personal property, Hable to be taxed for school 
purposes in the district, exceeding fifty dolfars in value, exclusive of 
what is ^cempt from exeaitioB. 

. Under the above 4th division, are induded two classes of persons; 
citizens , owning or hiring real property, ^fubject to taxation, a^d 
Qi^iens not naturalised, who have filed the affidavit prescribed by ,§ 
16, of title 1, chap^ 1, pfirt 2, Revised Statutes,, of their intention ^^o 
become citizens, and of having taken the necessary incipient met- 
.^ures for that purpose, and who own or hire real property in t^e d|s*- 
triot sulgect to taxation for school purposes. It does not extend to 
those who have personal property, b^t neither own or hire real prp* 
party, Tke provision was intended to n^et the case of residents, who, 
although not entitled to vote at town meetings, may have a strong 
inter^t in the proceedings of district school meetings. 

In reference to tbe> above 5th division, those " citizens of the sev- 
eral towns in this State, qualified by the Constitution to vote for elec- 
tive officers," are entitled to vote at meetings. [§ 1, title 2, chap. 
11, part 1, Revised Statutes.] Of course, persons claiming to vote 
at district meetings under this qualification, must have been inhaBi- 
tants of the State for one year, of the county for four months imme- 
diately preceding, and must then be actual residents of the town. 
To these must be added someone of the qualifications above sped£td 
in. division 5. By § 60, (No. 85,) a challenge is allowed, and tke 
declaratioii that may be required is given ; and by § 61, (No. 86^) 
penalties for a false decla]*ation, and for voting without being quali- 
fied, are imposed. 

5« Rec^frmderedion of proceedings. 

The inhabitants of, school districts nfay reconsidca: and repeal^ altisr 
<wd iQodify their ordinary proceedings at any time btfore they have 
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been carried into effect, either wholly or in part. But the inteiktion 
to do so, should be explicitly set forth in the notice of the meeting 
called foi that purpose. When, however, contracts have actually 
been entered into, liabilities incurred, or expenditures of money had, 
in the prosecution of any measure directed by the district, a recon- 
sideration will not be sanctioned, as no means exist to indemnify 
those who may be the losers thereby, and an election of school dis- 
trict officer^ cannot be reconsidered at a subsequent meeting. 

6. Taxes should be specifically voted. 

t 

Where a tax is voted by the inhabitants for any purpose, the spe- 
cific amount of the tax, and the particular purpose for which it is de- 
signed, should be fully and clearly stated. And where several objects 
of expenditure are to be provided for, the amount to be raised for 
each should be expressed in the resolution, in order that the district 
and the trustees may know the precise extent of their liability, and 
the mode of its application. There may be cases, however, where 
the necessary amount to be raised, cannot be ascertained with any 
"approach to accuracy; and in such cases the district may direct the 
performance of specific acts by the trustees, or authorise them to in- 
cur such expenses as may be necessary to the accomplishn^ent of a 
particular object, to be specified; and the trustees are then authorised 
by § 109, (No. 134,) to raise such amount by tax upon the district 
in the same manner as if the definite sum to be raised had been vo- 
ted. This general delegation of authority shofld, however, be resor- 
ted to only in cases of necessity. 

« 

« 

7. Designation of site of school house. 

When the site of a school house is to be fixed, it should be desig- 
nated with distinctness and precision. It is very common in many 
of the districts to vote a site in general terms, as at or near a par- 
ticular spot, between two points, or by other equally, vague descrip- 
tions; andjn some instances, the precise location has been left to 
the discretion of the trustees, or of a committee appointed for that 
purpose. All this is directly contrary to law. The inhabitants in 
district meeting assembled, are ^^ to designate a site for a district 
school house," and this designation must be sufficiently explicit, and 
must be described by metes and bounds, or other known and perman- 
ent landmarks, to enable the tnistees to iocate the site, and to con- 
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tract for and receive a title to' the same; and the best rule will be to 
make such a description as would be required in a deed of the pre- 
mises. 

8. Change of site. 

By § 73, (No. 98,) it is provided that ^^ whenever a school house 
shall have been built or purchased for a district, the site of such 
school house shall not be changed, nor the building thereon be re- 
moved, as long as the district shall remain tmalteredy unless by the 
consent in writing of the town superintendents of common schoc^s, 
or a majority of them, of the town* or towns wiUiin such district, shall 
be situated, stating that in their opinion such removal is necessary; 
nor then, unless ttoo^hirds of all the taxable inhabitant of the dis- 
trict at a special meeting of such district called for that purpose, and 
qualified to vote therein, shall vote for such removal, and m favor of 
such new site.'' 

This provision is designed to secure permanency in the location of 
the district school house, while the circumstances under which it was 
80 located remain substantially the same. But when an alteration 
has taken place in the district, since such location^ either by the ad- 
dUion of new inhabitants, and the consequent annexation of new ter- 
ritory from the adjoining districts, or by the setting off of a portion 
of the inhabitants and territory to some other district, then, the rea- 
son for the enactment failing, a change of site may be voted by a 
majority of the altered district, in the usual manner. When the new 
site is again established, either in this manner, or by a two-third 
vote, as provided in the section above quoted, the same principle a- 
gain prevails. No Airther alteration can be made while the district 
remains substantially in the same condition as when the new site 
was fixed. 

The alterations here refenred to,, must be such as are made in the 
ierrUorial botmdaries of the district. Changes of residence by the 
inhabitants out of the district, or the removal of persons into it from 
other districts, cannot be deemed alterations within the meaning of 
the law, while ttie territory remains the same. 

• The experience of this department has shown that by far the most 
fertile sources of contention and difficulty in the various school dis- 
tricts, originate from the proceedings of the inhabitants connected 
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with the change of the site of their school house. Such a measure 
isliouMy therefore, only be adopted when the conveiiience and aceooH 
modation of the inhabitants will be essentially promoted thereby; 
when the altered situation of the district imperatively requires a 
change; and even then, the full and hearty concurrence not merely 
of a clear and decided majority of the district, but of the inhabitants 
generally should be secured before any final decision is made. There 
must always be a portion of the inhabitants, reading at the ^ctremi* 
ties of the district, who will experience more or less inoonveni^ce, 
at particular seasons of the year, in consequence of their distance from 
the school house; but it is better that these partial ineonvenieBces 
should be submitted to, than that they should be transferred to others 
and the whole district plunged into a eontenttoo respect ii^ the site. 
But when, in consequence of the enlargement of the boundaries of 
the district, a change is indispensable^ the inhabitants should come 
together in a conciliatory and friendly spirit, having no other object 
in view than the best interests of, the district and the conva^ience of 
the greatest number: and their action should be deliberate and cir* 
cumspect — reconciling, as far as possible, the interests of all, and re- 
jecting every proposition calciilated to sow the seeds of dissension or 
disturbance in any portion of the district: bearing in mind that a 
mere numerical triumph, leaving a large minority dissatisfied and ir* 
ritated, however gratifying to the successful party for a time, is but 
a poor compensation for a divided and distracted district, and an 
embittered and hostile neighl^orhood. 

^ 9. Bn^dingy Hiring^ purchasing and Repairing of School Houses 
and providing Furniture and Appendages. 

When a tax is voted by the inhabitants of a district for building 
a school house, it is important, not only that the specific mnount to 
be raised should be stated, but if any portion of it is designed to be 
expended in^the erection of other appurtenances, such as a wood* 
house, necessary, or fence, that those purposes should be speci&ally 
set forth in the resolution. It would, in all cases, be desirable thtft 
a committee of the inhabitants, consisting of or including the trustees, 
who are charged by law with the exeeution of the woric, should be 
appointed to digest, and under tboadvke otthe town si^iwintrad^, 
mature a full plan for the building, appendages and appurtenances, 
together with a detailed estimate of the expense, and to submit the 
same at an adjourned meeting, for the sanction and approval of the 
district. From this proceeding many useful results would follow. 
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The trustees would be placed in possession of all the Information 
necessary to enable them effi<iiently and systematically to discharge 
their duties in contracting for and superintending the erection of the 
house; an opportunity would be afforded of obtaining and comparing 
the best models of architecture, and the inhabitants would be enabled 
to ^iscuss at their leisure the several plans submitted, and to consult 
their convenience, taste and accommodation, in the several details. 

The ^faool house, when built or purchased, should never be per- 
mitted to remain for any length of time out of repair. It is the du« 
ty of the trustees to keep it in repair, and the district should, when- 
ever called upon, provide for the expense. They should also see that 
the* school rooms are properly furnished with fuel, prepared for use; 
that all the necessary articles of furniture are provided; that the seats, 
desks, and other fixtures, are in good condition, and that the district 
library, the apparatus for the school, and all the other property of 
the district is properly taken care of, and such articles as are wanted, 
promptly furnished. In other words, the district should exercise a 
constant supervision over its ofGcers, and provide the means for an 
efficient discharge of their duties, 

When it is -supposed that more than four hundred dollars will be 
necessary to build, hire or purchase a school house, care should be 
taken to procure the certificate of the town superintendent before the 
tax is voted by the district, as such certificate seems by the act and 
has been held by this department to be indispensable to Authorise the 
vote. If there be a site and house, they should be sold, and the pro- 
eoeds applied first to the purchase of the new site, and next to the 
bdrlding. And whatever sum is applicable to the erection Or pur^ 
chase of the school house, must, according to a decision of this de- 
partment^ go ia reduction of the amount which the district may vote 
for a school house. (Decisions, . p. 183.) Thus, if the former site 
and building sell for two hundred dollars, and fifty dollars be applied 
to the pr<>curing a new site, the remaining 150 dollars being appli* 
cable to the new house, the district cannot vote a tax of more than 
two hundred and fifty dollars for the building, without the consent 
of the town superintendent 

The following will be a proper form of a resolution for raising a 
tax for the erection of a school house. 

The certificate of the town superiatendent of common schools (^ 
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the town of having been obtained, that in his opinion a larger 

sum than four hundred dollars ought to be raised for building a school 
house in the said district, namely, the sum of six hundred dollars^ 
[or whatever the whole sum may be.] 

Resolvedj That the said sum of six hundred dollars be ra.sed by a 
tax upon the said district for the purpose of building a school hoase 
therein. 

The resolution for the purchase of a site should be distinct and may 
be in the following form: 

Resolved^ That the sum ef fifty dollars be raised by tax upon th« 
said district, for the purchase of the site for a new school house^ 
heretofore designated by the legal voters thereof.. 

Either or both of the above taxes may be raised, but cannot be 
expended, before a site is purchased and a legal title procured. 

Whenever there is a deficiency in the amount of any tax directed 
to be raised, the inhabitants of the district are directed by section 
eighty-four, of the act of 1847, (No. 109,) to raise the necessary 
sum by a new tax. 

The following will be the proper form of the resolution for raising 
a tax, payable by instalments, under § 71, (No. 96,) 
I 

The certificate of the town superintendent of the town of 
having been obtained, stating that in his opinion a larger sum than 
four hundred dollars ought to be raised for building a school house 
in said district, namely the sum of one thousand dollars [or whatever 
the sum may be, | 

Resolvedy (a majority of all, the taxable inhabitants of said district 
being present, and concurring herein, as appears by the -ayes and 
nays taken of those present;) That the said suf& of one thousand 
dollars be raised by tax upon the said distfict, to be paid in four 
equal annual instalments of two hundred and fifty doUeurs each, for 
the purpose of building a school hcvuse therein. 

TRUSTEES OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

Their dvties and powers. 

These officers are to be chosen by the inhabitants of the district 
entitled to vote, at their first meeting, and thereafter at any annual 
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or special meeting legally convened, whenever there is a vacancy, 
by expiration of their term of office or otherwise. They are to hold 
their offices ^' until the annual meeting of such district next following 
tiie time of their appointment, and until others shall be elected in 
their places." § 76, (No. 101.) In case of the existence of a va- 
cancy, by the death, refusal to serve, removal out of the district, or 
incapacity of the incumbent, unless such vacancy is supplied by a 
district meeting within one month thereafter, it is the duty of the 
town superintendent of common schools to appoint some person to 
supply such vacancy. The expiration of their term of office, also 
creates a vacancy; and if, for aijy reason, the annual meeting passes 
over, without the election of officers, ample provision is made, (see 
Nos. 91, 92 and 93,) for the calling of a special meeting to 
supply such vacancy; and in the meantime the old officers hold over, 
until others are elected in their places, as in such case of vacancy, 
the town superintendent has no authority to appoint. ' 

By § 79, (No. 104,) " every person duly chosen or appointed to 
any such office, who without sufficient cause shall refuse to serve 
therein, shall forfeit the sum of jGve dollars; and every person so 
chosen or appointed, and not having refused to accept, who shall 
neglect to perform the duties of his office, shall forfeit the sum of 
ten dollars." 

By § 80, (No. 105,) " any person chosen or appointed to any 
such office, may resiga the same, by presenting his resignation to the 
town superintendent of the town where such officer shall reside, who 
is authorised to accept the same." 

By § 6, of the act, (No. 30,) " no town superintendent of a town 
shall hold the office of trustee of a school district, nor shall a person 
ebosien a trustee, hold the office of district clerk, and no- town super- 
intendent shall hold the office of either supervisor or* town clerk." 

By § 63, act of 1847, " the trustees chosen at the first legal 
meeting of any scbooj district, shall be divided by lot into three 
classes, to be numbered one, two and three; the term of office of tlie 
first cla^ss shall be one year, of the second, two, and of the third, 
three; and c^ne trustee only shall thereafter annually be elected, who 
shall hold his office for three years, and until a successor shall be 
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duly elected or appobted. In case of a yacancy in the office of 
either of the • trustees, during the period for which he or they shall 
have been respectively elected^ the person or persons chowi or ap" 
pointed to fill such, vacancy shall hold the office only for the unex- 
pired term." 

This extension of the official term of trustees to three years, com- 
bined with the annual choice of one of their number, is regarded as 
a very important improvement of the system, securing, as it does, 
uniformity, stability and harmony in the councils of the district, and 
preventing that ignorance of its previous arrangements and afiairsy 
which has so frequently been found not only to paralyze the exer- 
tions of new trustees, but to involve them in pecuniary embarrass* 
ment and subject them to personal liability. On the accession of a 
new trustee, under the present arrangement, be will find two expe- 
rienced colleagues already in office, conversant with all the affairs of 
the district, and able and willing to aid and co-operate with him in 
the discharge of his duties. All the deliberations and actions of the 
board under thiis arrangement, will partake of a greater uniformity, 
and become more systematic. Teachers will be likely to be retained 
for a longer period : contracts will be likely to be more promptly 
fulfilled, and taxes and rate bill's to be more accurately made out and 
more speedily collected; and order and harmony will gradually suc- 
ceed te the chaotic confusion and irregularity which now too gener- 
ally characterize the records, the couijcils and the proceedings of 
trustees, ignorant and careless of their duty, and anxious only to 
transfer the inextricable embarrassments of tbeir district, unexplained 
and inexplicable, to their successors. 

One important operation of the provision in question, will be to 
prevent the district from changing the time of its annual meting, 
thereby avoiding those frequent misunderstandings as to the period 
when officers of the district are to be chosen, fionH which so many 
profitless and vexatious controversies have arisen. 

At this meeting a faithful and strict account of aU the affiiifq of ^ 
the district, and particularly of its pecniuary e^gagem^ts and liat^ti^ 
ties, should be required of the out-goings trustees and other offieers. 
Immediately, or as soon as may be practicable after their election^ 
the new trustees should meet together, and make all necessary and 
suitable arrangements for the future and permanent adialinistration d 
the district; the employment and compehsation of teachers, both for 
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tiie siiifimer and winfer school; the neeessaiy r^tini of the sohool^ 
house^ for which the district should be requested to provide the requi- 
site funds; the application of the teacher's money to the respectiye 
terms; the suitable expenditure of the library money; the condition 
of the library and other property of the district; the provision of 
fUel for tiie winter, and all such other matters as may be found ex- 
pedient and advisable. They should also see that the district is reg- 
ularly furnished with the District School Journal, and that it has all 
the necessary laws, decisions, forms, blanks, account books, &c. &c., 
to enable them intelligently and systematically to discharge all their 
duties. 

The trustees of each school district are constituted by law the 
trustees of the library. They are responsible for its preservation and 
care; and the librarian is subject to their direction, and may at any 
time be removed by them from office for wilful disobedience of such 
directions, or for any wilful neglect of duty, or even when they have 
reason to apprehend the loss of any books, or their injury or des- 
truction by his misconduct In case of such removal, or of a vacan- 
cy from any cause, they are to supply such vacancy by appointment, 
until the next annual meeting of the district. They are personally 
liable to their successors for any neglect or omission in relation to 
the care and superintendence of the library, by which any books 
therein are lost or injured, to the full amount of such loss or injury, 
and their action in reference to its management, may be at any time 
controlled by this department on appeal. Their duties, wjth refer* 
ence to the district library, are specificaHy pointed out in the regu- 
lations of the department, made in pursuance of law, and still in 
force; and they should endeavor strictly and punctually to conform 
to the spirit of these regulations. 

The convenience and accommodation of many, if not of most of 
the inhabitants of the several districts, would be essentially promoted 
by placing the charge of the library, temporarily with the teacher, 
during the term of his or her emjiloyipent, and depositing it in some 
convenient and safe place in the school house. This arrangement 
can only be carried into effect by the concurrence of the trustees and 
librarian, and under their supervision. Generally, the teacher not 
being an inhabitant of the district, cannot be chosen librarian. But 
where the trustees and librarian have sufficient confidence in the teach- 
er and in the safety of the books, when left at the school house, they 
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will find ibis arrai^aneiit in many respects ooinfaieive to the ocmven* 
knee of the district. 

Trustees will bear in mind that their annual reports are hereafter 
to be made and transmitted to the town superintendent, between the 
fifst and fifteenth days of January; and that in addition to the mat- 
ters now required by law to entitle them to their distributive share 
of teachers' nK>ney, tfa^ are to report that no school has been taught 
for more than one month in their district during the past year 
by any other than a duly qualified teacher. 

This reservation of one month is merely nominal, as it is 
scarcely to be supposed that a teacher not duly qualified, will be 
employed in any district for that length of time. It was designed to 
meet those cases where, notwithstanding the utmost diligence on the 
part of trustees, an examination of the teacher employed by them, 
cannot be immediately procured; or where, for any reason, it has 
been found necessary or expedient for the teacher to commence and 
continue his term for a few weeks without obtaining such certificate. 
The term of four months must, however, be completed after obtaining 
such certificate, in order to entitle the district to its share of teach- 
ers* money. 

It is of great importance to the department, with a view to the 
statistical information to be laid before the legislature and the peo- 
ple, to be accurately appriied of the comparative attendance upon the 
schools, on the part of the children residing in the district Foi: this 
purpose^ earnest efforts have hitherto been made to procure from the 
trustees of the several districts, a statement of the length of time each 
pupil has attended, and the number who have attended for one, two, &c., 
up to ten and twelve months. But notwithstanding every practicable 
facility to communicate this very desirable information on the part 
of teachers and trustees, the department has, as yet, found it impos- 
sible to procure it with a proper approximation to accuracy. Unwilling 
to resort to the harsh measure of depriving the districts of their pro- 
portion of public money in iconsequence of this deficiency in their 
annual reportSj, tbie superintendent has hitherto listened to every ex- 
cuse, for the omission to comply with this requisition, in the reports 
made heretofore. Hereafter it is hoped no cause of complaint 
will be permitted to exist in this respect, as the share of public teach- 
ers' money will^rigidly be withheld where the report is not in all re- 
spects in accordance with law, and the requisition of the department 
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in pursuance of law, unless in cases where the roost satisfactory ex- 
cuse for the omisdon can be rendered. ^ The teacher should, in all 
cases, be required by the trustees, to keep the necessary register and 
£irnish it, tog^er with his list, at the end of each term. 

By the 113th section of the act (No. 138,) it is provided that 
*^ whenever the trustees of any school district shall discover any er« 
ror in a tax liist or rate bill, made out by them prior to the ezpen* 
diture of the amount therein directed to be raised, they may, with the 
approbation of the state superintendent, after refunding any amount 
that may have been improperly cdlected on such tax list or rate bilk 
if the^ same shall be required, amend and coirect such tax list tx rate 
bill, in conformity to ]£^w; and whenever more than one renewal of 
a warrant for the collection of any tpx list or rate bill may J3ecorae 
necessary in any district, the trustees may make such further renew* 
aly with the written approbation of the town superintendent of the 
town in which the school house of said district shall be located, to 
be endorsed upon such warrant.'' These provisions preclude the ne* 
cessity of any application to this department for either of the objects 
specified in this section, except in special cases, and authorise one 
renewal of a school district warrant by the trustees, on their own 
authority and in their discretion: after which the written approba- 
tion of the town superintendent must be obtained to any subsequent 
renewal. 

It is strongly recommended to trustees, to exact of the collector the 
bond required to be given by him, under the 103d section of the 
school law, whenever any warrant is placed in his hands. This 
practice will be attended with very little trouble, and will secure the 
district from all loss, and the trustees themselves from personal lia- 
bility, in many instances. It will also secure the prompt collection 
of taxes and rate bills, and promote system and regularity in the fi- 
nancial affairs of the district. 

In their orders to the town Superintendent for the payment of pub- 
lic money t9 teachers employed by them, trustees will specify that 
the person in whose favor the order is drawn, was so employed by 
them, and was duly qualified according to law. 

In the exercise of the power conferred upon the trustees, of ex- 
empting indigent inhabitants of their district from the payment of the 
whole or of portions of their rate bills, the utmost liberality compat- 

8 
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ible with justice to the districts should be indulged. Notbttig can be 
more at variance with the *benign spirit and intent of the school 
laws than the compulsory distress and sale of articles of absolute ne- 
cessity to an indigent family for the purpose of satisfying the rate 
bill for teachers' wages. And yet cases of this kind are frequently 
brought to the notice of the department. Every reasonable facility 
should be afforded to the children of the poor, for the attainment of 
all the blessings and advantages of elementary instruction; and this 
should never be permitted to become in any degree burdensome to 
their parents. Where any inhabitant of the district in indigent cir- 
cumstances cannot meet the rate bill for the payment of the teachers' 
wages without subjecting himself to serious embarrassment, pr his 
family to sensible deprivation, he should pro&ptly and cheerfully be 
exonerated. A just feeling of pride may reasonably be expected to 
preclude any from availing themselves of this exemption, unless un- 
der the pressure of absolute necessity; and occasional abuses of the 
privilege so accorded, are productive of less disastrous results than a 
prevailing impression among the indigent inhabitants of a district, 
that their chileren can partake of the advantages of common School 
education only at a burdensome charge to themselves, and by^ sac- 
rifice of the ordinary necessities and comforts of their families. 

Application of School Money raised by or helonging to a tovm. 

In the preceding instrifttions to town superintendents of common 
■chools, (see pages 85, 88,) directions are given them respecting the 
money which towns are authorised to vote for the support of common 
schools, in addition to that raised by the supervisors. Some embar- 
rassment has arisen respecting the application of that portion of the 
money thus raised by a town which may be received from the col- 
lector by the trustee or trustees of a joint district, a portion of which 
is within such town, and the residue is within a town or towns that 
have not directed a similar additional sum to be raised. It must be 
supposed that the tax, when voted by a town, is intended for the 
support of schools therein, as it would be contrary to all principles 
of equity, thkt the inhabitants of one town should be obliged to con- 
tribute to the education of children belonging to other towns. The 
superintendent has accoidingly decided that when any portion of the 
money voted by a town, comes to the hands of trustees of joii>t dis- 
tricts, they must apply it exclusively for the benefit of scholars at- 
tending the school who belong to the town thus voting. After ap- 
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plying the " teachers' money/' receired from the town superinten- 
dent, which was apportioned by the state, and that raised by the su* 
pervisors, under the general law, to the payment of the teachers' 
wages, they are then to apply the portion of the town money re- 
ceived by the trustees, to the payment, as far as it will go, of the 
amounf that is to be collected, by a rate bill, from the parents of the 
^scholars attending school, who belong to the town that raised the 
additional sum. The rate bill for teachers' wages against the other 
inhabitants of the district, is ta be collected precisely in the same 
manner as if the additio&al sum had not been raised. 

If there are any other common school funds belonging to the town, 
arising from their poor moneys, or from their gospel and school lots, 
any portion of which is receiyed l^ the trustees of a joint district, 
they are to apply audi portions exclusively for ihe benefit of the pa- 
rents of the children attending the school belonging to the town 
owning such tund. And the trustees should be careful not to apply 
any part of the money in their hands, coming from the tax voted by 
a town, or from its common school fund, to the purchase of a libra- 
ry or to any other purpose than the support of the common schools. 

* 
Division of Teachers^ Money into portions. 

By subdivision nine of section eighty-two, (No. 107,) trustees are 
authorised to " divide the public moneys received by them, whenever 
authorised by a vote of their district; into not exceeding two por- 
tions for each year; and to assign and apply one of such portions to 
each term during which a school shall be kept in such district, for 
the payment of the teachers' wages, during such quarter or term.'* 
Where no action is had on the subject by the district, trustees have ■ 
the right to appropriate the public money in such proportions to the 
different terms as they may deem expedient. It is not essential that 
the public money should be paid exclusively for services rendered du- 
ring the year in which it is received: if the whole amount received 
be ** applied during the year to the payment of the compensation of 
of qualified teachers," it is immaterial whether such wages were 
earned wholly during that year, or in part the year previous. It is 
of frequent occurrence for teachers to commence their term in No- 
vember or December, and end in the succeeding spring; and there is 
no impropriety or illegality in paying their wages for the whole 
term, wholly or in part, from the public money received after its 
close. 



116 TRUSTI3GS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

Accmad Books, 

Trustees are required by § 104» of the act of 1847, (No. 129,) to 
Iceep an accouat, In a book to be provided £or that purpose by tbem» 
from time to time, as ^h^ll be necessary, of HI moneys^ received 
ttttd paid out by them in their official capacity; and a statement of 
ftll moveable property belonging to the district. This account and 
statement is to be entered at large, and signed by them, at or before 
emck annual meeting in their district They should charge them- 
selves on one page, v^ith the whole amount of mdney received by 
them, either from the town superintendent, on tax lists or rate bills,, 
specifying particularly the source whenee derived, and the time when 
received; and on the of^posite page credit tiiemselves with the itspeo 
tive expenditures and payments, specifying particularly ^o whom,, 
when paid, and for )^hat purpose, and referring to the proper vom^- 
^rs on file, whenever practicable. On another page they should make 
an accurate inventory of all the mjoveable property belonging to the 
district, such as the library of the district, stating the number of the 
volumes and their condition, and giving a catalogue of the books,, 
wherever a general reference cannot prc^erly be made,^as to the Ist, 
2d, 3d, &c., series of the Harper library, or Nos. 1, 2, 3, &c.yOf the 
Harper Library, or Family Library, &c., fcc, and the furniture, ap- 
pendages and apparatus of the school room, specijfying each article. 
The whole to be followed by a certificate in the following form: 

We, the subscribers, Trustees of District No. in the town of 
Trenton, do hereby certify that the preceding, from page to page 
inclusive, contains a true*and accurate account of all the mon- 
keys received by us, for the use of said district, and of the expendi- 
ture thereof: and a correct statement and intentoi*y of all the move- 
able property belonging to said district. 



Dated this day of 13 

/ 



A. B. ) 

C. D. .'Trustees. 

E. F.) 



The Calling of Annual and Special Meetings. 

Trustees have power to call special meetings of the inhabitants of 
their district liable to pay taices, whenever they shall deem it neces- 
sary and proper. This power should be liberally exercised for the 
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benefit of the district^ and special meetings should be called by the 
trustees, "whenever requested for a proper and legitimate purpose, by 
a respectable number of inhabitants. The trustees should act as a 
beard whenever such meetings are dirA^ted to be called; and they or 
a majority of them, when all have been notified, may, require the 
clerk of the district, either verbally or in writing, to give the neces* 
sary notices to ^e inhabitants. The object of the meeting should, 
in all cases, be specified in the notice. Where there i 3 no clerk ci 
the district, or he is absent or incapable of acting, any one of the 
trustees, designated by the board, may give the notices. 

Where the time for holding the annual meeting has, for any re»» 
^on, passed, without the Section of officeis, provision is made in seo* 
tions 66, 67, 68, (Nos. 91, 92, 93,) for holding special district meet* 
ings for the choice of officers. 

Assessment and CoMedion of District Taxes. 

This duty is one of the most difficult and perplexing devolved up* 
*oii trustees; requiring for its proper and kgal exercise, a strict coa- 
formity to the statutes in form as well as substance. A careful ex- 
amination and collation of their various provisions in this respect 
becomes indispensable. Any departure from the specific directions 
thus given, is almost sure to su1:^ect the trustees to serious personal 
liability, for which no indemnity is provided, as well as to cause em* 
barrassment and confusion in the affairs of the district generally. In 
order to enable them to execute this portion of their duties with ac- 
curacy and es»e, the several steps of the process will be distinctly 
and particularly pointed out; and such directions given as will, it is 
hoped, prevent all liability to error in its iuture performance. 

1. General Provisions* 

The general duty of trustees under this head is comprised in the 
third aod fourth subdivisions of section eighty-two, (No. 107,) and is 
as follows: " to make out a tax list of every district tax voted by 
any such meeting, (special, annual or adjourned,) containing the 
names of all the taxable inhabitants residing in the district at the 
time of making out the list, and the amount of tax payable by each 
inhabitant set opposite to his name; to .annex to such tax list a war- 
rant directed to the collector of the district, for the collection of the 
mxM in such list aaentioned. 
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2. Tax Listy when to be made out. 

By section ninety^nine, (No. 124,) ^* every district tax shall be as* 
sessed, and the tax list thereof be made out by the trustees, within 
one month after the district meeting in which the tax shall have been 
Toted." The subsequent provisions of this section and section one 
hundred, (No. 125,) contain modifications pf the previous laws, to 
which the attention of the trustees is requested. 



The reason of this provision is obvious. The inhabitaixts and prop- 
erty of school districts are constantly changing; and where a tax is 
^oted for a specific purpose, it should be assessed only upon those for 
whose benefit it was voted, While the statute should, .therefore, be 
strictly complied with, whenever it can be, yet. if a literal compli- 
ance is prevented by accident or unavoidable circumstances, the list 
may be tiiade out after the expiration of the month or thirty days; as 
the statute is supposed to be directory, and similar to that in the 
case of the People vs. Allen, 6 Wendell, 486. The regulations of the 
superintendent, on appeals, have allowed thirty days, within which 
any person aggrieved, in consequence of the proceecjings of any dis- 
trict meeting, may appeal; and, as will hereafter be seen, twenty 
days' notice is required to be given by the trustees, in case a reduction 
is claimed, or an original assessment becomes necessary. In the first 
case, if a copy of the appeal be served prior to the expiration of the 
month, and before the trustees have made their assessment, the 
time during which such appeal is pending, is not to be computed as 
part of the month within which the tax list is to be made out, as the 
service operates as a stay of all proceedings in any way relating to 
or consequent upon the act complained of. Still the assessment, 
when made out, must have reference to the property of the district as it 
existed at the expiration of the month. Tn the second case, the trustees 
must make out their tax list within the month, although they may not 
be able. finally to complete it. They should, however, within the. first 
ten days after the meeting at which the tax is voted, make out their 
assessment; so that if a reduction is claimed, or an original valuation 
is found to be necessary, they can give the twenty days' notice re- 
quired by Vaw, and complete their list by the expiration of the 
month. 

Errors in tax lists and rate bills have often been discovered after 
they were inziie out. If discovered within a month from the time 
the tax was voted, and nothing has been collated, the truste*es may 
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recall them, correct the error, and redeliver them to the collector. 
But after the expiration of the month, and after any tax had been, 
in whole or in part collected, they did not, previously to the act of 
1839, possess the power of correction. In consequence they were 
exposed to prosecutions for slight and accidental errors which might 
have been easily corrected by parties who djd not choose to take 
the more convenient and summary mode of appealing to the Super-* 
intendent. This is now effectually remedied by § 113, of the act 
referred to, (No. 138,) by which trustees may " correct and amend 
errors in making but any tax list on rate bill, and may refund to any 
person any sum improperly collected in ^consequence of such error." 
By availing themselves of this provision, trustees may now protect 
themselves from vexatious suits. They need not wait for an appeal 
by the person complaining, but as soon as they hear of any com- 
plaint, they should investigate the case, and if they entertain any 
doubt, they may apply at once to the Superintendent. They should 
state all the facts as strongly against themselves as they exist in 
truth, and should verify their statement by oath. They will then 
possess the requisite authority to correct the error, if there be one in 
in law or in fact, and to make out a new tax list or rate bill, if the 
case require it, and also to refund any tax improperly collected. 

3. HoWy and upon whom to be assessed^ and for what property. 

Trustees, are required by § 85, of the act of 1847, (No. 110,) to 
apportion taxes '^ on all taxable inhabitants of the district, or cor- 
porations holding property therein." This provision includes, of 
course, all actual residents of the district; and is extended by § 87, 
(No.^112,) to " every person owning or holding any real property 
within any school district, who shall improve and occupy the same 
by his agent or servant, whether he resides in the district or not." 
They are also to apportion taxes ^* upon all real estate lying within 
the boundaries of such district, the owners of which shall be non- 
residents, and which shall be liable to taxation for town or county 
purposes^, and shall be situated within three miles of the site of the 
school house in such district." This includes uncultivated and un- 
improved lands, owned by non-residents, and situated in the district; 
and is an extension of the power given by the old act, which limited 
the lands of non-residents, subject to taxation, to those which were 
actually cleared and cultivated. The trustees may, in their discre^ 
tion, omit to assess any tract or parcel of unoccupied non-resident 
land in their district, where the proportion of the tax, payable ther«^ 

« 
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for, would not amouDt to fiftj centa. This provision is inserted to 
save the trouble of the subsequent proceedings rendered necessary in 
such cases, where so small a sum only can be finally collected. 

The apportionment is also to be made according to the valuations 
of the taxable property which shall be owned or possessed by them, 
[the inhabitants of the district, &c., as aforesaid,] at the time of 
Breaking out such list; within such district, or partly within such 
district, and partly in an adjoining district 

Taking these provisions together, the following general principles 
may be deduced: 

1. All the actual inhabitants of a district are to be taxed for the 
whole property, real and personal, owned or, held by them within 
the district. Executors and admii>istrators having in their posses- 
sion or under their control the property of their testator or inte^ate, 
within the district, are taxable therrfor, in. their representative capa« 
eity, as executors, &c. 

2. They are also taxable for any real property owned by them, 
lying partly within such district and partly in an adjoining district ; 
that is, for such property as at the time of making out the tax list 
is owned by them and intersected by the boundaries of the district. ^ 
In this respect the old law is not substantially altered. Nor is it in 
any sense material when the title of the owner to the whole or any 
part of the land so intersected accrued, whether before or after the 
organization of the district, so that it belonged to him at the time of 
making out the tax list, and is then intersected by the boundaries of 
such distiict. In such cas^ no matter what may be the respective 
proportions of the land owned in each district; the owner is taxable 
for the whole farm or property belonging to him, and so connected, 
in the district where he resides, only; and being so liable there, he 
cannot, of course, be taxed for the same property in any other dis- 
trict. 

3. All non-resident owners of real estate 4n the district, who im- 
prove and occupy the same by their agents or servants, are l^ § 87 
'(N«. 112,) taxable therein for the property so owned, improved and 
occupied, in the same manner as though they actually resided there* 
in. This provision is also to be construed in connexion with those 
above referred to, and is applicable in its full extent only to oases 
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where the property so occupied is wholly situated in the district. 
Where it is situated partly in the district where the owner actually 
resides, it is taxable only in that district. And where it is situated 
partly in two or more distHcts, in neither of which the owner re- 
sides, each district must tax such owner only for the part actually 
within its boundaries. It is also to be borne in mind, that this class 
of cases is distinct from that in which the land is occupied by a te- 
nant, and also from that in which it is so occupied by a person 
working it under a contract for a share of the produce of such land. 
In each of these cases the actual possessor is to be taxed in the same 
manner as though he were the owner. See § 86, (No. Ill ante,) 
and § 88, (No. 113.) 

4. All real estate situate in a district, within three miles of the 
school house therein, knd owned by non-residents, not included in 
either of the above class of case:s, is also liable to taxation, and 
forms the subject of the directions contained in § 89 to 95 inclusive, 
m the act of 1847, (Nos. 114, 120, both inclusive.) 

5. Land in the district belonging to corporations, whether culti- 
vated or Biot, is taxable for school district purposes. The provisicm 
in the act in this respect, produces a material alteration of the law 
as it formerly stood, and renders turnpike and railroad corporations 
taxable for so much of the land owned by them as is situated within 
the respective school districts through which their roads pass. Such 
corporations, and all others, are to be regarded as residents of the 
districts where their principal place of carrying on business is situa- 
ted, and non-residents elsewhere. The mode of proceeding where 
they are nori-residents ii specifically pointed out by § 89, of the act 
(No. 114,) and the subsequent sections. 

Proceedings in case of unoccupied and unimproved nou'Tesident 

lands* ' 

When any real estate within a district liable to taxation is unoc- 
cupied, the trustees, at the time of making out their tax list, are re- 
quired by ^ 89, (Na 114,) whenever they impose a tax on such 
property, " to make and insert in such tax list, a statement and de- 
scription of every such lot, piece or parcel of land, so owned by non- 
residents therein, in the same manner as required by law from town 
assessors in making out the assessment rolls of their towns." If the 
tax is returned by the collector unpaid, upon receiving from him an 



122 TRUSTEES OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

account thereof, with the descriptions of the property as directed to 
be made and the amount of the tax, together with an affidavit of the 
fact of non-payment, and of due diligence used for the collection, 
the trustees are to credit him with the amount, § 90^ (No. 115,) to 
compare the account so rendered with the original tax list, certify 
to its accuracy, and transmit it, together with the collector's affidavit 
and their certificate to the county treasurer, § 91, (No. 116,) who is 
to pay the amount so returned out of any moneys in the treasury 
raised for contingent expenses. § 92, (No. 117.) Such county trea- 
surer is to lay the account, affidavit and certificate before the board 
of supervisors, who are to cause -^the amount of such unpaid taxes, 
with seven per cent, in addition, to be levied on the lands of the re- 
spective non-residents liable to pay the same; which amount when 
collected, is to be returned to the county treasury, to reimburse the 
amount so advanced, with the expense of collection. § 93, (No. 118.) 
Any person whose lands are included in any such account, may pay 
the tax assessed thereon to the county treasurer, at any time before 
the board of supervisors shall have directed the same to be levied. 
§ 94, (No. 119.) The same proceedings are to be had for the col- 
lection of the amount so directed to be raised by the board of super- 
visors, as are provided by law in relation to taxes on non-resident 
lands generally; and upon a return to the comptroller of the arrears 
uncollected, the amount is to be paid on bis warrant to the county 
treasurer, and the state is to collect the same in the manner pre- 
scribed by law in respect to arrears of county taxes upon lands of 
non-residents. § 95, (No. 120.) 

To enable trustees the better to perform the duties thus devolving 
upon them, that portion q{ the Revised Statutes referred to in § 89, 
(No. 114,) and which is applicable, is hereto annexed: 

^^§ 11. The lands of non-residents shall be designated in the 
same assessment roll, but in apart thereof separate from the other as- 
sessments, and in the manner prescribed in the two following sec- 
tions. 

" § 12. If the land to be assessed, be a tract which is subdivided 
into lots, or be part of a tract which is so subdivided, the assessors 
shall proceed as follows: 

** 1. They shall designate it by its name, if known by one, or if 
it be not distinguished by a name, or the name be unknown, they 
shall state by what other lands it is bounded: 
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" 2. If they can obtain correct information of the subdivisions they, 
shall put down in their assessment rolb^ and in a first column, all 
the unoccupied lots in their town or ward, owned by non-residents, 
by their numbers alone and without the names of their owners, be- 
ginning at the lowest number and proceeding in numerical order to 
the highest: 

^^ 3. In a second column,' and opposite to the number qf each lot, 
they shall set down the quantity of land therein, liable to taxation: 

" 4. In a third column, find opposite to the quantity, they shall set 
down the valuation. of such quantity: 

r 

^^ 5. If such quantity be a full lot, it shall be designated by the 
number alone j if it be a part of a lot, the part must be designated 
by boundaries, or in some other way, by which it may be known. 

" § 13. If the land so to be assessed, be a tract which is not subdi* 
Tided, or if its subdivisions cannot be ascertained by the assessors, 
they shall proceed as follows: 

** 1. They shall enter in their roll the name or boundaries thereof, as 
above directed, and certify in the roll that such tract is not subdivi- 
ded, or that they cannot obtain correct information of the subdivi- 
sions, as the case may be: 

" 2. They shall set down in the proper column, the quantity and 
valuation as above directed: 

" 3. If the quantity to ]be assessed be the whole tract, such a de- 
scription by its name or boundaries will be sufficient; but if a part 
only is liable to taxation, that part or the part not liable, must be 
particularly described: 

** 4. If any part of such tract be settled and occupied by a resident 
of the town or ward, the assessor shall except such part from their as- 
sessment of the whole tract, and shall assess it as other occupied 
lands are assessed." 

^ The residue of the sections relates to the making of a map which 
is supposed not to be applicable to trustees of school districts; if a 
map is already on file, the trustees might refer to it in aid of their 
descriptions. 
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4. Valuations of property , how ascertained^ and mode of proceeding 

when reduction is claimed. 

The valuations of taxable property are to be ascertained as far as 
possible from the last assessment roll of the town, and no person is 
entitled to any reduction in the valuation so ascertained, unless he 
gives notice of his claim to such reduction, to the trustees of the dis- 
trict before^he tax list shall be made out. § 96, (No. 121.) 

The assessment roll of the town when signed and certified accor- 
ding to the provisions of the 26th section of title 2, chap. 13, 1 Re- 
vised Statutes, is to be deemed the last assessment roll of the town. 
By § 27, of the same title, this roll is to be delivered to (he supervi- 
sor of the town on or before the first day of September in each year, 
to be by him delivered to the board of supervisors at their next 
meeting. 

According to the opinion of the supreme court, in 7 Wendell, 89, 
the roll is then to be deemed completed, so that the tiustees may 
use it as tbe basis of their tax list. It is true, that it may after-* 
wards be altered by the board of supervisors, by increasing or 
diminishing the aggregate valuation of real estate of the town 
to make it correspond with that of other towns. But it is obvi- 
ous this will not affect the proportion between the inhabitants of 
of the same town, so that an assessment apportioned on either 
roll would be the same, so far as the real estate is concerned. 
Should the proportions be varied when real and personal estates are 
assessed to the same person, yet under' the decisions referred to, the 
tax list made out upon the assessment roll as completed by the as- 
s<essors before any variation made by the supervisors would be valid. 
If any change is made by them, a subsequent tax list should vary 
also in the same particulars. Generally, the roll completed by the 
assessors will be a guide, but the trustees cannot be safe witbout jre- 
curring to the roll after its correction by the supervisors, as it has 
been held by the supreme court in the case above referred to, and in 
other cas^^ that if the tax list is made upon an assessment roll that 
is not the last valid one, the trustees will be personally liable. 

The question is often raised, how far, and to what extent, the las^ 
assessment roll of the town is to be followed in the valuations o^ 
trustees in levying taxes. It is to be adopted as the sole guide, "vtrhere 
a valuation has actually been made by the assessors on property, the 
condition of which remains substantially the same. But where im- 
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proTemenIs hare been made on reel estate which has thereby actual- 
ly been enhanced in value since the last assessment roll was comple- 
tedj or wher^ any material change has occurred in the situation of 
the^property, it is obvious that the last assessment roll ceases to be a 
standard of valuation. So, where an inhabitant acquires or parts 
with personal property, since the assessment roll was made out. And 
it is to be recollected that trustees are bound to follow the last as- 
sessment roll as far as possible, only with a reference to the valua- 
tions of property. Where it has changed hands, they are to put the 
assessment to the present owner, adopting the valuation of the town 
assessors. Where for instance one inhabitant sells his farm to ano- 
ther, the trustees in levying a tax are to assess the farm to the ven- 
dee, at the valuation of the town assessors, where no substantial 
improvement enhancing its value has occurred in the mean time, re- 
ducing if the circumstances require it, the valuation of his personal 
property, by the amount paid or secured to be paid as consideration 
money of the purchase, and increasing by the same amount, the va- 
luation of the personal estate of the vendor. In either of these ca- 
ses however, as an original valuation ol the trustees in part would 
become necessary, the proceedings prescribed by § 97, (No. 122,) 
would be requisite. But where a mere exchange of real estate is 
effected, no change in the valuations should be made, unless in the 
cases above specified, of substantial improvements or alterations, the 
names of the respective persons liable, only, requiring to be chan- 
ged. 

Where a reduction is duly claimed, and where, for any reason, the 
valuation of taxable property cannot be ascertained from the last as- 
sessment roll of the town, the trustees are required by § 97, (No. 
122,) to " ascertain the true value of the property to be taxed from 
the best evidence in their power; giving notice to the persons inter- 
ested, and proceeding in the same manner as the town assessors are 
required by law to proceed in the valuation of taxable property^** 
The proceedings to be had in such cases are specifically and parti- 
cularly pointed out in the extract from the Revised Statutes relating 
to the assessment of taxes, pages 123 and 124 ante, to which the at- 
tention of the trustees is referred. Substituting the word " trustees'* 
ior " assessors," wherever it occurs, the directions there given will 
afford a perfect guide in all proceedings under section 97» It has 
been decided by the Superintendent, p. 319, Decisions, &c. that the 
notice may be given by posting.it in three public places. It is to be 
given in all cases of variation from the town assessment roll. 
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5. Tax for building SchooUHouse. 

By § 98, (No. 123,) the trustees in assessing a tax for building a 
schoolbouse, are to exempt any person set off to their district with- 
out his consent, from any other district, within four years preceding 
the assessment of such tax, who shall have actually paid within that 
period, in the district fiom which he was taken under a lawful as- 
sessment therein, a district tax for the same purpose. The burden of 
proof in this case undoubtedly rests with the persons claiming the 
exemption, as the trustees can have no official knowlege of the fact. 

6. When taxes may he imposed by trustees without being specifically 

voted. 

By § 109, of the act .of 1847, (No. 134,) " When the trustees of 
any school district are required or authorised by law, or by vote of 
their district, to incur any expense for such district, and when any 
expenses incurred by them, are made by express provision of law a 
charge upon such district, they may raise the amount thereof by tax 
in the same 'manner as if the delinite sum to be raised had been vo- 
ted by a district meeting, and the same shall be collected and paid 
over in the same manner." 

By § 104, (No. 129,) the trustees are required to purchase two 
byank books for the purpose specified in that section, and by sub.^ 7, 
o/* § ^2^ (No. 87,) a book is to be provided for recording the pro- 
ce edings of the district. The trustees will be justified in imposing a 
tax, or adding to the amount of any voted by the district, for the ex- 
pense of these books. 

They are also to impose a tax for the deficiency of teachers' wa- 
ges, occasioned by the exemption of indigent pupils, as explained in 
the remarks on that subject. 

7. Form of a District Tax List to raise any tax voted or charged 

on a district^ and of a warrant for its collection. 

List of taxes apportioned by the trustees of district No. , in 

the town of Trenton, on the taxable inhabitants of said district, and 
corporations holding property therein, and upon real estate lying 
within the boundaries of such district, the owners of which are non- 
residents thereof, for the purpose of raising the sum of 
laid and charged on the said district, according to law. 
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Names of inhabitants and corporations. 



James Thomas, , 

The President, Directors, and Company of 
the Bank of Utica, *..•...• 

James Thoo^as, executor of the estate of 
John Thomas, deceased, 



Amount of taxes. 



$6 00 
60 00 
50 00 



Statement and description of unoccupied and unimproved lands of 
non-residents of said districty upon which a tax has been imposed 
as above stated. 



No. and description of lots and parts 

of lots. 



No. 17, 

Southwest quarter of lot No. 23,. . . 

Tract not subdivided, 

or 
Tract, the subdivision of which can- 
not be ascertained, bounded north 
by lot No. 17, south by north line 
* of A. B.J east by lot 15, and west 
by town line, 
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$0 75 
60 
621 



do 



To the collector of school district No. in the town of Tren- 
ton, in the county of Oneida: 

You are hereby commanded to collect from each of the taxable 
inhabitants and corporations named in the foregoing list, and of the 
owners of the real estate described therein, the several su^ns men* 
tioned in the last column of the skid list, opposite to the persons 
and corporations so named, and to the several tracts of land so de- 
scribed, together with five cents on each dollar thereof for your fees: 
and in case any person upon whom such tax is imposed, shall neg- 
ect or refuse to pay the same, you are to levy the same by distress 
and sale of the goods and chattels of the person or corporation so 
taxed, in the same manner as on warrants issued by the board of su-- 
pervisors to the collectors of towns; and you are to make a return 
of this warrant within thirty days after the delivering thereof to you; 
and within that time to pay over all moneys collected by virtue here* 
of to the trustees of the said district, some or one of them; and if 



\ 
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any tax on the real estate of a non-resident mentioned in the said 

list shall be unpaid at the time when you are required to return this 
warrant, you are to deliver to the trustees of the said district an ac- 
count t4iereof, according to law. 

Given under our hands this day of in the year one thou* 
Sand eight hundred and forty 

A. B. ) 

C. D > Trustees. 

E. F.) 

It is not necessary for the trustees to affix their seals to any war- 
rant. 

8 Renewal of Warrants. 

By § 112 (No. 137,) the trustees are expressly authorized to re- 
new a warrant against any ^delinquent person once; but in analogy 
to a decision of the supreme court, relating to warrants for the col- 
lection of town and county taxes, it has been supposed that a war- 
rant issued by trustees of school districts could not be renewed more 
than once. This has been remedied by the § i 13 (No. 138.) They may 
now be renewed as often as may be necessary, with the approbation 
of the town superintendent, but not otherwise. Applications for such 
approbation must state the facts and circumstances, and the reason 
why the warrant has not been collected, and must be verified by oath. 
Sych renewal may be in the following form, endorsed on the war- 
rant: * 

We hereby renew the within warrant, with the approbation of the 
town superintendent of common schools, this day of 184 . 

A. B. i 

C. D. > Trustees. 

E. F. ) 

IV. Duties of Trustees in relation to the purchase, cus- 
tody and sale of school houses and sites, the repair of 
such houses, and furnishing them with necessary fuel 
and appendages. 

1. Purchase and custody of school houses . 

By sub. 5, of § 82, (No. 107,) trustees of school districts are vest- 
ed with full and ample powers for carrying out the vote of the dis- 
trict, for the procurement of a site and building, by hiring or pnr- 
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dmsing, and for {drnishing and repairing the school house; and hf 
ftib. ,6, ot the same section, .thejr are ^^ to have the custody aad safe 
keeping of the 4btrict school housies.'^ 

Questions have freq^iently arisen, as to- the extent of the po^er 
conferred by this last subdivision; and to what uses the school house 
should be confined by the trustees. 

fl 

The general principle in relation to questions of this nature aris* 
ing in the sieveral school districts, is this: that it is the duty of the 
trustees to. exercise such a general supervision over the care and 
management of the district school house, as that the instruction of 
pupils in the school shall not be embarrassed by any use of the house 
other than for school purposes; ai|d Uiat the property of the di^trii^^ 
and the furniture, books, and papers belonging to the school, or the 
pupils shall not be injured or destroyed. Apy use of the house in ^ 

subordination to these restrictions, and not inconsistent with the main ' 
purposes for which it was designed, must be left to the determina- 
tion and pleasure of those to whoooi it beloqgs, ^ose wisheis and di- 
rections in this respect, the trustees are bound to carry out. The 
school house is the property of the district and subject to its control, 
within t£ie limitations of the kw. The purpose for which it was 
erected must be pursued, and nothing can be suffered to interfere 
with that. Upon this principle, and subject to the restrictions and 
Kmltation referred to, it may be used out of school hours, and when 
not wanted for any district purpose, for religious meetings, Sunday 
€choolsj lectures, debating' societies, or any of her moral, literary or 
useful purpose, with the approbation of a majority of the district 
aiid the consent of the trustees, or any t\v'o of them. 

2. gale Iff Sckoci Soim wd Site, . 

A v^ impor^aiit Vafi^h of the* duties iponmbenit up^n trustees, is 
thai which r^lati^ t« the djappaition of the school house a|id site, 
when no longer required for district purposes* Bj^ 74, (No^ 99f) 
4he itihabitants of the district are authoriaed, whenever the site o, 
the' school hoti«e- has been legally changed, to 'direct ^e sale of the 
Ibrjper site, togedier with the boiUings and appu.teBSBQes, or any 
pait thereof, at mxth price, and iipoa mk^lfi terms as they shall deem 
'most advanlageoQS to the district ^ la ibis the ^trusiees jK^t merely as 
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Ae miQistmal officeiv <^the iiMkn&ky and tre Vouad to cany cyil tlM^ 
dkiectiOBfi of the iohabitttits. They are tp execute the hectssafy. 
conveyances to the purchaser; ^d whe* a credit la (tiifected to be 
giren for any portioa of the consideration money, they are to take^ 
in. their corporate name^ such security, fay bcoid and loorigage or 
otherwise, as they may think proper;, to hold the s^me as a corpo- 
ration,, and account to their successors; and they are also authorized, 
in their name of office to sue for and recover the moheys due and 
unpaid upon any security so taken by them, or their predecessors, 
with interest and costs. iThey are by J^ 76, of the same act, (No. 
100,) to apply the moneys artsiug fVom such sale to the eicpenses in- 
curred in procuring a new site, and in removing or erecting a school 
house, so far as such application shall be necessary. 

By § 50, (No. 75.) " Whenever two or more districts or ^arts of 

districts shall be united, and there shall be more than one school 

house in such new or altered district, tlic trustees of such district 

^ may sell the site and buildings thereon, of either or both the school 

houses Situated in such new district" 

3. Modes of providing Fuel. ' 

There ai:e three, modes of providing fuel for the use of schi^ol dis- 
tricts. 1st. ^y a specific tax for that purpose, to be V4>ted by the 
inhabitants: 2d. Where this mode is not adopted, the trustees are 
directed by ^ 107, {JSo.. 132,) to determine the proportion which 
ev^ person aending cl^ildren U) school shall be- liable to provide^ 
acoordmg to the number sent Iqr each, exempting indigeat persona: 
and 3d. ^^ If any.persfm liable to provide such fuel, shall omk to pro- 
vide the same^ on^»<^tice froqo any one of such trustees, it shall be 
the duty of the trustees to furnish such fuel, attd to ct^rge the per- 
son so in default, the value of or amount paid for the. fuel furnished,'^ 
§ 108, (Np. 133,) and to add such amount to his rate-hill, or prose- 
cute for and collect the same.* ^ 106, (N^. ISS,)' 

Trustees should see that the i*eq>€ctive fkrofiorlfods ot tB^t are 
promptly furnished by the inhaUtams', or the omowA Aie^ on neg- 
lect, promptly eolleeted. - 

The statue vsm tlie term ^^ Ibel,^' "VtUiob inqficnrte woodar athtf foa^ 
terial in a state fit £ihp \j^ The trustees should not receive kige or 
gM^ilogs, which require i^Httiag or cutting; hutaho^ jbe^uire the- 
w«od to be ada^^ to the fire place or stove. . Unless this is done 
by those who are to furnish the fc^l|, there are no means of having 
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it {NTCjpttred. It omrndt be stM U> betlie duijr of the teacher, or of 
the pupils, to cut or split, or ia apy way to prepare the materiak 
aent for use. Greet inoonveQieiice has been frequently experienced 
firom the omitBioii to supply pn^r fuel, and Iha ashook baiie often 
been dbiaiased in. eottse^nefiee 

V. The employment of teachers and their payment, and 
the making put and collecting of rate, bills. ' 

1^ C(mtradt( wUk Teacb€r$n 

By subdivision 7 of § 82, (No. 107,) trustees are ** to contract 
with and employ all teachers in the district." 

The most fruitful sourceof difficulty in school districts, and of ap- 
plications to the superintendent, has been the loosness and irregularity 
^with which these contracts have been made. In some districts the 
trustees hare agreed to pay the teacher the whole amoiint of public 
money that should be received, be it more or less. This is unjust to 
the teacher or the district, and has almost always led to contention. 
The agreement ijhould be to pay him n specific sum by the oionth or 
by the quarter, adequate to the value of his services. If the pul^lic 
money is not sufficient, the deficiency should be supplied by a rate 
bill. It is not to be believed that any intelligent citi'zen will con- 
sider that sordidness to be economy which prefers thaf their children 
should be brought up- in ignorance, or instructed in error, rather than 
contribute the mere trifle which will secure them an education, at least 
sound and accurate, as far it goes. When the rewards which other 
professions and avocations hold out to .talent, knowledge and indufi- 

« 

try, are so liberal, how can it be expected that persons, conipetent to 
the great business of Instruction, should devote themselves to it for a 
compensation inadequate to ^their support? 

If the public money should be more than sufficient to remunerate 
the teacher, the trustees should consider whijther they may not estab- 
lish another school or distinct department. A large amonnt of pub- 
lic money indicates a lafge number of children over five and under 
sixteen, and of course there will be the materials for a large school, 
or for more than one, especially if they are of a character to com- 
mand respect and inspil*e confidence. 

« 

It is strongly recommended tfa^t wberever it shldl be practicable. 
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there be a separate school for boysiinder. the cfaflirge of a maleteacbs- 
^9 and another for girls uad« a female. 

Should there be a stirp^iK of puUie money after paying a fair and 
just equivalent to the teachers who can be nsefdly empbyedjfihe dis- 
trict will always be relieved from the consequences of Bot expending 
the whole, upon application to the superintendent. 

■ 
A practice prevails to «ome extent, of contracting with teachers 

that they shall collect the rate bill, or the sum that may be deficient 
after applying the public money. This is wholly illegal, and is sure 
to involve trustees and teachers iu difficulty. The deficiency must 
be collected by the trustees, by warrant, annexed tQ a rate bill, and 
delivered to the collector. The superintendent has constantly refused- 
to interfere in all cases wlere any arrangement for the collection of 
teachers' wages, other than that prescribed by law has been made; 
and he will steadily continue such refusal. Thife exinression in subdi- 
vision 8*of § 82, (No* 107,) *^ excepting siich suma as may have 
been collected by the teachers,'' iniplies tlbat they may collect their 
wages. But this can apply only to the casie of voluntary payment, 
and does not justify truste^fs in abandoning the means of collection 
provided by law. 

Another practice requires notice. It is that of trustees engaging 
with a teacher that he shall board wi(h the parent of the children 
alternately. There is no authority for such a contract, and it cannot 
be enforced on the inhabitants. . This i^ompulsory boarding gives oc- 
casion to constant altercation and complaint, which often terminates 
in breaking up the school. . The best arrangement is to give the 
teacher a specific sum and let him board himself. But there are some 
districts so destitute that it Q^ay afford the inhabitants oonsiderable 
relief to be permitted to board the teacher. In such ca3es the object 
can be obtained in another way. Let the trustees contract with the 
teacher at a specific sum per month, or by the quarter, and they then 
agree with him, that if he shall be afforded satisfa^ctory board at the ^ 
house of any of , the' inhabitants, he ^ill allow whatever svm may be 
agreed on per week for such board, to be applied to bis wages, and 
will give an order on the jtrustees for the amount, to the person with 
whom he boards: and the trustees may, then aqcept such order from 
the inhabitants, as payment to 1;hat extent upon his'^luition bill, and 
deduct it from the amount to be paid the teacher, after having paid 
him the whole of the public monjay.- 
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.It i&fitrongljr reoonmended that all contmets with teachers be 
caade in writing, and a dop^ieate kept by each partj.^ In bo other 
way can justice be done to the parlies i« case of any dispute 

The power of the tirustees to oonlract with and employ teachers, 
cannot be controlled by Ihe inhabttants: akhpiigh it should never be 
exercised unless under very .peculiar ciroumstanees^ in opposition to 
the known wishes of a decided majority of the district. 

2. Mod€ i^ Paymg Teackers. 

« 

f This, is specifically provided for by § 82, (No. 107,) above re- 
referred to. Sy ^subdivision eight, the trustees are ^^ to pay the 
wages of such teachers, when qualified, out of the moneys which shall 
come into their hands from town superintendents of common schools, 
ao far as such moneys shall be sufficient ipr that purpose; and to col- 
lect the residue of such wages; excepting such snms as may have 
been collected by the teachers, from all persons liable therefor." 

< 
By subdivisions nrne,^ ten, eleven, twelve, thirteen' and fourteen, 
they are, 

" To divide the public moneys received >by them, whenever author- 
ised by a vote of their district, into not exceeding two portions for 
each year, to assign ami apply one of such portions to each term du- 
ring which a school shall be kept in such district, for the payment 
of the teachers* wages' durfhg such quarter or terra; and to collect 
the residue Of such wages, not paid by the proportion of public mo- 
ney allotted for that purpose, from the persons liable therefor, as 
above provided. 

" To exempt from the payment of wages of teachers, either wholly 
or in part, such indigent persons within the district as they shall think 
proper, in any one quarter or term, and the same shall be a charge 
upon such district: 

^^ To certify such exemptions, and deliver the certificate thereof, 
to the clerk of the district, to be kept on file in his offipe: 

'^ To ascertain, by examination of the school lists kept by such teach- 
ers, the number of days for which each person not so exempted, shall 
be liable to pay for instruction, and the amount payable by each per- 
son: 
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'' To make out a tnJte UU oaataitttng thft, mame of eaeb peison so 
liaUey and the amount for wkieb be is liable^ and to annex tliertia 
a warrant for the coUtetion.tliMeof: and 

'^ To deliver audi rate bill, .wilii the wamlnt annexed, to the col- 
lector of the district^ as diiected fay sididiviaion 14, of § 8S (No. 
107,) and § 83, (No. 106.) 

By § 84, of the same act, (No. 109,) ** where by 'reason of the 
inability to collect any tax or rate bill, there shell be a deficiency in 
the amount r rd, the inhabitants of the district, in district meeting, 
riinil difeot the t sing of a saffictenit sum td supply such deficiency, 
by tax, or the same hall be collected by rate bill, as the case may 
require.'^ 

In accordance with tibete seT<eral prorisions, trustees of districts in 
making out their rate bills^ will hereafter proceed as follows: 

1. They will first ascertain the amount due to the teacher, under 
, bis contract^ for the fimt quarter's services. 

2. They will then apply so much of the public money as is appli- 
caUe to the termi in dimioutioD of such amount* 

3. They will assess the balance upon each inhabitant who has sent 
to the school during the term, (including indigent persons) according 
to the number of children and of days, sent by each, as. appears by 
the verified list kept by the teacher, under the 104th ^ectio^ of the 
aforesaid act. (No. 129.) 

4. They will then proceed to exempt, either, wholly or in part, 
such indigent inhabitants as they may think proper for the payment 
of their proportion of such assessment, and certify th/e whole amount 
of such exemptions, and deliver the pertificate thereof to the clerk of 
the district, to be kept by him. 

6. They will then make out a rate bill against those exempted iu 
part, for the balance remaining after such partial exemption, and 
against those not exempted either wholly or in part, for the collec- 
tion of the amounts assessed against them respectively, and add their 
warrant, in the usual manner. Such warrants need not be under seal, 
and may be executed by the collector '' in any other district or town, 
in the same manner, and with the like authority, as in the district 
for which he was chosen or appointed.'' (No. 128.) 
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6. llie trustees will colket tlie ataoaiit'of exemptions, as certified 
Wjr diem, by a tai^, wbieh they are autiiortsed to impose by .tie 109tli 
section (No.* 134,) apon all the taxable inhabitaats of tfae distriet, 
^ in the same manner as if tibe definite sum to be raised haid been 
TOted by a district meeting." They may immediately proceed to im- 
pose this tax; or they may add the amount to any tai thereafler im- 
posed for district purposes, as may be most eonTenielnt. 

Trustees should exercise a liberal discretion in making exemptions 
in behalf of indigent inhabitant?, so that the charge, for tuition shall 
in BO C9se be burdensome: while on the other hapd, &ey should n<^ 
yer allow the consideration of the trifling amount of the general tax 
for such exemption when leried upon the whole taxaUe property of 
the district, to tempt them tinto an unnecessary exercise of the pow- 
ers confided to them. 

To illustrate this proceeding more fully, let us apply the several 
s^psi necessary to be taken Jn ordinary cases. Suppose a teacher 
employed for the usual term of four months at $30 per month. The 
public money, i^luding local funds, belonging to the district, and 
applicable to the term, either by the decision of a district meeting, 
^ above specified, or by th^ d^teroaination of the trustees, is $40: 
the amount due the teacher for his quarter's services is of course $80, 

« of which the trustees pay him $40 at once, from the public money, 
and take his receipt therefor. They then call upon him for his list, 
kept and verified accwding to the provisimis of § 1,04, (No. 129,), and 
filter having ascertained from sach list, the number 6f days' aitendaflMie 
lor which each |)ers6n sending to school is liable, they will proceed to 
assess the respective proportioofs of the remaiiiing $40, from eadi, ac- 
cording to the whole number of days and children sent Thns tf one in- 
habitant kaa sent four children for 104 days^ he will be charged ^r 4}6 
days, and so on. Suppose upon adding up the whole number of days 
thus ascertained, the total is found to be 4,000^ for the average attend* 
ance of 4fy scholars for the .whole term: the proportion of $40 due 
fer oae scholar for each day, would ibe one cent: and this multiplied 
by the number of days each scholar attended, would give his propor- 

' tion: and by adding the proportions of each belonging to the smaie 
family, the amount due from each person sending to school is ascer- 
tained. The trustees then make out an assessment in the following 
form: 



/ 
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Assessment contaimng the name of each person liable for ieacb- 
ers' wages iti dutrict No. in the. town of Trenton , for the tem 
ending on the day of J84 , and the amount for which each 
person is liable. 



Names of inhabitaitts sending to achooLt tjJ^^ ^' 



John Jackson, • • • : «... 

James Johnson, 

Timothy Warner, 

Peter Barney, • 

Solomon Kinney^ • • • •' 

William Jones^ 

John Dye, ' 

William Johnson, 

Thomas Jones, ^ 

John RadclifT, 

James Tunlcliff, . • • • 

John Simons, « 

Joseph Williams, « • • • • • « 



of days sent. 



Amount of 
school bill. 




$1 
4 
8 



4 
1 
1 
5 
6 
6 
6 
3 



04 
16 
12 
50 
54 
16 
04 
04 
20 
20 
20 
20 
60 



$40 00 



The assessment should be signed by the trustees and filed with the 
district clerk. 

The next step is to exempt such indigent persons as the trustees 
may think proper, from the payment pf the' sums set opposite to their 
names, either wholly or in part. Suppose Peter Barney ta be ex- 
empted whoHy, and Thomas Jones ao4 John Radcliff each from the 
payment of one-half the amounts asaessad to them; the trustees will 
first make out a certificate, to be filed with the clerk of the district 
in the following form: 

3. Certificate of Exemption, 
We, the undersigned, trustees of District No. in the town of 

Trenton, do certify, that we have this day exempted Peter Barney 
frQm the payment of any share of the wages of the teacher employed 
in said district for tbe term ending on the day of 

18 and Thomas Jones and Jo)in RadclifT each from the payment 
of one half the amount assessed to them respectively, as their share 
of such wages. 
Dated tliis day of 18 

A. B.) 

C. D. } Tmsteea. 

E. F.) 
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They will then proceed to make out their rate bill and warrant i& 
the following manner: 

Form of Rate Bill and Warrant 

Rate bill, containing the name df each person liable for teachers' 
wages, in District No. in the town of Trenton, for the term end- 
ing on the day of 184 and the amount for which 
each person not exempted, either wholly or in part, from the pay* 
ment of such amount, is so liable, with the fees of the collector 
thereon. 



If ames inhabitants sending 
to sdiool. -^ 



John Jackson, • « • 
James Johnson,.. 
Timothy Warner, 
Solomon Einney, . 
William Jones, . . 

John Dye, 

William Johnson, 
Thomas Jones, . • • 
John Radcliff, • • • 
James Tunicliff, . . 
John Simon,. ^a** 
Joseph Williams,^ 



Of 40 

o 



o > 
o 

u 

o ::: 

a 
a 
o 

a 
■< 



104 
416 
3121 
54 
416 
104 
104 
520 
520 
520 
520 
360 



%\ 04 
4 16 
3 12 
54 



3,070 



4 
1 
1 
2 
2 
6 
5 
3 



16 
04 
04 
60 
60 
20 
20 
60 



Paid to teacher. 
$3 paid to teacher. 



36 90 



To the Collector of School District No. 
ton, in the county of Oneida. 



in the town of Tren* 



You are hereby commanded to collect from each of the persons in 
the annexed i^ate bill named, the several sums mentioned in the last 
column thereof, with five per cent for your fees, excepting such suots 
as may have been collected by the teacher or paid to tne trustees; 
and within thirty days after receiving this warrant to pay the ampunt 
80 collected by you, into the hands of the trustees of said district, or 
one of them; and in case any person therein named shall neglect of 
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nefuM to pa; the amount set opposite bis Mme t» aft>r«6aid| you 

are to levy the same by distress and sale of the goads and chattels 
of such person. 

Given under our hands, this day of in the year 

of Lord one thousand eifl^ht hundred and 

A, B. 

C. D > Trustees. 

E. F. 

There will still remain $3.10 of the amount due the teacher for 
his wages, being the amount of exemptions by the trustees; and this 
sum fiomst be levied by t«ic on all the taxable inhfibit&nta of Ae district 
and corporations holdipg property therein, in the same manner as 
though such amount had been actually voted by the district to be 
raised. If the teacher can wait upon the district, or the trustees 
choose to advance the money in its behalf, the amount may be added 
to the next tax that may be voted for district purposes. It should, 
however, be ^assessed within a reasonable time; and wherever the 
amount of exemptions is sufficient to warrant an immediate assess- 
ment, it should at once be levied. The trustees must exercise a sound 
discretion in this respect, with reference to the amount to be raised, 
and the probability of an early o|iportunity to add it to aone district 
tax. 

Any inhabitant of the district liable for the payment of teachers' 
wages, may pay his proportion to the trustees, at any time before 
the expiration of thirty days after the rate bill is actually made 
out; and such payment exempts him, to the extent so paid from the 
operation of the rate bill. The language of the 8th subdivtision of 
^ 82, (No. 107,) recognizes the right of collection on the part of the 
teacher; although, as before remarked, its exercise is, as a general 
xule« inexpedient Where any portion of his bill is thus colleqted by' 
the teacher <or trustees, the amount, and the name of the inhabitafht 
paying it, should be noted by the trustees on the rate bill and the 
amount so paid must be allowed to the credit of the person paying it. 
But the whole sum for which the rate bill and preliminary assess- 
inent is n^ade out, is not to be varied by the fact of such payoMiit; 
«Mdit (HiLy is to be given for the amount paid to the teacher and 
trastees,in the rate bill; as otherwise by diminishing the sum to be 
raised by the amount so paid, a double assessment on the person 
paying, would be the consequence. 
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YI. Annval I'^ eporte cf Trustees 

1. When Annual Reports of Trustees are to be made. 

The statute, $ 115, (No. 140,) requires that trustees s^all mak« 
their annml reports, between the first and fifteenth days of January m 
each year, and transmit the same to the town superintendents. The 
report includes the transactions of the year ending the last day of the 
preceding December. If the trustees make their reports at an early 
day, the town superintendent will have time to examine them and 
retura them for correctioii, when found defective. 

If a report does not show a compliance with the law, the town 
superintendent Cannot apportion to the district a share of the school 
moneys; and if the presentation of the report is delayed until the day 
of the apportionment, no time will be left for returning it to the trus- 
tees, and the district will lose its public money, leaving only the re- 
mote contingency of showing a case which will justify the superin- 
tendent of Common Schools in allowing the loss to be made up at 
the next year's apportionment. Even if his interposition is obtained, 
great inconvenience and embarrassment are inevitable, through the 
loss of the public money one yeir, and the receipt of a double por- 
tion the next. 

When trustees go out of cSae between the last of December am] 
fifteenth of January following, they should promptly make out their 
report before the expiration of the term of office, and deliver it to 
their Isuccessors. This will save them and their successors much 
trouble, and will much facilitate their receipt of the public money. 

By § 145, (No. 173,) trustees of school districts will perceive that 
a penalty of ten dollars is imposed for refusing or wilfully neglecting 
to make any report, or to perforpi any other duty required by law or 
by the regulations or decisions of the superintendent, made under the 
authority of any statute; and they are referred to the foregoing in- 
structions to supervisors, for the view6 of the superintendent respect- 
ing the execution of this provision. They are also liable to a pe&- 
aly of $25, and to be deemed guihy of a misdemeanor, far signing a 
false report, with intent to procure a greater shar^ of t>ubHc mtmty 
thfiiQ the just proportion of their district ^ 123, (No. 148.) 
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In addition to the particulars required by ^ 116, (No. 141,) trustees 
are to state such other information in relation to the schools as the 
superintendent may require. 

By virtue of the authority conferred on the superintendeirt, by the 
same section, they are also hereby required, hereafter to state in their 
annual repwts, 

> 

1. The number of books belonging to their district library on the 
last day of December in each year: 

2. The number of times the school in their district has been in- 
spected and visited by the town superintendent during the year re- 
ported: 

3. the names of the several school books in use in the school in 
their district during such year: 

4. The number of pupils who have attended the school in Said dis- 
trict for a term less than two toionths, during the said year; the num- 
ber attending two and less than four months; the number attending 
lour and Iq^s than six months; the number attending six and less 
thaii'^ight months; the number attending eight and less than ten 
months; the number attending ten and less than twelve months; and 
the number attending twelve months; 

5 The number of select and private schools in their district, other 
than incorporated seminVies, and the average number of pupils at- 
tending them during the preceding year. 

/ 6. The number of colored children between the ages of &ve and 
sixteen years, attending any school for such children established 
in the district, and instructed therein at least .four months by a teacher 
duly licensed, specifying the number attending from different districts, 
designating suck districts, and. the number frop eaeh, the amount of 
public money received from the town superintendents for such schools 
during the year ending with the date of their report, and the amount 
paid for the compensatipn of such teacher, over and above the public 
monqr so received, 
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One of the most important items in the annual report of trustees, is 
the number of children residing in the district between the' ages of 
five and sixteen, as it affords the most sure and practical test of th« 
progreiss of primary education. There is reason to believe as has 
heretofore been remarked, in the instructions to town superintendents, 
(see page ante,) that the reports have been very inaccurate in this 
respect. Some difficulty ^has, it is true, been experienced in deter- 
mining with the requisite precision, tne children proper to be included 
within the boundaries of ihe several districts; but the specific provis- 
ions of the late act, § 118, (No. 143,) will, it is believed, remove 
every difficulty of this kind. By that section it is required that the 
reports shall include all children over five and under sixteen, who, 
at the date of the report, are actually in the district, composing part 
of the family of their employers, residing ^t the time in the district, 
although such residence — that is, of the employers, parents, &c., be 
temporary. But children belongijig to» the family of a person who 
is an inhabitant of another district, are not to be included. If, there- 
fore, a person who is not an inhabitant of some other district, resides 
teiiporarily in a given district, all the children l^elortging to his fami- 
ly are to be reported. The law embraces a class of persons who wete 
not before enumerated in any district: — those whose parents* or em- 
ployers had not gained a rjesidence^ in the state. 

VII. Trustees accounting to their Successors, paying 
over balances and deliyering papers to them. 

When the term of office of the trustees expiries, after the annual 
distril^ution is made, and before the first day of January^ their suc- 
cessors are often put to great and imnecessary trouble to obtain the 
information indispensable to enable th^n to make their annual re- 
ports. They are, by law, [section 125, No. 150,] required to ren- 
der an account in writing, " of all moneys received, and the manner 
in which the same was expended." Even this is too often neglect- 
ed, and the succeeding trustees are unable to ^state that the public 
money has been applied to a qualified teacher, and of course the dis- 
trict loses its money. Trustees guilty f»f such neglect, not on j sub- 
ject themselves to a penalty of ten dollars, but are liable also, indivi- 
dually, for the amount of money thereby lost to the district. As'they 
are now required, by § 104 of the act of 1847, (see No. 129,) to 
keep a bodk in which they are to enter aU moneys received and paid 
by them^ and all moveable property belonging to the district, thens 
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can be no difficulty in complying wiUi the law respecting ibe render- 
ing their accounts. 

But the rendering of full accounts of money received and expend- 
edf is not sufficient to enable succeeding trustees to perform their 
duties^ or to make put their reports. They cannot collect money 
that may be due a teacher, without knowing what scholars have at- 
tended the school and how many days. They cannot raise the 
means of paying for fuel or other lawful expenses, without knowing 
what expenses haye been incurred and remain unpaid. To reach this 
evil, the following regulation is hereby established: 

Whenever trustees of school districts go out of office, they shall, 
in addition to the account they are required by law to render to their 
successors, furnish them with: 

1. A written statement of all contracts entered into by them, re- 
maining unpaid, in whole or in part, whether made with teachers or 
^ny other person, the amount paid by them on such contracts, and 
the sum remaining due: 

2, If there be any sum due from parents, or for which they are 
liable for the tuition of their children, the trustees shall furnish thek 
successors a list of the scholars who attended school during the time 
such liability accrued, and the number of days they respectively a^ 
tended: 

3i Unless they go out of office on the 1st day of January, in any 
year, they shall also furnish their successors with a written statement 
of the time a school has been kept in the district since the Ist of 
January, by a teacher who has received the certificate required by 
law, naming such teacher: 

4. And whenever they go out of office during a term of the school 
not then ended, they shall furnish a similar statement, of the time a 
school has been kept, by whom, and the names of the scholars attend- 
ing during such term, with the number of ^days of their attendance 
respectively: ' • 

6* Thqr are also to deliver over the book of ^^ Common School 
Decisions and liaws," the instructions and circulars they may have 
received from the superintendent, the eatalogoe of the district libraiy, 
and all other papers and docuanrnts relating to their office, and ikef 
aire to fornish all information to tbeir siicoessoni, as t6 any official 
act or duty, that may be required by them. 
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r Vm. Softs hy and against Trustees. 

1. SuiU hy Trustees. 

By § 74y (No. 99,) trustee are authorized to sue for and recover 
the moneys due upon any security taken by them, or their predeces- 
sors in office, on the sale of the school-house and site of their di9- 
trict^^and in the cases provided for by that section, with interest and 
costs. 

By § 108, (No. 133,) the trustecoi are authorised to sue for and re* 
cover the value of, or amount paid for the proportion of fuel which 
any inhabitant of the district shall neglect to provide, on notice, to- 
gether with costs of suit. 

■ 

By § 112, (^0. 137,) trustees are authorized to prosecute f6r the 
amount due on a tax list or rate bill, against non-residents of their 
district, where bo goods or chattels can be found in the district 
whereon to levy. 

By §'114, (No. 139,) they are directed, in case the moneys Ap- 
portioned to their district are withheld, to prosecute for the recovery 
thereof, with interest, against the officer in whose hands the same 
shall be, or to pursue each other ronedy for the recovery thereof, as 
is or shall be given by law. This provision, it' is supposed, is ap- 
plicable only to cases of illegal detention in the hands of the town 
superintendent, of money apportioned to a district, and not to the 
withholding of such money in consequence of the discovery of some 
illegality or informality in the reports from the districts. Where the 
right of the district to its share is incontestible, and the amount is 
still withheld for any reason, the trustees are diirected to prosecute; 
and the proper remedy in such a case, would be an sfction of assump- 
sit ibr moa<^y had and received to Ihe use of the district against 9Qch 
town ^^leriBtoMkiit. . 

By % 128, (No. 153,) trustees are directed to proi^ecute their pre- 
decessors for the recovery of the forfeiture of $25, incurred by a 
refusal or neglect to account, or to pay over any balance due from 
them, on the expiration of their term of office, and to apply the mo- 
ney recovered to the use and be^t 6f their school; and by § 129, 
(No, 154,) ill connecticm trith § 39, (No. 64,) they are authorized 
fo prosecute for af^y unpaid balance in the hands of a former trustee, 
or his representatives^ and directed to apply the amount recovered to 
the use of the district, in the «anle manner as if they had been paid 
without suit. 
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By § 102y (No. 127,) tbqr are ako Mifliorised to prosecute for the 
recovery) with interest and costs, of all forfeitures incurred by a col- 
lector, and unpaid balances in his hands, and to apply the moneys 
recovered in the same manner as if paid without suit 

By § 61, (No. 86,) trustees are to prosecute for the recovery of 
the fine of ten dollars, with costs of Suit, imposed upon any inhabi 
tant voting at any school district meeting without being qualified. 

2. SviU against TrudeeM^ 

It is conceived that an essential service may be rendered to offi** 
cers connected with common schools, by informing them of seme ge* 
neral principles to show the extent of their liability to suits by in« 

dividqakk 

« 

Officers required by law to e5tercise their judgments are not an* 
swerable for mistakes of law, or mere errors of judgment^ without any 
fraud or malice. Jenkins vs. WMron^ 11th Johnson's Reports, 114. 

A public ofi&cer who is required by law to act in certain cases, ao* 
cording to his judgment or opinion, and subject to penalties for his 
neglect, is not liable to a party for an omission arising frQm a ibis- 
take, or want of skill, if acting in good feith. Seaman vs. Pai*.eny 
2ad Caine's Reports, 312. 

, ' * 

But an ofiicer entrusted by the common law or by statute is liable 
to an action for negligence in the performance of his trust, or. for 
fraud or neglect in the execution of bis office. Jwmt vs. JoUffe^ 9 
Johnson's Report, 381. 

And an officer who commands an act to be don^ by issuing a war- 
rant or other process, if he act without jurisdiction of the subject 
matter, or of the person, is liable as a trespasser. Horton vs. Auch^^ 
mordy^l Wendell, 200. But if he have jurisdiction, errors in judg- 
ment do not subject him to action. 

Mere irregularities in proceedings will not render an officer, hav- 
ing discretionary powers or acting as a judge, liable to a civil suit 
There is a large class of cases, in which the remedy is only by plea 
to the proceedings or by writ of error. See BuUer vs. Potter^ 17 
Johns. 145, and Gr^n vs. MiUhdl^ 2 Cowen's Reports, 548L / 



I 
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• 

The collector or^ other officer who executes process, h^ peculiar 
furotection. He is protected, although ^he court or officer issuing 
«Qch process, have not in fact jurisdiction of the case; if on the face 
#f the process it appears that such court or officer had jurisdiction of 
the subject matter, and nothing appears ia such princess to apprize 
the officer but that there was jurisdiction of the person of the party af- 
fected by the process. Savacool vs. Boughton^ 5 WendelPs Report^ 
170. 

A contract made by all the trustees, and signed by two, is binding; 
-and where a contract is signed, or a warrant issued by two trustees, 
the presence of the third will be presumed, until the contrary be 
shown. Two trustees can contract against the will of the third, if 
lie was duly notified of a meeting of the trustees, or was consulted 
and refused to act. McCoy vs. Courtreey 9 Wendell, 17. 

Where a district votes a tax to purchase a new site and build a 
school house thereon, where the consent of the town superintendent 
had not been obtained for a change of the site, (the district not being 
an altered one) the trustees are liable in trespass for making out a 
tax list and issuing a warrant for the eoUeetion of such tax, on the 
ground that the district had no authority to vote such tax. BiJcer 
^vs. Freemaiiy 9 Wendell 36. 

Trustees are not liable as trespassers for omitting to insert the 
names of all the taxable inhabitants in. the tax list, where there is 
no evidence of bad faith on their part. Easton vs. Calendar , 11 
Wendell, 90. 

Subordinate tribunals are not Kable as trespassers for acts done 
growing out of an error of judgment. B. 

Trustees tire Mable in trespass for making out their tax list upon 
ttny other basis than the last assessment roll of the town, aft^r it has 
been reviewed and finally settled by the assessors. Mexander vs. 
Hoyty 7 Wendell, 89. 

Inhabitants of a distriot must vote a precise and definite sum, as a 
tax for building a school-house, or any other purpose, and trustees 
will not be authorised to issue their warraht, to levy a tax under a 
jgreneral vote. Robinson vs. Dodge y 18 Johns. 36 !• 

10 
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Trmteefi te office are liable on tHe eontraets o( ibtk priedleoefiion 
for tbe empl(^ment of teacliert!, pertobafiy, becsuse tfaey hkxe tfe^ 
aaeans of indemnifykig theiBselves, and Aost who made Ae oon^ad 
are not liable affcer the ^Kpiration of th^k term of ofliea. Silver ta. 

Tbe court intimate a distinctioB between tbose cases where the 
trustees are not to act unless money is previously raised^ and those 
where it is to be collected subsequent to the performance of the 
work. In the first class of eases they are Bot to incur responsibili- 
ties beyond the means in their possession ; they render themselves- 
personally resyponsibk, and their successors are not hoklen. The first 
^ass of case» would seem to include those only which are specified 
in sub. 69 § 82, (No. 107) and those in which blarii: books, mapa^ 
globes, black boards^ and other school apparatus may be procured by 
means of a previous tax. In these cases successors are supposed not 
to be liable^, unless money comes into their hands for the purpose. 

In all other cases, it is supposed sTtrccessors are liable on the con- 
trasct of theif predecessors* 

It is quite important to trustees to know that th€ pillions of AiB- 
department have been, unifotmly, that their costs in any suit cannot 
be paid by a vote of the district to levy a tax for that puipose ; as 
the only purposes for whidi a tax can be voted are specified in the 
statutes, and this is not am»ng them. 

fey section 108, of Title 4^ Ch. 8, Part 3> Rev. Stat p. 476, vol. 

2, 1st edition, [§ 112, p. 390, 2d edition, vol. 2,] it is provided that 

in suits against trustees of school districts and other officers, " the 

debt, damages or costs recovered agaipst them shall be collected in 

the same manner as against individuals and the amount so collected 

shall be allowed to them in their official accounts." It is presumed 

that thin provision does n6t relate to actions for personal deiiaquen- 

€ies,. but to those etily which arise out <tf aa official duty. As the 

recoveries are to be " allowed them in their acoounts,'' k is tmplie4 

that they may retain the amount of moneys in their hands, and s^t 

off the sums recovered. But this cannot apply to the public «chooI 

moneys paid to them for the purpose of eaoiploykig teachers, as those 

iBoiieyB are specifically appropriated by law to* that purpose, and can^ 

not be diverted to any other. 

^ . ■ 
The provision of § 146, of the act 1847, (No. 174,) abundantly 

protects trustees,, and all other officens from costs^ in places whece 
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tfaiqr act in goa^ faith ; especially ks &ey have now the means of 
eorrectiog any error in any tax list or rate biU> by application to 
tiie SQperinteadeiii. 

Qnesticms respecting the liabilities of trustees for their joint acts, 
and for the acti^ of each other, are frequently presented. It becomes 
proper to state the. grounds and limits of their responsibility in this 
respect, tiiat they tnay^be better enabled to guard against its con- 
sequienc^s. 

The object being to secure fidelity to the trust and to pre\sen^ ne- 
gligence and fraud, the rules which govern in the cases of executors, 
gmnrdiaiiB and other private trustees, must be applicable to officers 
holding a similar fiduciary ndation to the public, and therefore the 
principles which have been settled in those cases by the courts, will 
b(3 the guide in determining the extent of their liability. 

The general rule, as laid down by an ^ninent juristi (Story on 
Equity Jurisprudence,) and sustained by the adjudged cases, is, that 
^int trustees are responsible only for their own acts, and not for the 
acts of each other, unless they haye mad# some agreement by .which 
they have expressly agreed to be bound for each other ; or have, by 
&eir voluntary ico-oper»tion or connivance, enabled the o^r to ac- 
eompli^h an object in violation of the trust. This rule is exempU'* 
fied in the following cdses. 

1. Where money has beeh received jointly, all are in general Iia« 
Me for its application, and a joiiit receipt is presumptive evidence 
of the fact that it came to the hands of all ; but either may show that 
his joining in the receipt was formal or necessary, and that the whole 
of the money was in fact received by his companions. And if it 
was misapplied before there was a reasonable opportunity to control 
it, he would not be responsible. 

2. When by any positive act, direction or agreement of one joint 
trustee, the money is paid over and comes to the bands of the oth««, 
When it might and should have be^ otherwise controlled c^ secured 
by both, then each will be chargeaWe for the whote. 

There is great difficulty in applying this rule to the case of trus- 
tees of common schools. The money for distribution cannot be in 
the hands of more than one ; there are ordinarily no means of insur- 
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iog a control oyer it fay all, by -dtposifing it in a bank or other place 
of security, and I know of no authority by whieh any two trustees 
could require the third to give security for its faithful disbursement. 
One has as much right to its custody as another. The simple fact, 
therefore, that public money has been received by one and misap- 
plied, cannot in itself render the others liable. 

It would seem that there should be some act of omission or com- 
mission on the part of the others to render them liable for the mis* 
conduct of their associate ; and here the following rule seems better 
adapted to the case. 

3. If one trustee wrongfully suffer the other to detain the trust 
money a long time in his own hands without security, or should lend 
it to him on his simple note, or should join with the other in lend- 
ing it on insufficient security, in all sixh cases he would be held liabk 
for any loss- Of course, a trustee who has connived iat or been privy 
to an embezzlement of the trust money would be liable. And if it be 
mutually agreed between them that one shall have the exclusive ma- 
nagement of one part of the trust property, and the other of another 
part, l)oth would be liable for the acts of each. 

Considering the equal rights and powers of each trustee, that the 
law has made, no provision for requiring security Vrom them, and the 
gross injustice of making an officer responsible for Ae misconduct of 
an associate over whom he has no control, they ought not to be held 
liable for each other's acts, unless there be some evidence of partici- 
pation or connivance, like those ' specified in the third class of cases 
above mentioned. 

1. Schools for Colored Children* 

By § 147, (No. 184,) a school for colored children may be estab^ 
lished in any district, with the approbation of the tovvn superinten- 
dent, which is to be under the charge of the trustees.of the district in 
which such school is established. Trustees in. their annual reports 
ux^ also required particularly to specify the number of such children 
over five and under sixteen years of age, attending such school from 
different districts, naming such districts respectively, and the number 
from each attending for four months, and instructed by a duly quali- 
fied teacher,, which report is to forn^ the basis of an apportionment to 
such school of a share of the public money. 
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The pFOTisions contained in liiis section are more particularly ap« 
plicableto those cities and lirge villages where no special legal pro- 
visions have been made for the instruction of colored children. The 
means provide!! are, it is true, altogether insuflScient to meet the ex- 
pense which must necessarily be incurred in the' organization of these 
schools; and inasmuch as the class of community for whose special 
benefit they are intended are generally unable to contribute to such 
expense in^ any considerable degree, the object in view can seldom 
be fully attained, but through the efforts of charitable and. benevolent 
individuals in the several districts, from which the colored sthoolsare 
composed. These efforts have, hitherto, been paralyzed from the ab- 
sence of any legal power to effect the necessary organizatioa; and 
the provision now made was, doubtless, intended to supply that defect, 
and to furnish a nucleus around which the benevolent exertions of the 
friends of education and humanity might be concentrated. If, how- 
ever, in any of thfe country districts a colored school can be organized 
and efficiently kept up for the requisite length of time, it is hoped no 
efforts will be spared to carry into effect the provisions of the section. 
Colored children are entitled equally with all others, to the privileges 
and advantages of the district school; and wherever they can be 
grouped together in a separate school, under the charge of a compe- 
tent teacher, they will be far more likely to derive the full benefits 
of such instruction as may be best adapted to their circumstances and 
condition, while at the same time, the disadvantages inseparable from 
their attendance at the district school, will be avoided. 

2. Bond to be required of the Collector. 

Trustees are authorised by § 103, (No. 128,) to require of the col- 
lector of their district, before delivering to him any warrant for the 
collection of moneys, to execute a bond to them, in their corporate 
same, with one or more fi^ifeties, to be approved by one or more of 
their number, in double the amount to be collected, condittoa^ for 
the due and faithful execution of the duties of his ofiice; and in case 
any collector shall not Execute such bond within the time allowed 
him by the trustees for that purpose, which shall not be kss than ten 
days, hi^ office is vacated, and the trustees are authorised to appoint 
any other person residing ii^ the district as ccdlector in his place. 

Form of a Bond to he given by a District Collector. 

Know all men by these presents, that wfe, A. B. and C. D., (the 
eoliector and bis surely,) are held and firmly bound to E. F* aad G. 



IJlO TRUSTEES OF SCHOOL DISTK|CTS. 

H,, &*€., trustees of scboolr distiiGt auvkber m the towa ef 
in th& sum of (here insert a sum double the amount to be collected} 
to be paid to the said E. F. and G. H., &d, trustees as aforesaid, or 
to the survivor or survivors of them, or their successors: to the which 
payment well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, our heirs, 
executors and administrators, firmly by these presents. Sealed with 
our seals, and dated thi^ day of 18 fcc. 

Whereas the above boundeB A. B. has been chosen (or appointed, 
as the case may be,) collector of the above mentioned school district 
number in the town of , in conformity to the Statutes 

relating to comqion schools; now* therefore, the condition of this 
obligation is such that if he, the said A. B., shall well and truly col- 
lect and pay over the moneys assessed upon the taxable inhabitants 
of said district, in a rate bill or tax list, (as the case may be,) dated 
the day of and this day received by 'the said collector, 

which assessment amounts to a total sum of dollars and 

cents, apd shall, in all respects, duly and faithfully e9i;ecute the said 
warrant, and all the duties of his office as collector of sucl^ district, 
then this obligation shall be void, otherwise to be in full force and 
virtue. 



Signed, sealed and delivered ? 
ip the presence of ) 



A. B. [l. s.] 
C. D. [l. s.] 



8. .^fplimUans to the Superintendeni jfbr S^ol or lAbfatif^ Money, 

vnihheld by Town Superiniendents, 

There are two classes of cases in which relief may be sought for 
the refusal of town superintendent^ to ^porti<m or pay over public 
money to a district. 

. 1st. Where it is supposed tbe decision of the tow^ ihiperttttendent 
is erroneous upon some question of fact, or Some principle of law. 
In such cases the remedy is by appeal to the county superintendent, 
in the manner prescribed by the regiihiti(»28 coacerning ispp^k. The 
interest of the district, as well as of pther districts, requires that the 
priMseedings should be prompt, as an appeal stays forth^ action by 
the town superinteBdeat 

Sd« Where there has been any accidental omission to comply with 
any provision of law, or any regulation of the Superintendent, in 
consequence of which an apportionment of public money has not been 
milde. In such cases a giweral authority is given by \ 14, (No, 39,) 
to cause the apportionment to be iteade, mud a similMr anthority^ i$ 
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^rea in relation to library money, by the last clause of §^142^ (No* 
167.) 

These provisions are intended only for the cases of accidental and 
vnintenti^nal omissions, and the a^bority given by them 'will not be 
•exercised, where there ia a wilful disobedience of law^ or a perverse 
^ai intended violation of any regiilatfoik 

f 

Afqdieaitioii {qt reUef in. this class of caaes^ mnat be made as soeai 

as the omission is discovered, in order to prevent tbe inconvesienoe 
of correcting the apportionment after it has been acted upon; and 
«tty unnecessary delay will, in itself, form a sjtrong ground of declin- 
ing lo grant the rdief desired. 

The facets and ciccumstances on whi(& tlie ap^ieation is founded| 
WKftt be ver^d by a^davit, and a copy should be served oi| the tcma 
^H^rintendent,. and his concurrence in the stalemmit ^f the faeli 
abould, if possible, be obtained. 

Whenever the money to wbioh suc^ $m appKcation refers, remainil 
in the hands of the town superintenvi^nt at thejtime he receiyqs n(>» 
'lice of the application he should retain it, subject to the order 
^ the superintendent. The ifiopnvenieaoe of a second distribiitioDf in 
tlie event of an application being denied^ is not sufficient to cooilten- 
balance that of a district being deprived for a year of its fiorteon oi 
public money. 

But town superintendents should recolf^ct titat neither the provi-* 
sions referred to, nor any others, authorize them to exercise any disr 
"Cretion whatever in such cases. Their duty is simply to execute th^ 
law. If ihe- necessary rqK)rts are not made at the ppopet time, op 
do not contain all that is required by law or hf regulations, they 
<;annot make any apportionments or pay any money upon them. Their 
^ty is to refer the case to the Superintendent, and suspend any a^ 
tion on their part in relation to the share of money affected by th^ 
"omissioiH until his directions are receivied. 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO TEACHERS. 

By § 104, (No. 129) the'tnirtee^ of each district are to proride a 
book, in which the teachers are to enter the names of the scholara 
attending school^ and the number of days ikej shall ha^e respectirelj 
attended, and also the number of times the school shall have been 
inspected by the town sis^trintendjKnt. This list is to be verified by 
die oath of the teacher. 

The strict and faithful performance of this duty is highly impor* 
tant, not only to the district but to the teacher. It is the basis upon 
which the rate bills are to be made out, and by which the sums to be 
paid by parents are to be ascertained. Ekror in these lists will 
therefore produce injustice. It has been held by this depaortment, thai 
the teacher is not entitled to call on the trustees for his wages, un- 
less he furnishes them an accurate list of scholars, on which they caft 
prepare the rate bills, and issue their warrant. Hence the teacher 
has a direct personal interest in the preservation of an accurate list, 
which he can verify by his oath. 

For the purpose of executing this provisicxi, the teaditr will write 
&e following heading or caption, in his book,, at the commencement 
of each qusyrter: 

k list of the scholars who attended the district school of district 
NOr in the town of during the quarter or term 

commencing, the day of 184 y and the number of 

days they respectively attended tjie same. 



Time of entrance. 



No. 1, 1841, 



Name of scholar. 



^0. of days' attendance. 



John Thompson,. •ISeventy-eighty 
Dec. i, " .... j Peter barker, .... Forty- three, 
Dec. 4, " .... iJames Thomas, , ^ . Forty, 



78 


days. 


43 


« 


40 


(1 



At the time any pupil enters the schools, the^ teacher should im- 
mediately insert the date and the name of the scholar. At the close 
of the quarter the whole number of days that each pupil attended, i» 
to be ascertained from the check roll, and entered in the third column, 
in words at length, and also in figures, as m the above form* 
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E«eli teacher at tbe oommeneemetit of erery quarter moat provide 
a day or check roll, in which the name of every scholar is to be en* 
tered. It shoald be ruled so as to give six columns, corresponding 
to the number of days in the week. The number attending should 
be ascertained each half day, and pencil marks made in the column 
for the day opposite to the name of each one present. At the end of 
the week, the number. of days each pupil has attended during the 
week, should be summed up and entered on the weekly roll. Each 
half days' attendance should be noted, and two half days should be 
reckoned as one day. The pencil marks on the day roll may be ob- 
literated, so that the same roll may be used during the quarter. The 
weekly roll should be formed in the same manner, so as to contain 
the names of the pupils, and thirteen columns ruled, corresponding to 
the number of weeks in the quarter. In each of these columns is to 
be entered the result of the daily check roll for each week in the fol- 
lowing form: 

Weekly Roll. 

Attendance of pupils in district school of district No. 



>^aa^-^^> 



J „, I 



If ames of pupils. 



John Thompson, 



IstweektSd wfeek. 



6 days. 



4 days. 



3d week. 



5 days. 



4th week. 



6 days. 



5th week. 



5h days. 

— '- ^ 



At the end of the quarter, the teacher will sum up the attendances 
of each pupil from this wec^kly roll, and enter the result in the book 
provided by the trustees as before mentioned, showing the whole num- 
ber of days each scholar has attended during the quarter. 

At the end of the list the following oath or affimiation is to be 
written* 



A. B. being duly swom^ (or affirmed) deposes that the foregoing 
is a true and accurate list of the names of the scholars who attended 
the district school of district No. in the town of 

« 

during the quarter commencing the day of 

184 y and the number of days they respectively attended. 

This oath or affirmation is to be signed by the teacher, and certi- 
fied by a justice of the peace, commissioner of deeds, judge of any 
court of record^ or county clerki to. have been taken before him. 
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The UmxA^ts are also reqttir«d to mdc» an abstract of tilt fiats for 
the use of the tru^ees, at the etti of each quarter; showing the re# 
silts- exhibited under the feUewingbeads^ and in tibe fbUewbg ferm: 

r 

Abstract of the attendances of scholftrs at. the district school of 
district Ko, in the town of during the qunrtfsr 

CQimnencing the day of 184 • 

Of scholars who attended less than two months, there were 
Of scholars who attended two months and less than four, 
^ ^^ four months and less than six, 

^^ ^' nix months and less than ^ight, 

^' ^ *^ eight months and less than ten, 

^* '^ ten months and less than twelve, 

" " twelve months. 

This abstract is to be signed by the teacher and delivered to the 
trustees. 

In another part of the book provided by the trustees, and towards 
the end of it, the teacher will enter the days on which the school has 
been inspected, in thefbw of a memorandum, as follows: 

Account of Inspections of the Sthool in District Jfo, 

STovember 1, 1841. The school was inspected by WUUmm 
J^€# town superintendent. 
December 1, 1841. The school was inspected. 

To this also, an oath or a^Qi^t|on of the p^rect;pess must be 
added in the follQwing form: 

A. B. being duly sworn (or affirmed,) depose^ that the foregoing 

is a true account of the days on which the school in District No» 

, in the town of , was visited and inspected by the 

town supeiintendents respectively, during the quarter oom-^ 

mencing on the day of 184 • 

Teacher. 
&^om (or affirmed) and subscribed this ? 
da; of 184 before m^ i 
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DISTRICT CLERK. 

The generar duties of this officer are particularly specified in ^ 
81, (No. 106.) He is to keep in a book, to be provided by the dis- 
trict, a record of the proceedings of each annual and special meet* 
in^ held in his district; to give notice of the time, place and ob- 
ject of such meetings in the^ manner prescribed by law; and to pre* 
serve all records, books and papers relating to the district, and de- 
liver the same, on the expiration of his officjal term, to his 
successor. 

By ^ 66, (No, 911) h^ is to notify a special meeting for the elec- 
tion of officers, whenever the time for holding the annual meeting 
has passed, without such election being held; and generally it is 
his duty to give the necessary legal notices of a district meeting, 
whenever required to do 40 by a majority of the trustees. The pur- 
pose and object of such meetings should in all cases be set forth in 
general terms; and this is specially required by law when a meet- 
ing is ce^lli^ for the purpqse of changing the site and removing thQ 
school house in an unaltered district. [See Nos. 89, 98.] And al^ 
when a tax is to be levied for the purchase of book^ for a district li* 
brary. [See No. 168.] 

By § 69, (No. 9.4) it is declared that "the proceedings of no 
district meeting, anAual or special, shall be held illegal for want of 
a due notice to all the persons qualified to vote thereat, unless it 
shall appear that the omission to give such notice was wilful and 
fraudulent." But this provision will hot exonerate a clerk from li» 
ability for gross neglect; nor will it sanction aq inteptional omission 
to give BQtii&e. 

Notices of annual and special meetings must be given at least five 
days before the day on which such 'meetings are directed to be held; 
that is, the notices for the meeting to be held on Saturday for in- 
stance, must be givep on or before the preceding Monday. 

In the case of annual meetings, or special meetings, which have 
been adjourned for a longer time than one month, a notice in writ- 
ing, affixed in at least four different places in the district, is suffi- 
cient; but notices of special meetings must be personally served on 
each inhabitant of the district liable to pay taxes, (which includes, 
of course, every legal voter in the district) " by reading the notice 
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in the hearing of such inhabitant, or in case of his absence from 
home, by leaving a copy thereof, or of so much thereof as relates to 
the time and place of such meeting, at the place of his abode." 
§65, (No. 80.) 

Form of notice for Annual Meeting. 

Notice is hereby given, that the annual meeting for the election 
of officers in district No. in the town of , and for the 

transaction of such other business as the meetine^ may deem neces- 
sary, will be held at the school house in said district on Monday, 
the day of at 6 o'clock, P. M. 

Dated this day of 

A. B. District CXerk. 

Form of Notice for an adjourned District Meetings to he posted vf 

in four public places in the District. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTICE. 

Notice is hereby given, that a meeting of the freeholders and in- 
habitants of school district, No. in the town of author- 
ized by law to vote therein, will be held at on the day 
of next, (or instant, as the case may be,) at * o'clock in 
the noon, pursuant to adjournment. 

Dated this day of A. D. 18 

A. B. District Clerk. 

Form of Notice for a Special District Meeting. 

To the Clerk of district number 

The Trustees of district number at a meeting held for the pur- 
pose, have resolved that a special meeting be called at the school 
house, on the day of 18 at o'clock in the • 

noon of that day, for the purpose of [choosing a collector in the 
place of A. B. removed or whatever the object of the meeting may 
be,] and for the transaction of such other business as the meeting 
may deem necessary. 

You will therefore notify each inhabitant of the district entitled 
to vote therein, by reading this notice in his hearing, or if he is ab- 
sent from home, by leaving a copy of it, or so much as relates to 
the time and place of meeting, at the place of his abode, at least 
live days before such meeting. 

Dated at this day of 18 • 

A. B. ) 

C. D. > Trustees. 

Ac. ) 
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The district clerk of each school district in the State, is herebj 
required within ten days after each annual or special meeting for 
the election of officers in his district, to forward to^the town 
elerk the names of the several officers elected at such meeting, and 
die offices to which they were respectively elected. 

In pursuance of section thirty-^second, of the act of 1841, (Na ) 
the District School Journal will hereafter be forwarded by mail, for 
the cler)c of each district by the number of said district, whose duty 
it is, by that Section, to cause each volume to be bound at the ex- 
pose of the district, aiid to deposite the same in the District Libra* 
ry. He or one of the trustees is therefore bound to take the paper 
from the post-office, punctually, paying the postage quarterly in ad- 
vance; and the amount so paid, being an expenditure authorised by 
law, may be added by the trustees to any tax list thereafter made out 
for district purposes, and refunded to the clerk or trustee paying it. 
Great care should be taken to secure the regular receipt, and careM 
preservation of the numbers, which will be sent on the 1st of each 
month; and with this view, the clerk should stitch then^ together in 
covers, as soon as they arrive; and in no case permit them to be ta- 
ken out of his custody, although any inhabitant of the district should 
be allowed free access to them, for the purpose of perusal, at all pro- 
per hours. The same precaution should be observed, and the same 
freedom of access and perusal allowed, in Respect to the present vo- 
Imne of Laws and Instructions, the volume of Common School Deci- 
sions and Laws heretofore published, and all other books^ papers and 
documents belonging to the district, and placed under his official 

control. 
• 

They will observe that heavy p^alties and forfeitures are incurred 
by them, under section 145 of the act of 1847, (No. 173,) for neglect 
of any duty devolved* upon them by law; and that they are made in- 
dividually responsible for any loss that may accrue to their district, 
in consequence of such neglect or omission. 

For an exposition of .the duties devolving on them in relation to 
the district library, their attention is directed, to the subsequent in- 
structions under that head; and for the manner in which records of 
the proceedings of the^ several school meetings should be kept, to the 
subsequent instructions under th^ head of Annual and Special Meet- 
ings. 
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CCMiLECTORS OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

It 18 the ckity of the collector of eacb district ^' to .cdket and ptfjr 
oyer to the trustees of his district, some or one of themy all monejm 
which be shall be required by law to collect, within the time limited 
by such warrant for its return, and to take the receipt of sueh trus- 
ted or trustees, for sucli payment" § 100, (No* 12&) 

ft 

When required by the trustees, such collector is to execate a bolid, 
with one or more sureties, to be approved by one or more of the 
trustees, in double the amount for any tiHc list, (or rate bil]>) to be 
eollected, and conditioned for the due and fiiithful performance of hk . 
duty* § J03, (No. 128.) 

In case such bond is not executed within the time allowed by the 
trustees for that purpose, which shall not be less than ten days^ the 
office of the collector is vacated, and the trustees may af^oiat any 
ether person to supply the vacancy. 

The form of the bond thus required to be executed, will be found 
at page 149. 

.1. jurisdiction q/ the VoUedor. 

By § 103, (No. 152S,) the jurisdiction of the collector, in the exe^ 
cation ci his warrant; is unlimited^ and extends to any oth(ir district 
or town, '^ in the same manner and with the like authority^ as in tha 
district for which he was chosen or appointed." 

2. Mode of proceediiig in tke cdleCHon (^ taxes and fate hills. 

This is specifically pointed out 'by the extracts from the l3th chap- 
ter of the 1st volume of the Revised Statutes, page 82^ 

3. What property liable to be takm on Collector's Warrants. 

In the cas6 of Keeler and others vs. Chichester , 13 Wetadell, ©29, 
the supreme court held ** that ahy property fouted in the possession 
of the person liable to pay the tax, might be taken and applied to 
the payment of such tax, and that the collectors of ischt)ol di^ricts 
had the same powers ^ collectors of towns in colfectitag town attd 
county taxes. This decision has reference to the ownership of tixe 
property, and shows that possession renders it liable to distress, whe- 
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tker owned by tke patty or ool. It does not teftr to the kind of 
property liable^ Tbe pFOperty wbbh may be letted upon is spteH 
icrily defined by section 2^ of chapter 13, 1 Reirised Slatutea Nb 
ph>perty tt cOMapt firon tiie cqyeilatioii of aiich warrants^ except Hie 
anus aad aoeoutrements partieularly meatioBed in tbe ^acit of Con* 
grass rrferred to, and quoted in tbe note at the bokom of page 82^ 

Tbe designation ef Ae on^er of a fartn in a ta^K liisft and warranty 
as *' the wido^ and heirs 6f A. B. deceased/^ is a saiflfei^ coti4>li*« 
trtice with the statute, to justify the collector m executiag the WaTf 
Mnt' Whedtt vs. AtUhmy^ 10 Wendell, 346. 

By §1D1, (No. 126,) the collector forfeits to his district, the full 
Atnbunt of any money which may be lost by his neglect, and tr^ich 
might have been collected by him within thi^ time limited in hik 
Warrant. 



DISTRICT Libraries. 

By § 133, (No. 158,) the inhabitants of the several school districts 
are authori2:ed, 'when lawfully asisembled at any distridt meeting 
Specially notified for that purpose, to impose a tax not exceeding ten 
dollars in any one year, " for the purchase of a district library cott^ 
sisting of such books as they ishall in their district meeting direct, 
and such further sum as they may deem necessary for tbe purchasa 
•f a book case.'' By the 134th section of that act, (No. 159|) the dis- 
trict clerk, or such other person as the inhabitants should designate 
and appoint by a majority of votes, is declared to be librarian, and 
' to be vested with the care and custody of the library, imder such re^ 
gelations as the inhabitants should adopt. 

These provisions afford the only authority for raising hy tax upon 
the district J any money for the purchase of books, or a book case. 
The books thus to be purchased must be directed by the inhabitants 
in district meeting ; and this direction may be either general, as to 
purchase any given series or numbecs of tbe Harper Library, thd 
Family 'Library, &c. or special, designating the particular books. Or 
the trustees may be authorized to procure suck books as they think 
proper. 
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By § 136, (No. 161,) ike &An of fiflfcy-five thoutaad doUafs, toge* 
ther with an equal sum to be raised in the towns, and direeted to be 
distributed to the several school districts of this state, by the fourth 
section of chapter two hundred and tfairty-sev^, of the laws of eigb* 
teen hundred and thirty^ight, diall continue to be applied to the 
purchase of books for a district library, until otherwise directed ; but 
whenever the number of volumes in the district library of any dis- 
drict, numbering over fifty children between the ages of five and six* 
teen years, shall Exceed one hundred and twenty-five ; or of any di»» 
trict numbering fifty children or less, between the said ages, shall ex« 
ceed one hundred volumes, the inhabitants of the district qualified to 
vote therein, may, at a special or annual meeting duly notified for^ 
that purpose, by a majority of votes, appropriate the whole, or any 
part of the library money belonging to the district for the current 
year, to the purchase of maps, globes, black-boards, or other scienr 
tific apparatus, for the use of the school : And in every district 
having the required number of volumes in the district library, and 
the maps, globes, black-boards, and other apparatus aforesaid, the 
said moneys, with the approbation of the state superintendent, may 
be applied to the payment of teachers' wages. 

• 

Trustees, are by this provision, authorized to make the selection 
of the books for the library, as the application of the money is to be 
made by them. . To promote uniformity in the loan and return of 
books, it is recommended that but one librarian be appointed ; and 
that the inhabitants adopt the rules and Regulations hereinafter pre- 
scribed by the superintendent, for the government ol the libraries 
procured under both aqts. 

Inhabitants of districts have no authority to sell, exchange, or in 
any manner dispose of the books oonstitutiog the district library ; 
whether such books are purchased from the library fund, or from the 
funds raised by the district. 

By § 139, (No. 164,) the Superintendent of Common Schools, is 
directed to prepare general regulations for the preservation of th^ li* 
braries, the delivering of them by librarians and trustees to their ^c- 
cessors in office, and resf)ecting the use of the books, &c. In pur- 
suance of these provisions, the subjoined regulations bave been pre- 
pared. No. I. relates t6 the preservation of the libraries, the delive- 
.ry of the books by the officers ^charged with their keeping, to their 
successors, and their duties in respfect to them. No. II. relates to 
the use of the books by the inhabitants, the number to be taken out, 
the fines to be imposed, &c. 
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As tliese liegulsilioQs may appear rnisi^^ to Mnne, it is pnoper to 
fttnark^ t&at &ey w^e intended for the orgamzation of a* new and^ 
4aktme system^ vfpda a smbject n6t #e}t understood, afnd in ybich di- 
feotioi» cannot be too fntt or too plain. Thousands npotf thousands 
of our citizens are and will be charged with the duties to whicb 
these regulations refer, and it is by no means a depreciation of their 
intellfgence to remark, that very many of them have probably never 
fafld any connexioit witti circulatiBg libraries, tind ani not aware o^ 
the ahsoiute lieGessity of strict ndes, and a ftrm adbeirence tb them, 
to prer^t the total destruction of their books in a few yearsi Com- 
plaints had alrelKfy be^a madie t^t in several districts, which had 
procuiaed libraries, many of the books were ix^ared^ and 6ther^ lost, 
Ibr the wattt of some i^stem in their management. It cannot be too 
dfarongly impressed vipcm trustees and librarians^ that the best system 
Urbich iMfinai^ ingenuity eanr devise, witi be of no avail unless ft is 
folly and thoroughly executed^ These invaluable store houifes of 
kno'tvle^e^ — -the solace of age> the guide of youth, the stay of man- 
hood, the Sourcegof so much happiness to parents and their children, — 
will depeM fbr their existence upon the vigilance of those who have 
acceded &e sacred trust of watching and prefserving tfat^an^ Heavy, 
indeed, wilt be the respoHsibirlity for a neglect of those duties upon 
which BO much depends. 
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Regidali(ms req^ecUng IHstrid LibrarieSy their pre*ervatio»9 and the 
delivery of them to Librurians and Trud^ees tp their smcessars^ m 
^ice ; pursiumt to § 139 o/* the act irUended for the government 
qf the ^icers having charge of aucb Libraries. 

i. Tn respect to ike selection of books for district libraries* The 
Superintendent has no authority to make such selections, unless re- 
quested by the trustees of a district pursuant to a vote of its inhabi- 
tants^ He is prepared to act on the subject as prescribed by the sta- 
tute, whenever I'equested ^ but he desires it to be distinctly under- 
stood that he doei^ not profier his services ; much preferring that the 
inhabitants of a district should consult their own tastes and judgment. 
At the same time, he is bound to see the law faithfully executed ; 

11 
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and as jurisdiction upos apfieal fromibeproeeeiiiigs'ofdislrict mifet* 
ings and trustees, as wellin relation' t6 tke seltetion of a Iftrary at* 
to aH other nMters connected mth it, is gives to bim bj law, it is 
proper that the prineipkft' which wUl gor^m decisboi od sudh ap^ 
peals should be known. 

The object of the law for procuring district libraries is^ to dif- 
ftise information^ not onlyi or ey&k chieftjr, among children or mi* 
nors, but among adalts<aaid those who haire finished their comnxm 
school education. The bodes, tbentfore, should be such as> will be 
^ useful for circulation amohg the inhabitants generally^ They, should 
not be children's books, or of a juv^ile character, or light and< friv* 
olous tales and. romances ; but works conyeying solid information 
which will excite a thirst for knowledge, and alsa gratify it, as far 
as such a library ean» Woite imboed with party polities-and those 
of a sectarian charac^r, or of hostility to the duistian religion, 
i^ould on DO account be admitted ;: and if any. are accidentally re^ 
ceived, they should be unmedi.ately removed. St\U less- can any^ 
district be permitted to purchase school books, such as spelling 
books, grammars or any others of the description used as tei:t books 
in schools. Such an application of the public money would be an 
utter violation of the law. If any case of improper selection of 
books should oome before the Superintendent, by appeal from any 
inhabitant, such selection would be set aside ; and if it appeared 
from the reports, which according- to these regulations must be made, 
that such books had been purchased, the town superintendents will be 
bound to withhold the next year's library money from such district. 
These penalties and provisionis will be rigidly enforced ; fbr upon a 
faithful administration of the law, the usefulness and the continu- 
ance of ttie system will depend; It tfie public munificence be abu- 
sed, it will unquestionably cease. 

The superintendent feeb it to be his duty, although an unpleasant 
one, to caution districts against collections of frivolous works,,, some 
of which are already advertised as district libraries. The advice of 
persons familiar with the best works in our language should be ta- 
ken in making purchases ; and it is recommended that uiility be 
consulted in the choice of books rather than novelty. Works al- 
ready known, and whose worth has been approved by the judgment 
of the public, should be preferred to new productions, which have 
not attained a character. Economy, also, should be maintained in 
buying libraries, that the utmost benefit may be derived from the 



DISTRICT LIBRARY ^EGULATIOII{S. 1^3 



-f 1 



llj^rary fu9<}. Thope pi^1)jyi$l}er9 who print lar^e. edijitioiis . and make 

palculajtiops £qx, foming complete Iibrs|iries, can^ and do afford their 

books much cheaper than others. With such opportunities for pro- 

curing the yecy best books at a ^heap i^ate, it woujld be lamentable 

a mpre money should be paid for them than they can be pjcpcured 

for with a little effort, and it would be humiliating ani^ discouraging, 

if books of worthless or improper character should be offered to 

those who hunger for knowledge! 

< 
II. Tbe library i^ in charge of the, librari^ chosen at ihe annual 

meeting of the district ; for he cannot be chosen at a special meet- 
ing. If none is elected, the cleric of the district becomes librarian, 
l^bc^i? \ij the laws r^gulat^og scli6ots ii^ citicis or. parjkicular places, 
90. trustees are; c^Qsen by X\m in^bitan^ts^ the district clerk, if tberf 
l^ one, is libfaria^i. If ther$ be i^ district clerj^, ,the trustees of th§ 
dfetrict may appoint tkie liJbrar^aiju 

TiPji^teef^ . of SQJ^kooJi, ^istricts^ are by yirtye of their office, trustees 
of the library, and have the general charge and syperintendence of 
it. The librarian is subject to their directions in all matters rela- 
ting to the preservation of the books and appurtenances of the 
library, and he may be removed by them for the causes and under 
the circumstances mentioned in l37th section, (No: 162.) 

Whenever the trustees go out c^ office they are to deliver to their 
successors all the books in the district library, with the case and all 
other appurtenances, and such delivery should be had within ten days 
at least after their successors are chosen ; anti the librarian is at the 
same time to deliver to his' successor all the minutes, catalogues, pa- 
pera aad property,' stppertalning to the library. 

» ■ ■ , 

10. When any library i^ jHirch^sed apid taken (^arge of by the 
librariaO) he i^ to mak« out a Ml aod con^pleite catalogue of all 

the books contained therein. At the foot of ^ach catalogue the li* 
brarian is to sign a receipt in the following form : 

][j 4-; P-j do l^ftreljy acknowledge that the books specific in the 
preceding catalogue have beeii delivered to me by the Trustees of 
School l3i|5trict No. * " in the town of ' ' to be safely 

kept by me as Librarian of the said District for the use of the in- 
habitants thereof, according to the regulation? prescribed by the Su- v 
perintendeht of Common Schools, atid to be accocinted for by me 
according to the said regulations to the Trustees of the i$aid District, 
m4 \9 PS ^^iy?'*^ to M 5P^<^«issoj V}. office, Rat^jj, §ic. 
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A correct copy of the catalogue and receipt is th^n to be maile, 
to which the trustees are to add a certificate in the fbllowing form i 

We, the subscribers, Trustees of School Didtria No, in the 
town of do certify the preceding ii a full asd completi 

catalogue of books in the library of the said IMstrict now in pos- 
session of A. B. the Librarian thereof, and of his receipt thereon^ 
Given under our hands this day of 18 . 

l*he catalogue having the librarian's receipt, is to be delivered 
to the trustees, and a copy havihg the certificate of the troi^teies, is 
to be delivered to the librarian for his indemnity. 

Whenever booki^ aie added to the library, a catalog^ue with a simi- 
lar receipt by the librarian is to be delivered to the trtistees, add i 
Copy witii a certificate of this tnistees that it is a c6pj of the cattr 
logue delivered them by the librarian, is to be furnished to him. 
Every catalogue received by the trustees is to be kept by them 
carJBfuliy among the papers of the district and to be deliv^ed to 

their Successors in 6fl3ice. 

• ... 

IV. During the week preceding the annual meeting all the books 
shall be palled in. For this purpose the librarian is to refuse to 
deliver out. any books for fourteen days preceding the time so pre« 
scribed for collecting them together. The trustees must make a 
careful examination of the books, compare them with the catalogue, 
and make written Statements in a column opposite th\e hame of each 
book of its acHtal condition, whether lost or present^ and ^vhether 
in good order or injured, and if injured, specifying in general term^ 
the extait of such injury. This catalogue with the remarks, is to 
be kept by them ; a copy of it is to be made out, and delivered to 
the new librarian with the library, by whom a receipt in the form 
above prescribed is to be given, and to be delivered to 4ie trustees. 
Another copy certified • by them as before mentioned^ is to be deliv- 
ered to the librarian. 

y. Trustees are to attend to the library for the purpose of compar- 
ing the catalogue with the books. They are, at all times. When diey 
think proper,' and especially on their coming into ollice, to examine 
^e books carefully, and to ngte such as are i^issing or injured. For 
every book that is misung the librarian is accountable to the trustees 
for the full vafaie thereof, and for the whole series of which it formed 
a part; such value to be determined by the trustees. He is account* 
able, also, for any injury Which a book may appear to have sustain- 
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fSfif by beiog ^iled| d^aced, torn» or otherwise. And he can be re* 
Jieved from such accountability only by the trustees, on its being sat- 
jja^ctorily sihewn to them that some inhabitant of the district has been 
charged or is chai^able for the value of the book so missing, or for 
the amount of the injury so done to any work. It is the duty of the 
trustees to take prom]>t and efficient measures fbr the collection of 
the amount for which any librarian is accountable; such amount, 
when collected, is to be applied as directed in article XII, of regu- 
lations No. II, with respect to fines. 

VI. It is the duty of the trustees to provide a plain and sufficient 
ease fer the library, with a good lodk, if the district shall have ne- 
glected to do so. They are also to cause the books and case to 
be repaired as soon as may be, when injured; they are also to pror 
vide sufficient wrapping paper to cover their books, and the necessa* 
ry writing paper to enable the librarian to keep minutes of the de- 
livery and retur^n of books. These are proper expenses for the pre- 
servation and repair of the books, and are to be defrayed by a tax oa 
the district, which is to be added by any tax voted by a district meet- 
ing. It is not necessary that the tax to defray these expenses should 
be voted by the inhabitants of the district; it is to be assessed and 
collected in the same nptanner as a tax for building or repairing a 
school house, or to furnish it with necessary fuel and appendages, 

VII The librarian must cause to be pasted in each book belonging 
^ the library, a printed label, or must write in the first blank leaf of 
each book, specifying that the book belongs to the library of school 
district No. ' in the to^^n of , naming the town and 

giving the number of the district; and he is on no account to deliver 
out any book which has not such printed or written declaration in it 
£[e is ^130 to cause all the books to be covered with strong wrapping 
JfBff&Cy qn the back of which is to be written the title of the book, 
.^d the iiumber jn large %ures. As liew bodes are added, the num*^ 
Tfi^ are to be cQ^tif^ued, and they ^e ip qo cf^ to be altered; so 
.i)^t if a boq^ \)fi Ip^t, its nuipb^r apd titl^ xx^ust stjU be cqntiqu^^ qn 
i^p catalogue^ wiljh fi note that it is missing. 

yin. Tli^e librarian must ke^p ^ blank bpqk, jth^t may be nia(|e by 
.f^i^hfng tpgetbj^r half a do;^en or more sheets of writjng paper. Let 
,|hpse be tul<^d across the width qf ^e paper sq as to I^aye fjvp cql- 
SPmp, of th^ jRCop^ fii%p for the fqllp\»fing entri^, to be written lei^gt)i- 
wise of the paper; in the fir^t column, the date of the deliy^ 9^107 
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book to any inhabitant; in the second the title of the book delivered 
and its number; in the third, the name of the person to whom deliv- 
ered; in the fourth, the date of its return; and in the fifth, remarks 
respecting its condition, Ih the following form: 



m^ 



99 



Time of 
delivery. 



Title and 
No. of book. 



To whom. 



When 
returned. 



Condition. 



1839. 
June 10. 



History of 
Virginia. 43 



TTJ 



ones. 



June ^0. 



Good. 



The proper width of each column can be ascertained by writing 
the different entries oti a half sheet of paper and seeing how much 
room they respectively occupy. 

As it will be impossible for the librarian to ke^ any trace of the 
books without such minutes, his own interest to screen himself from 
responsibility, as well as his duty to the public will, it is to be hoped^ 
induce him to be exact in making bis entries at the time any book 
is delivered;, and when it is returned, to be equally exact in no- 
ticing its condition, and making the proper minute. 

« 

IX. A fair copy of the catalogue should be kept by the librariaiiy 
to be exhibited to those who desire to select a book; and if there be 
room, it should be fastened on the door of the case. 

X. The several trustees of school districts are hereby required, in 
their annual reports to the town superintendent of common schools, 
to state the number of books belonging to their district library 6h the 
last day of December in each year. 

XI. The trustees of each school district shall, at the time of their 
makii^g their annual reports, deliver to the town stipermtendehts of 
their town, a catalogue' containing the titles of all the books in the 

* district library, with the nttinber "of volumes ' of cadi ' set or 'series, 

^ and the ' condition of sucb books, whether slound, or Injured, or tCe- 

faced. This catalogue' must be signed by them ^nd by the librari^. 

XIL The tdwn Superintendent of comibon scfa^ools fn each town is 

required carefully to preserve such catalogue, and deliver thetn, wMi 

the ^a^ers of thbir office, to his liticcelteor, who is ulso re^uixled to 

' preserve i!he catalogues delivered to Mm, and hand tbem brerto IKs 

Miceessen 
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XIIL 'Town sftpmntettdeiits •£ eommon schools cannot pay otot 
mnj library money to the trustees of a district in the following cases: 

Ist. If a catalogney as^ required by article XI, has not beeii delivered 
to thtm. 

2d. If the number of books belonging, to its library is not stated 
in the annual report of the trustees. 

3d. If it does not clearly appear from such report that the whole of 
the library moneys paid to such district the preceding, year, have 
been expended according to law. No part of the library tnoney 
can be applied to the purchase of a case for the books. These are the 
"like conditions'* referred to in the art authorising the apportion- 
ment of public money to district libraries. 

4th. Wherever it appears that any district has expended any portion 
of its library money in the purchase of any text book used in 
schoolSySuch as spelling books, arithmetics, or grammars, or any 
book dearly improper -ta be admitted into a^ district library. 

XIV. Whenever town (SuperinleBdents witibbojd from any district 
'its library moeey, they are not to distribute the money among 
the oAer districts, but are to report the case and the circ<raastafiQjes 

AO' the Superiiitetfdent, in ovder to. enable him to exeicise the 4iscie* 
'4ion given by ^ MS, (No. 167^) ^ 

XV. Whenever in these regulations' any act or duty is directed or 
authorized to be performed by trustees of libraries, the same may be 
performed by a majority of the trustees at a meeting of the whole 
number; and when any meeting of the trustees shall have been noti- 
fied, by fiotice gii^^ by any one, trustee to the fthers, a majority of 
the whole are competent to the transaction of any business, in the 

.3aine manner as if all were, present But a majority cannot act un* 
^less notice bas .bfieq,.giy(3n to all to attend at the time and. place of 
meeting. 

XVI. Whenever the legal voters of two ,or more districts desire to 
unite their library moneys and funds, and purchase a Joint library, 
under the provisions of the 141st section of the act hereto annexed, 

( (}f o. 166,) a special meetingsbould be caJIed in each district for the 

. ^purpose, under a notice specifying the object. The tnistees will thvn 

.^ansmit to the town Superintendent certified copies^ of the voteSi and 
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<t statoomitof Ae namber -votii^ for -eiid agaioG^ ik&n* Hm^ will 
also fimiish statemenis of Ae ^number of inhabitants, Ike ^atuaticmii 
of thdir property, the amount of library money received in each dis- 
trict, the amount each has voted to raise by tax <m the district, -^xiA 
a general description or map of the districts, so as to shew thdroon- 
tiguity^ and in all eases where the convenience of the inhabitants 
will be promoted and the great object of the libraries will be ad- 
vanced by such a union, the town superintendent, it is prensmed, wiU 
cheerfully give his approbation to its being formed. 

XVIL Where such a union is tormed, the preceding regulations 
will be deemed to ^pply to the joint library, subject only to the 
variations prescribed in the before mentioned 141st section, and such 
as arise from the nature of the union. A majority of the whole 
number of trustees of all the districts considered as one body, will 
be .e(»npeteiit to the transaction of business, and to decide aU ques- 
< lions which may properly come before them. 

It is proper to remark thM by section 14& of the act,, (No. 173,) 
a penalty of ten dollars is incurred by every town superintendent of 
common schools and by every trustee of a school district for refus- 
ing or wilfully neglecting to perform any duty required bylaw or by 
«iiy regulation of the Superintendent of Common Si^ools, ufider tbe 
^uti»»rity of the statute; and they are aho liable to their towns wai 
districts for the amount of any toss tbat may be sustained by reason 
of such neglect or refusal. 
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'Regulations c&nceming ihe use of the Books in District Ltbrmies 
prescribed by the Superintendent of Common Schools pursuant to 
the lS9th sfiction, of the act of 1847. 

'I. The librarian has charge of the books end is responsible-for tiieir 
/preservation and delivery to his successor. 

. H. A copy of th^ catalogue required to be made oat by Articles 
^in. and I¥« of Regulations No. 1. is to ^be kept^by Ihe JihraiMn, 
"Open to the inspection of4he inhabitairts of the ^Kslrtctat all)r«a- 
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flooable times. It will, be found coQ¥e&ie»t to affix a copy of it od 
tke door of the book else contaliiiDg the library. 

III. Books are to be delirered as follows: 
1st. Oojy to inhabitants of the district. 

Sd. One only -ean be deiivered to an inhabkant at a timej and 
^imy one baring a book out of Ike library must retom it brfore ht 
•can reoeiTe another. 

3d. No person upon whom a fine has been imposed by the trustees 
under these regulations, can receive 8 book while such fine remains 
uapaid. 

4th. A person under age cannot be permitted to take out a boojc 
unless he resides with some responsible inhabitant of the district; nor 
•oan be then receive a book if notice has been givcin by his parent 
or guardian or the person with whom be resides, that they will not 
be responsible for books delivered such minor. 

5th. Each individual residing in the district, of sufficient age to 
read the books belonging to the library, is to be regarded a$ an in* 
babitant, and is entitled to all the benefits and privileges conferred 
by the regulations relative to district librari^. Minors will draw ip 
their own names, but on the responsibility of thejr parents or guar* 
dians. 

6ih, Where there is a sufficient number of yoluoaes in the lil^ary 
to accommodate all residents of the district who wish to borrow, the 
Jibratian ahquld permit each member of a family to t9ke books s^ 
often as desired, so long as the regulations are punctually and fully 
, observed. But where there are not books enough to supply all the 
borrowers, the librarian stiould endeavor to accommodate as many ^s 
possible, by furnishing each family in proportipn to the number of 
its readers or borrowers. 

IV. Every book must be returned to tbe library within twenty days 
after it shall have been taken out, but tbe same inhabitant may again 
take it, unless application has been made for it, while it was so out 
of the library, by any person entitle^, w^o has not previously borrow- 
ed tbe same book, in which case such applicant shall have a prefer- 
ence in t]sie ^se of it* And wbf re there have been .several suqh ap- 
filieattts, the pref^ence shall be according to the priority in ^ime 9^ 
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their appKcations, to be d^ermined by tbeJibrariiiD. Upoa appit* 
cation to the Superintendent^ the time fer it^ing books oUt of the 
library will be extended to a period not exceeding twenty-eight days, 
where sufficient reasons for such extension are shown. 

v. If a book be not returned at the proper time» the librarian is 
%o report the fact to the trustees; and he must abo exhibit to them 
livery book which has been r^umed injured by soiMog, defaciilg, 
tearing, or in any other way, before such book shall be again loaned 
out, together with the name of the inhabitant in whose possession it 
was when so injured. 

VI. The trustees of school districts being by Tirtue of their offitc 
trustees of the library, are hereby authorized to impose the following 
fines: 

1st. For each day's detention of a bodk b^ond the time allowed 
by these regulations, six cents, btit not to be imposed for more than 
ten day's detention. 

. 

2d. For the destruction or loss of a book, a fine equal to the full 
value of the book, or of "the set, if it be one of a series, with the 
addition to such value of ten cents for each volume. And on the 
payment of such fine, the party fined shall be entitled to the residue 
6f the series. If he has ako been fined for detaining such book, then 
the said ten cents shall not be added to the value. 

3d. For any injury which a book may sustain after it shall be taken 
out by a borrower and before its return, a fine may be imposed of 
six cents for every spot of grease or oil upon the cover or upon any 
leaf of the volume; for writing in or defacing any book, not less 
than ten cents, nor more than the value of the book; for cutting or 
tearing the cover, or the binding, or any leaf, not less than ten cents, 
nor more than the value of the book. 

4th. If a leaf be torn out, or so defaced or mutilated that it can- 
not be read, or if any thing be written in the volume, or any other 
injury done to it, which renders it unfit for general circulation, the 
trustees will consider it a destruction of the book, and shall impose 
a fine accordingly, as above provided in case of loss of a book. 

&th. When a book shall have been detained seven days beyond 
the 80 dayis allowed by these regulations, the librarian s^all give^no- 
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tice to fh'e borrower to tietum the same \^itbin tbnee days. If not 
i'^tumed zt .that tiine, the trustees m^y dbnsider the bbcik lo^t 6t 
destroyed, and may impose a fine for its destruction in addition to 
flie fines for its detention. 

VII. But the imposition of a fine for the l6ss ordc^rtietion of m 
book, shall not prerent the trustees <from reeovering such book 

in an action of replevin, unless^ such fine shall have been paid. 

> 

YIII. When in tibe opinio'n of the librarian any fine has b^en in- 
etirred by 'any person under these fiegulations, he may refuse to de« 
liver any b<»6k to the party liatble to such fine, until the decision of 
the trustees upon such liability, be had. 

IX. Previous to the impositton of any fine, two day's written \n 

verbal notice is to be given by any trustee, or the librariafn, or ^ 

other person authorised by either of them, to the person charged, to 

'MiOW cai!ise why he should not be filled for the alleged offence or 

'lltogtect; and if within that time good cause be not shown, the tms- 

tees'^all impdse the fine herein prescribed. No other excuse for an 

' ^xtraordhiary injury to a boodc, that is for such an injury as would 

^not be occasioned by its ordinal^ use sdiould be received, but the 

fact that the book was as much injured when it was taken out by 

the person charged, as it was when he returned it. As such )o8s 

must fall on some one, it is more just that it ^outd be borne by the 

party whose duty it was to take care of the volume, than by the 

district. Negligence can Ofity'be prevented, and disputes can. only 

* be avoided by the adoption of this rule. Subject to these general 
principles, the imposition of all, or any of these fines, is discretion- 
ary with the trustees, and they should ordinarily be imposed only for 
wilful or culpably negligent injuries to books, or where the district 
actually sustains a loss, or serious injury. Reasonable excuses fpr 
the detention of the books beyond the 20 days, should in all cases 
be received. 

X. It isthe special duty of the librarian to give notice to the 
borrower of a book that shall be returned injured, to show cause 
why he should not be fined. Such notice may be given to the agent 
of the borrower who returns the book; and it should always be giv- 
en at the time the book is returned. 

XI. The librarian is to inform the trustees of every notice given 
by him to show cause against the imposition of a fine; and they 
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« 

«ha]I assemble at tbe time and pUoe appointed by him, or by any 
liotice given by them» or apy one of tbem; and shall hear the charge 
and defence. They ai:^ to keep a boolc of minuliasj in which every 
fine imposed by them, and the cause, shall be entered and stgped hj 
them, or the major part of them. Such original minutes or a copy 
.certified by them, or the major part of theody or by the clerk of the 
district, shall be conclusive evidco^ce of the fact tiiiat a fine was ini- 
posed as st^ed in SQch minutes, aeeording to thes^ regulalaqiis. 

XIL It diall be the duty of tcystees to progeoute pKQOipltly for the 
4U)Ilection of all fines imposed by them. Fines collected for ike de- 
tei^ion of books, or for injuries to them, are to be applied to de* 
fray the expense of repairing ibe bodes in the library. Fines eol- 
lected for the loss or destruction of any book, or of a set or series 
of books shall be applied to the purchase of tbe same or other suit- 
able bo(to. 

XIIL These regulations being declared by law '^ obligatory upo^ 
«11 persons and officers having charge of such libieries, or using of 
•possessing any of the books thereof," it is expedient that they should 
!be made known to every borrower of a book. And for ti»at purpose 
ft printed copy is to be affixed conspicuously oa the case containing 
any library, or in one of such cases, if there be several ; and the 
librarian is to call the attention of every person to them on the fii^ 
occasion of his taking out a book'. 



Appe^s to the State Superiiite^deat. 

(The cases in which the courts will not entertain jurisdiction of 
complaints of erroneous proceedings under the school laws, and in 
which only a certiorari will lie, may be inferred from the decision 
of the Supreme Court in the case of Eaton and others, i^^. Calendar, 
11 Wend. 90. "The plaintiff below was not without his remedy. 
1 R. S. 487, §110, 111 and t^e amendment pf the law, 20th April 
1830, provides that " any person conceiving himself aggrieved ip 
consequence of any decision made by the Tri^tees of any district in 
paying any teacher; or concerning any other matter under the pre* 
sent title," (which includes the whole of the school aQt,) " may ap- 
peal to the Superintendent of common Schools whose decision shall 
be final." This provision wasiQtended for what it practically js, a 
cl^p and ^Tcpeditibus mode of settling imost^ if not all, of the diffi- 



m 

eblties ahfl d»{)Ut^ ^elihg; in the coarme of the «xecufi(m of A^ 
]aw. A common law certiorari would no doubt lie from this court*, 
to the trustees to bring up and correct any erroneous proceeding not 
concluded by ah adjudicdtipii of the Superinfehdent, or in a case 
Where his pdx^ei^ itere inidfequate to give the relief to ^hich the 

pirty was entitled.) 

« 

The passage of iev^ril aets of the Legislature renders necessary 
a revision of the regulations concerning appeals : And the follow- 
ing are therefore substituted for those heretofore established : 



CASES IN WHICH APPEALS MAY BE MADE, 
tJiider ihi 13ii Sedion ofihe Common School Ad. {Jfo. 157.) 

I. Where Mj deibision has been midfe by any Sehodl District 
hleeting. 

This includes the whole class of cddes, in which district meetingi 
have the power to decide on any proposition or motion that may le- 
gally be made to them, under any section of the School Act. 

n. Where any decision has been made by the Town Superinten- 
dent of Common Schools, or by him and the Supervii^or and Town 
Clefk, in the forming or altering, or in refusing to form or alter any 
Sqjbool District, or in refusing to pay any sbhool moneys to any dis- 
trict, and under the general provision, '' concerning any other mat- 
ter under the present title,'' appeals will also lie from the proceed- 
ings of such Town Superintendent in any erroneous distribution of 
public money, in paying it to any district not entitled, or more than 
it is authorized to receive ; and in fact any official decision, act, or 
proceeding, and from a refusal to discharge liny duty imposed hL 
law, or the regulations of the Superintendent, or incident to the du- 
ties of his office. 

nl Where any decision has been made by trustees of school dis- 
tricts in paying any teacher, or refusing to pay him, or in refusing 
to admit any scholar gratuitously into the school : And under the 
same general provision referred to, in improperly admitting any scho- 
lar gratuitously, in making out any tax list, or rate bill, or in any 
act or proceeding whatever, which they undertake to perform offi- 
cially I and also for the refusal to discharge any duty enjoined by 



l^Wy or any regulation oi the SppQ^intendent, <^ iii(cu}e^t Xq the du» 
tf^ pf tli^ir. office. 

IV. Where Towi^ Sijperintendents have iinpropearly granted or an- 
BiiUed a certificate or qualification to a tes^cher ; or have refused to 
grant or annul such certificate : and where they ba^ve undertaken, to 
perform any official act, or refused to discharge any duty^ imposed by 
l^aw or under it^ authority, in the inspection of teachers and yi^ita- 
t^n. of scIjioqIs. 

V. Where Clerks of Districts, Clerks of Towns, or other ministe- 
rial officers, refuse to perform, any duty enjoined by the Common 
School Act, 

• 

VI. Where any other matter under the said act, shall be present- 
ed^ eithec in consequence of disputes l^etween districts le^p^ting 
their boundaries, or any other subject ; or in consequence of disputes 
Vi^tifeeen atiy offioei9 charged with the exepution of any dujbies< under 
the laws concerning Common Schools, or disputes between tbem and 
any other person i^Iating to s^oh duties, or any of tb^o. 

Under the "k^fith sed^ "respecting Schfiol Disttict lAbraries/^ 

(Jfo. 165.) 

VII. Appeals may be made froip ^ny i^ct or decision o| trustees 
or school districts concerning the Libraries, or thf bopks therein, 
01^ the use of siiph bpoks. . 

Vm. Any act or decision of the Librarian in respect to the li- 
brary. 

IX. Any aQt or decision of any district meeting in relation to their 
^chool library. 

X. Appeals also lie from the acts of Town Superintendents of 
Common Schools in withholding or paying over library money to any 
district. 
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BY WHOM APPEALS, ARE TO BE MADE. 

XII. The person aggrieved by the act compkmedc^ only can ap- 
peal. Generally every inhabitant of a district is aggrieved by the 
wrongful act or omission of a trustee or town superintendent, by 
which money or property is disposed of, or not secured for the bene- 
fit of the district. But no one is aggrieved by another by another 
being included in a tax list or rate bill, although other inhabitaptd 
are by the omission of one who should be taxed; and' apperis may 
be made by trustees, in behalf of their districts whenever th^ aro 
aggrieved. 



FORM AND MANNER OF PROCEEDING. 

XIII. An appeal must be m< writing and signed by ihj9 appellant. 
When laade by the trustees of a district,, it must be signed by. all t^^ 
tiriistee^) or a masoB must be given for this omission of any? verified 
% the oa& of the af^pellant,, or of some peison acquaii^ed with 
meix. reason^ 

XIV. A oopy of the appeal, duly verified, and of all the state- 
ments, maps and papers intended ' to be presented in support of it, 
must be served on the officers whose act or decision is complained of, 
QVJKHne one of them; or if U be froiii^:tbe decision or proceeding 
of a district meeting, upon the district clerk or one^ of thj^ trustee^ 
whose duty it is lo cause informatidii of sucli appegil to be given, tq^ 
the inhabitants yrho voted for the decision or proceeding appealed 
from. 

XV. Such service must be made within thirty days after the ma- 
king of the decision, or the performance of the act complained oh 
or within that time, after the knowledge of the cause of complaint 
came to the appellant, or some satisfactory excuse must be rendered 
for the delay. 

XVI. The party on whom the appeal was served, must within ten 
days from the time of such service, answer the same, either by concur- 
ring in a statement of facts with the appellant, pr by a separate ansv^eh 
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Such statement and answer must be signed by all the trustees, or 
other officer?, whose act, omission or decistoa is appealed from, or a 
good reason on oath must bci giv^, for the omission of the signatsre 
of any of the^, verified by oath, and a eppy of such answer must be 
served on the appellants^ or some one of thenu 

XVn. So far as the parties concur in a statement no oath will ba 
required to it. Biit all facts, maps or papers not agreed upon by 
them and evidenced by their signature on both sides, must be veri- 
fied by oath. 

XVni. All oaths required by these regulations must be taken before 
a judge of a court of record, a commissioner of deeds or a justice of 
the peace. 

XIX. A copy of the answer and of all the statements maps and 
papers intehded to be presented in support of it, must be served upon 
the appellants, or some one of them, within ten days after service of 
a copy of the dppe{i), unless further time be given by the st-ate su- 
perintendent, on application, in speciaL oases; but no replieAtion or 
rejoinder shftU be allowed, except by permission of ite state su- 
|)erintehdettt, and in reference exclusively to matters arising upon th^ 
answer, and which may be deemed by such state superintendenl 
pertinent to the issue: in which case such replication and rejoinder 
shall be duly verified by oatii, tod copies thereof served on die op- 
posite pdrty. 

XX. Proof or admission of the service of copies of the appeal, 
answer and all other papers intended to be used on the hearing of 
ftuch appeal, ttiust ia ail caises, accompany the same. 

• 

XXI. When any proceeding of a district meeting is appealed 
from, and when the inhabitants of a district generally are interested 
in the jnatter of the appeal, and in all cases where an inhabit|nt 
might be an appellant, had the decision or proceeding been the op- 
posite of that which was made or had; any one or more of such in- 
habitants may answer the appeal, with or without the trustees. 

XXn* Where the appeal has relation to the alteration or forma- 
tion of a school district, it must be accompanied by a map, exhibit- 
ing the sire of the school house, the roads, the old and new lines of 
districts, the different lots, the particular location and distance from 
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• 

tlie 8chool-hou$€S, of tthe persoas aggrieved; and their relative dis- 
taix^e, if there are two or more school houses in question. Also, a 
list of all the taxable inhabitants in the jdistrict or territory to be 
affected by the question; the valuation of the property taken from 
the last assessment roll, and the number c^ children between five and 
sixteen belonging to each person, disttoguishing the district to whicli 
th^ respectively belpng. 

XXIII. When the copy of the appeal is served, all proceedings upon 
or in continuation of the act complained of, or consequent in any 
way upon such act, must be suspended until the case is decided. So 
where any decision concerning the distribution of public money to 
one or more districts is appealed from, the town superintendent must 
retain the money which is in dispute until the appeal is decided. 
And where trustees have money in their hands claimed to belong to 
any person, or any other district, after the copy of an appeal is serv- 
ed on them in relation to such claim, they must retain snch moneys 
to abide the result, and must not expend them so as to defeat the ob- 
ject of the appeal. 

XXIV Whenever a decision is made by the superintendent, and 
communicated to the town superintendent of common schools, re- 
(specting the formation, division or alteration of districts, he must 
cause the decision to be recorded in the office of the town clerk. 
All other decisions^ communicated to him, or to the trustees of dis- 
tricts, are to be kept among the official papers of the clerk of the 
town or district and handed over to his successors; and the district 
clerks are required to record all such as come to their bands in the 
district book kept by them. 



I. Visiting the Districts and Inspecting the Schools by 

Town Superintendents. 

The Statute makes it the duty of every town superintendent, " to 
visit and examine all the schools and school districts committed to 
bis charge as often as twice in each year, and oftener if practicable, 
having reference to the number of such districts," This language is 
understood to mean that the districts and schools are to be visited as 
often as may be necessary. 

12 
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1. The act does not require the saperintendents to notify the trus- 
tees of their visits and invite their attendance. The superintendents 
should^ however, give notice to the trustees of the districts, of the 
time when their schools will be visited. To enable them to comply 
with these provisions, they should make a previous arrangement of 
their visits, in reference to the means of travelling, so as to reach as 
many districts as possible in the shortest time. Having fixed the time 
for visiting the schools, they should at once give ample notice, by 
transmitting a copy of their arrangement to the trustees of the dis- 
tricts embraced within it, and request them to attend. 

The inhabitants of the district, and particularly parents who 
have children attending the school, should be invited to be present at 
the inspection by the superintendent; *and trustees of districts are 
hereby required, whenever they receive information of an intended 
visit, to communicate it as generally as possible to the inhabitants. 
Their attendance will afford an opportunity for the public addresses 
of the superintendents, before suggested. 

2. Examination of the School, — ^Preparatory to this, the superin- 
tendent should ascertain from the teacher the number of classes; the 
studies pursued by each; the routine of the school; the successive ex- 
ercises of each class during each hour of the day; the play spells al- 
lowed, &c., and thus obtain a general knowledge of the school, 
which will be found greatly to facilitate his subsequent duties. Every 
superintendent is enjoined to call for and examine the list o( schol- 
ars in the* book which the Statute requires the teacher to keep, in or- 
der that he may see whether the names are correctly and neatly en- 
tered. He will also examine the day roll and the weekly roll^ which 
by the preceding regulations, teachers are directed to preserve, and 
will ascertain by the proper enquiries, whether they are exact in en- 
tering all who are present 

The superintendent will then hear each class recite the ordinary 
lesson of tho day. It will then be examined on the subjects of study. 
Generally it will be better to allow the teacher to conduct the exer- 
cises and examinations, as the pupils will be less likely to be intimi- 
dated, and an opportunity will be given of judging of the qualifica- 
tions of the instructors. . 

To enable him to compare the school with itself at another time, 
and with other schools, and to comply with the regulations hereinaf- 
ter contained, respecting the annual reports, the superintendent should 
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keep notes of his observations, and of the information be obtains on 
all the subjects on which he is required to report; and he should par- 
ticularly note any peculiarities which seem to require notice, in the 
mode of instruction, in the government and discipline of the school, 
and the appearance of the pupils, ia respect to their cleanliness of 
person and neatness of apparel. 

3. The superintendent will also examine the condition of the school 
hocise and its appurtenances; whether the room has the means of ven- 
tilation, by lowering an upper sash, or otherwise; whether it is suffi- 
ciently tight to protect the children from currents of air, and to keep 
them warm in winter; whether there .is a supply of good water; th« 
condition of the privies, and whether they are provided for both sexes; 
and the accommodations for physical exercise. Their attention will 
be given to the arrangement of the school room; whether the seats 
and desks are placed most conveniently for the pupils and teachers, 
and particularly wbethef backs are provided for the seats, a circum- 
stance very important to the comfort and health of the chTJidren. They • 
should also inquire whether blackboards and alphabetical cards, or 
any apparatus to assist learners are furnished. 

The preceding topics of inquiry are suggested, rather as tints bf 
the most important, Hian intended to embrace the whole jGeld. The 
judgment and observation of the superintendents will discpver many 
. other subjects deserving their attention. 

4. The superintendents will also inquire into the condition of the 
district, in relation to its ability to maintain a school; whether its 
interest and the convenience of its inhabitants can be promoted by any 
alterations, without injury to others; and they will suggest whatever 
occurs to 4hem, 1o the trustees. 

In case of any gross deficiency or inconvenience, which the proper 
officers refuse or decline to remedy, the superintendents will note it 
ID their annual reports to the county clerks. 

5. They will also examine tbe district library, and obtain the in- 
formation respecting it, hereinafter required to be stated in their re- 
ports. 
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II. Advising and consulting with the truslfB/es a^ pXhBjr 

officers of school districts. 

This is made a special duty of the town si^erintendents hj thes^e in- 
structions; they are to advise the trustees and other officers in i^ela- 
tion to all their duties, and to recommend to them and the teacheri^ 
the proper studies, discipline, and conduct of the school, the course 
of instruction to be pursued, and the eleaxen1;ary l^ooks to he qsed. 
The notes which the superintendents make during their inspecti^oi) oC 
the school, will much facilitate the discharge of this portion of thejf 
duty. 

1. In regard to proper studies. If they find any important one 
omitted, or that pupils are listened on without thoroughly ,ynder- 
standing the preliminary or previous branches, they should point oi^ 
the error and its consequences. For instance, t^ey should urge the 
absolute necessity of children being thoroughly and frequently exer- 
cised in speUing, so that they m^ke no i^istakes in any words ip 
common use. Without this it is impossible for them to b^ gopd 
readers. And iii the exercise of reading, they should insist on clear 
and distinct artjiculation, more than any other quality; and generally 
the ability of the superintendent is relied upon to detect bad Jidbits 
in the manner of reciting, erroneous ideias on the i^ubjiect ^nd $]i)per- 
ficial acquirements. 

2. The discipline and conduct of the school. It can scarcely be ne- 
ctary to remark on the importance of ord^r axnl systjem in the schools^ 
not only to enable the pupils to learn anything, bujt to give them 
those habits of regularity so essential in the fprmation of character. 
Punctuality of attendance, as well as its steady Qonjtmuance should 
be enforced. Parents should be told how n^ueh their children lo8e» 
to what inconvenience they expose the teacher, and what disorder 
they bri^g upon the whole school, by not insisting upon the scholars 
bejng punctually at the school room at tl^e appointed how; and above 
all, they should be warned of the iiiyjrioMS conseqi^ences oi allowing 
their children to be absent from school during the term. By being 
indulged in absences they Ipse the coanection of their studies, pro* 
ba))ly fall behind their class, biecQme discouraged, and th^i seek eve- 
ry pretext to play the truant. The habit of irregularity and insub- 
ordination thus acquired, will be apt to mark their character through 
life. Trustees should be informed that the omission of parents to 
require the regular and punctual attendance of their children will 
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jnirtify thfeir exclusion, oh account of the effect of sticli irregularity 
upon the other pnp}fe* 

The superintendents should also observe whether the tea<^hers are 
•careful to preserve the respect of tKeir pupils,not only by maintain* 
ing their authority, but by a becoming deportment, both in the school 
room and out of it. 

3* With regard to the course of instruction, the advice of the su- 
perintendents vi^ill often be of great value. The usual order has 
been found by long experience to be the best, viz: the alphabet, 
spelling, reading with definitions, arithmetic, geography, history and 
grammar. No child should be put to any study beyond his capacity, 
or for which he is not already prepared. English grammar particu- 
larly demands so much exercise of the intellect, that it ought to be 
delayed until the pupil has acquired considerable strength of mind 

4. The books of elementary instrudion. — -It is believed that there 
•are none now in use in our schools that are very defective; and the 
^lifTerenCe between them is so slight, that the gain to the scholar will 
not compensate for the heavy expense to the parent, caused by the 
substitution of hew books with every new teacher; and the capri- 
«ciousness of change which some are apt to indulge on this subject, 
cannot be too strongly or' decidedly resisted. Trustees, of districts 
4should look to this matter when they engage teachers. 

One consequence of the practice is, the great variety of text books 
on the same subject, acknowledged by all to be onc5 of the greatest 
ovils which afflicts our schools* It compels the teacher to divide 
the pupils into as many classes as there are kinds of books, so that 
the time which might have been devoted to a careful and deliberate 
hearing of a class of ten or twelve, where all could have improved 
by the corrections and observations of the instructor, is almost wast^ 
€d in the hurried recitations of ten or a dozen pupils in separate 
classes ; while in large schools, some m«st be wholly neglected. 
Wherever the superintendents find this difficulty existing, they should 
not fail to point out its injurious consequences, and to urge a remedy 
by the adoption of uniform text books as speedily as possiljle. T6 
accomplish this, let the trustees, under the advice of the teacher, in- 
spectors and superii\tendents, determine what text books shall be used 
in each study, and require every child thereafter coming to the 
school to be provided with the designated books. This very desira- 
ble uniformity may, perhaps, be facilitated by exchanges between 
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different districts, of the books that do not correspond with those ki> 
general use, for such as do. For instance, in one school the great 
majority of spelling books may be those of Webster with some of 
Marshall's, while the latter may predominate in another district in 
which there are also several of Webster's. In such cases, an ex* 
change of the different books between the two would obviously be 
mutually benejGcial. The superintendents might assist in the exe* 
cution of such an arrangement by noting the proportions of the va- 
rious books in the different schools. 

5. The Erection of School Houses. — ^It would be for the town 
superintendents to give particular attention to this subject. When- 
ever they learn that the building of a school house is contemplated, 
they should advise with the trustees respecting its plan. He must 
be a superficial observer, who has not perceived how much the 
health of pupils, the order and discipline of a school, and the conve- 
nience of the teacher, depend upon the arrangements of the school 
room. This is not the place to state the best models. Information 
upon that point, collected with great care from Europe and Ameri- 
ca, has already been given, and will continue to be furnished in the 
District School Journal. Whenever repairs are about to be made 
to school houses, the superintendents should avail theknselves of the 
occasion to recoipmend such improvement as may l)e desirable. 

6. In their consultations with trustees and teachers, the superin- 
t^idents should be especially careful to communicate their sugges- 
tions in a kind ahd friendly spirit, as the most likely means of suc- 
cess, and as the only mode of preserving those harmonious relations, 
which are essential to their own happiness as well as usefulness ; 
and whenever they observe any thing in the mode of instruction, in 
the government or discipline of the school, or in any other point, 
which, in their judgment, requires correction, they will make it a 
point to intimate their views to the teacher in private, and never, on 
any occasion, suffer themselves to find fault with him in the presence 
of his pupils; Children cannot discrimihate, and they will feel them- 
selves at liberty to blame, when the example has been set by others. 
The authority of the teacher should be preserved entire while he re- 
mains. If his conduct is worthy of public censure, he should be at 
once dismissed, rather than be retained to become an object of the 
contempt of his scholars. 
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III. Reports to the County Clerks. 

1. The time when they are to he made. — The town superinten- 
dents of common schools are required to file their reports with the 
county clerk, on or before the first day of August in each year. The 
law makes it the duty of the county clerks, to transmit abstracts of 
all such reports to the superintendent by the first day of October in 
each year. 

2. Their corUerUs. — The reports are required to be made the same 
as those heretofore made by the County Superintendents, with such 
additional information as the superintendent shall require. 

They will also report the number of district schools visited by them 
during the year, and the number of times each school has been so 
visited. They will state the condition of the schools under the follow- 
ing heads: 

(1.) Teachers, — ^The number of malos and their ages, viz: the 
number under 18 years of age; those over 18 and under 21; over 21 
and under 25; over 26 and under 30;. over 30 and under 40; over 
40 and under 50; and over 50. The number of females and their 
ages in the same manner. The length of time those of different 
sexes have taught school, viz: the number of males who have taught 
less than one year; the number who have taught one year and less 
than two; two years and lessihan four; four years and less than six; 
more than six years; and the same in respect to females. They will 
also state the monthly compensation of the teachers, specifying how 
many receive the different sums that may be found to be paid; thus, 
the number receiving $8.00 per month; the number receiving $10.00, 
&c. and arranging them according to the sex of the teachers. They 
will ascertaii\ from the teachers respectively, the different portions of 
time they have kept any one school, and will communicate the re- 
sult in a table, showing how many teachers have kept the same 
school one year, two years, three years, four years, five years, more 
than five and less than ten, and more than ten years. 

(2.) The course and extent of study pursued. — Under this head 
the report will state the following particulars: 

Number of pupils in attendance at each time of visitation. 
Number of classes in the school. 
Number of pupils learning the alphabet. 
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Number of pupils learning to spell without being aUe to read. 

Number of pupils learning to read. 

do do to define words. 

Number of pupils studying arithmetic, but not beyond simple 
division. 

Number of pupils beyond simple division. 

do studying geography, 

do do History of the U. States. 

do do other history. 

do ^ do grammar. 

do do use of globes. 

do engaged in ^other studies, specifying them and 

the number pursuing each study. 

(3.) They are to report the result of their observations: 

1st. In relation to the qualifications of the teachers generally. 

2d. In relation to the mode of teaching adopted in the schools. 

3d. In relation to their government and discipline. 

And they will notice gross irregularities or imperfections. 

4. Condition of the School HoiLses.'— They will state the number 
built of stowe; those of brick; of wood framed, and of logs; also 
the number having but one r6om; those having two rooms in which 
schools are kept, and those having three or more rooms; the number 
in good repair, and the number in bad or decaying condition. They 
will also state the number which have no privies; those which have 
one; and those which have two or more. 

5. Condition of the District. — Any information which may be ob- 
tained under the inquiries already suggested, and which may be 
deemed useful, or in respect to which any beneficial action of this 
department can be had, wUl be stated in this report. 

6. The state of the district libraries,— The town superintendaits 
are required to examine the library of each district, and ascertain 
the whole number of books purchased, and on hand, and their con- 
dition; and the average number in circulation, i. e. the proportion 
usually kept out. They will state in their reports, the whole num- 
ber of books in all the district libraries in the county, and the average 
(i circulation obtained from the averages of each district. They 
will state, generally, the condition of the books, as far as seen by 
them, and the degree of care and attention apparently bestowed in 
their preservation by the trustees and librarian. If they discover 



TOWN SUPERINTENDENTS. 185 

any improper books in tlie libraries, they should suggest to the trus- 
tees their removal; and if they find them continue J, notwithstanding, 
they will report the facts to this department. 

7. They w^ll also report the whole number of persons to whom 
they have given certificates of qualification as teachers, during the 
yeat, specifying their sexes and ages, viz: those under 18^-those 
over 18 and under 21— over 21 and under 25 — over 25 and under 
30^^— over 30 and under 40 — over 40 and under 50— and those^ 
over 50 

8. It will be perceived that trustees of school districts are requir- 
ed to state in their reports the number of select schbols, other than 
those that are incorporated, within their respective districts, and the 
average number of pupils attending them. There are such schools 
in cities and villages, as in Uttca> Schenectady, Pougbkeepsie and 
other plaoesv which are i^ot within any school district* As the in- 
formation desired has a very important bearing upon the common 
school system^ the town superintendents are required to ascertain the 
number of such schools and the pupils taught in them during the 
year, which are kept in such cities and villages and are not included 
in &ny school district, and state them in their annual reports. They 
will be careful not to embrace any that are contained in the reports 
of the trustees; and to insure accuracy, they will specify the city or 
village in which the select schools are established. Those thataires 
incorporated will be included in the reports to the Regents of the 
University. 



IV. The licensing of teachers and annulling their certi- 
ficates. 

1. Examining and licensing Teachers* 

X 

This authority, it will be perceived, is given by §34, of the act of 
1847, (No. 59.) It being ^ery desirable that all the teachers 
should be licensed by the town superintendents, so as to secure the 
competent talent and knoweldge, and to produce uniformity in a coun- 
ty; and to afford every reasonable accommodation to those desiring 
to offer themselves, they should make their arrangement to examine 
applicants for licenses in their towns For this purpose, they 
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should appoint a particular day and place in the town, and when 
the town is very large, in different sections of it, when they will be 
in readiness to examine teachers. Public notice of such appointment 
should be given. It is probable that this will bring together several 
applicants, and thus diminish the labors of the superintendent, parti- 
cularly as a license by him will obviate the necessity of early exa- 
minations, as well as prevent the necessity of a r&^examination du^ 
ring the year. In making such examinations,' they should confine 
themselves to the subjects specified in the statute ^ 36, (No. 60,) and 
should ascertain the qualifications of the candidates in respect, 1st, 
to moral character; 2d, learning; and third, ability. 

First, — They should require testimonials of moral character, from 
those acquainted with the applicant, which is to be either verbal or 
written, and the latter is to be preferred. This is not a matter to be 
neglected or slighted. Those to whom the training of our youth is 
to be committed, should possess such a character as will inspire con- 
fidence in the rectitude of their principles and the propriety of their 
conduct; and it is to be understood as a positive regulation of this de« 
partment, that no license is to be granted, without entire satisfaction 
on this point. This must be understood to relate to moral character 
— ^to the reputation of the applicants as good citizens, free from the 
reproach of crime or immoral conduct. It does not extend to their 
belief, religious or political ; but it may apply to their manner of ex- 
pressing such belief Or maintaining it. If that manner is, in itself, 
boisterous and disorderiy, intemperate and offensive, it may well be 
supposed to indicate uiiigoverned passions, or want of sound princi- 
ples of conduct, which would render its possessor obnoxious to the 
inhabitants of the district, and unfit for the sacred duties of a teacher 
of youth, who should instruct as well bj example as by precept. 

Second. — As to the learning of the applicants. It should appear 
from their examination that they are good spellers, distinct and accu- 
rate readers, write good and plain hands, can make pens and are well 
versed 

1st. In the definition of. words: 

2d. In arithmetic, at least as far as the double rule of three: 

3d. In geography, as far as contained in any of the works in or- 
dinary use: 



TOWN SUPERINTENDENTS. 187 

4th. In the history of the United States, of England, and of Eu- 
rope generally: 

5th. In the principles of English grammar: and, 

6th. In the use of globes. 

If they are found well acquainted with the other branches, a more 
slight knowledge of the 4th and 6th heads, as above enumerated, 
may be excused. 

Third, — The ability of the applicants to teach. Mere learning, 
without the capacity to impart it, would be of no use. The superin- 
tendents should satisfy themselves by general inquiries, and particularly 
by a thorough examination of the applicants respectively, of their 
qualifications in this respect, of their tact in dealing with children, and 
especially of their possessing the unwearied patience, and invariable 
good nature, so necessary to constitute useful teachers of youth. 

Having satisfied themselves on these several points, the town su- 
perintendents will grant certificates in the uisual form. 



V. Miscellaneous Duties. 

1. Town superintendents are not within the class of public officers 
required by the constitution to take the oath of office. 

2. Upon filing their bonds and notices of acceptance as required by 
law, they are directed to announce the fact to this department, stating 
their places of residence, and the post-office to which communica- 
tions intended for them should be addressed. They will also state 
the most practicable mode of transmitting to them any books or 
packages. 

3. The town superintendents should make themselves familiar with 
the laws concerning common schools, the regulations of the superin- 
tendent, and his decisions and instructions in explanation of them, 
which will be furnished to each. They will find this knowledge 
equally indispensable to the performance of their own duties, and to 
enable them to impart the information and furnish the advice for 
which they will be constantly solicited, and which is, indeed, one 
principal object of their appointment. 
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4. By {he tenth secticm, of the Act, chap. 133, of th^ laws of 
1843, the State Superintendent is authorized, on the recommendation 
of the County SupeiantenJent, or on such other evidence as he may 
deem satisfactory, to grant certificates of qualification of the highest 
grade. This power must of necessity be sparingly exercised : and 
will be reserved as the suitable reward of thoroughly tested superio- 
rity in teaching. The several town superintendents may in their dis* 
cretion suggest the names and distinctive qualifications of teachers 
within their jurisdictions, whom they are willing to recommend as 
candidates for such State certificate ; having particular reference to 
ability and success in the communication of mental and moral in- 
struction, and of the power of self-culture and the formation of those 
habits and principles best adapted to develop and ^rengthen the va- 
rious physical, intellectual and moral faculties ; which will be con- 
sidered by the Department. 



UNIFORMITY OF TEXT BOOKS. 

5. It is believed that a more propitious period could not be pre* 
sented when an earnest and systematic effort should be made, under 
the auspices of the Town Superintendents, to relieve our institutions 
of elementary instruction from the serious embarrassments resulting 
from the diversity and constant change of text books. The several 
Town Superintendents are therefore enjoined to avail themselves of 
the earliest practicable opportunity to cause an uniform series of text 
books, embracing all the elementary works ordinarily used in the 
common schools, to be adopted in each of the districts subject to 
their supervision, under the direction and with the consent of the 
Trustees ; and when so adopted, not to be c!:anged for the term of 
three years. Whenever such uniformity can be extended throughout 
all the districts of the town, and throughout all the towns of the 
county, it is very desirable that such an extension should be made ; 
but from the great diversity of vievvsin relation to the relative merit 
of different works, the progress of this extension must necessarily be 
slow. The foundations may, however, be laid by the attainment of 
upiformity in the respective districts, for an ultimate harmony of 
views and concert of action on a wider theatre. 

6. County Visiters, The authority to appoint these visiters given 
by the act of 1839, (No. 3,) remains in full force, and the gentlemen 
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heretofore selected retain the powers conferred by their appointment 
and the statute. The same exigency for their services still exists, 
yet they can be eminently useful in awakening public attention and 
concentrating public opinion on the subject of primary education, by 
co-operating with the town superintendents. They are, therefore, to 
be encouraged and assisted in any, efforts they may make to visit the 
schools and improve their condition. The town superintendents will 
find them efficient and able auxiliaries. 

A review of the several heads of these instructions will impress 
the town superintendents with the extent, variety and importance of 
the duties they have assumed. They will perceive that their sta- 
tions will not be sinecures ; and that upon the faithful and consci- 
entious discharge of their obligations will depend the success or fai- 
lure of our system of common school instruction. 

It can scarcely be necessary to say that they are invited to com- 
municate freely with this department ; and that all the aid in its 
power will be cheerfully rendered to facilitate the performance of 
duties, to which the hopes and expectations of the friends of educa- 
tion are so anxiously directed, and from which good may yet result 
to the people of this State. 

N. S. BENTON, 
Superintendent Common Schools. 

Albany^ Dec. 24, 1847. 
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11. Of tax list of collection of district taxes 126 

12. Of ^statement and description of unoccupied and unim- 

proved non-resident lands uipon- which taxes have been 
imposed, •*•••• 127 

15. Of warrant for collection of district taxes, 127 

14. Of renewal by trustees, • • 128 

J16. Of assi^issmentsby trosteesin making out rate bills against 

inhabitants sending to school, ••• •••• .••• 136 

16. Of certificates of estempiion ft om "payment of rate bill 

wholly or m part, «•• •» •••• 136 

17. Of rate bill and warrant, 137 

18. Of bond to be given by district eollector, when required 

by trustees, 149, 150 

19. Of teachers' lists; daily and weekly r^ls; abstract of at^ 

ieridance of scholars; aceotnts of inspections, and visi« ^ 
tations apd verifications of,.,««..«. .* » 15^, 163 

20. Of notices for annual, adjourned and special meetings,** . 166 

21. Of lists of voters, with ayes and nays, 101 

22. Of minutes to be kept by district derk of j)roceedings of 

district meetings, • • • • • 101, l02 

23. Of resolution for raising a lax for erection of school- 

house, .^^...•^..•^•,^.^,.*, 108 

24. Of resolution for purchase of site, • 108 

26. Of receipt to be signed by librarian on taking charge of 

district library, « ;• • ••• 168 
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26. Of certificate of trustees thereon, ••••••••••••• 164 

27. Of entries in librarian's book, • ,•• 166 

Fud. 

1. Modes of providing for use of school, • • • • 130 

2. In vhat state to be delivered, 131 



G. 

Qlohis. 

1. Inhabitants of school districts authorized to levy tax for 

purchase of, 96, 97 

Gospel and School Fund* 

1. Application of, by trustees of school districts, •••,••••• 115 

I. 

Indigent Persons. 

1 Exemption of, wholly or in part, from payment of rate 

bills, 134,135 

2. Form of certificate of, • • . • « • 136 

3. Amount of, to be raised by tax on districts,. • 134, 138 

4. Principles by which trustees should be governed in mak- 

ing, 135 

i 
Inhabitants of School Districts^ 

See Annual and Special Meetings. 

1. Powers and duties of, when assembled in district meet- 

ing, 95 to 108 

2. Mode of proceeding, • ; 100 

3. Who to be regarded afii, for the purpose of drawing books 

from district library, • • • 169 

Inspections. 

1 Account of, how to be kept by teachers, 152 to 154 

See Inspectors. 

Town Superintendents as Inspectors of Common Schools 

1. Duties of, in the inspection of common schools and licen- 
sing of teachers, , 90, 91, 171 to 182 
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2. Present provisions of law respecting licensing of teachers, 90 

3. Form of certificate to teacher by, 91 

4. How, and on what notice, such certificate may be annul- 

led, • 91 

5. Form of instrument annulling^ certificate, 91 

6. Duplicate to be signed and filed in town clerk's ofiSce, 91, 92 



J. 

Joint Districts. 

1. Proceedings of town superintendents in the formation or 

alteration of, 86 

2. When special meeting of inhabitants of may be called by 

town superintendents, and powers of such meeting,. •• 85 



L. 

Lectures. 

1. School -house may be used for delivery of, under certain re- 
strictions and regulations, • • • • • • 129 

Library ' 
See District Library. 

Librarian. 

1. When and by whom appointed, .••••• 159 

2. Duties and powers of, 161 to 168 

See District Library. 

Library Money. 

1. To be separately" designated by county treasurer and ap- 

portioned by town superintendents, • . 77, 78 

2. How to be applied by trustees, • 160 

3. To be apporlioiied by town superintendents, independent- 

ly of teachers' money, ^ • '• 88 

4. When application may be made for to superintendent by 

trustees, when withheld by town superintendents,- 160, 151 

5. When two or more districts may unite, with approbation 

of superintendent, for purchase of joint library; pro- 
ceedings in such case, ,.•.. 167, 168 

6. In what cases town superintendents may withhold from 

districts, 167 , 
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Maps, 

1. Inhabitants of school districts authorized to levy tax for 

purchase of, • ••••.••• 96, 97 

Meetings. 

See Annual Meeting — Special Meetings-Inhabitants of School Dis- 
tricts — Religious Meetings, 

N. 

Jfew Districts. 
See Town Superintendents of Common Schools, 5, 9, 10. 

^an-residentg. 

1. When and to what extent taxable in school districts, ••• • 121 
8, Proceedings in relation to unoccupied and unimproved 

lands 6f, 121, 122, 123 

3. Form of statement and description of by trustees in tax 

list, 127 



O. 

Officers of School Districts, 

See District Clerk — District Collector — Librarian — ^Trustees of 

School Districts. 

1. Names of, directed to be forwarded by district clerk to 

town clerk, within ten days after election of, 157 

2. How to be chosen, • • 100 

Organization of School Districts, 
See Town Superintendents of Common Schools, 6, 9, 10. 



p. 

Penalties and Forfeitures^ 

1. Duty of town superintendents in relation to the proseciH 

tion and collection of, •••.••• 89 



mmm to mariBrnmons. ^^ 



I 



2. Enumeration of, and application of moneys so collected,. 89 I 

3. Town superintendents required to report respecting,. «•«.• 90 

4. Liabilities of town superintendents of common schools, • • 94 
&. Forfeitures by trustees for refusss} to serve, and for neglect 

of duty, 109 

6. Against trustees for neglect or refusal to account or pay 

over balances, . • • • • 143 

7. By darks of scboot districts for neglect of duty«^ ••*>•••. 15i7 
9; By ooil^qtors of school districts for neglect of duty,. . • «• 1,&8 
9; For refuafti or neglect of town superintendoi^ts and officers 

of, scI^oqI distriQt^L tQ comply with regulations of super- , 

int^qdeat, relajtive to distnct libi:aiy, , ,•*•*• 1$8 

Postage., 

1. Oh Bistrict School' Journal, by whom to be paid, and how 

levied on the district, 157 

Property of School Dtstricts. 
See Public or School Money. 

1. To be entered by trustees in account book to be provided 
lot use of di^tiacts; mode of entry and form of certifi- 
cate, • , 116 

i; Proceedings of town superintendents on the formation of 
a new district from one or more dbtricts possessed of a 
sehooUhouse or other property, *•••. 82, 83 

% Proceedings on the sale of property belcmgifng to dissolved 

districts, • • • ^ • 83, 84 

4. Application by trustees of new district of amount receiv- 

ed, 83, 84 

PubHc or School Money. 

See Apportionment of Public Money. f 

1. How apportioned hj the superint^denl on the fonnation 

of a new diistrk^t,. .,. « ; 82, 83 

5. Library money, bow to be applied by trustees, • • • 88 

3. Amount wluch may be rabed by inhabitants of towns at 

town meetbgiij and application of, • ^ 86 

Religiow Meeting^. 

1. Instructions relative to holding in school hoMjSe, when not 

wanted for district purppseS) , « , « ••••••,,••••• 129 
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1. Inhabitants of school districts authorised to levy a tax for 

purchase of books for, .^. •••.•••••••••••••• • 96 

S. Mode of keeping, and forms, • 116 

Rate Bills. 

1. Proceedings of trustees in making out, ••• , 133 to 138 

2. Exemption of indigent persons, • • • • • 133, 134 

3. Form of assessment on individuals sending to school, . • • • 136 

4. Form of certificate of exemption, •••• 136 

5. Form of rate bill and warrant, • • • • • • • • • • • 137 

6. Amount of exemptions to be collected by tax,. • •• • • 135, 138 

7. Errors in, how corrected, and amounts improperly collec- 

ted, refunded, 118, 119 

S. 

School Districts. 

See Joint Districts. 

1. Proceedings of the town superintendents, in the formation 

or alteration of, • 86 

2. Organization of, • • • • • • 86 

3. Sale and apportionment of property of, on formation of 

new districts, 82,83,84 

4. Sale of property of dissolved district, • • • . 83, 84 

School House. 

1. Certain persons to be exempted from tax for building, . • • 126 
*2. Duties and powers of town superintendents and trustees, 
relative to the sale and apportionment of value of, on 
the formation of new districts, and application of avails 
of, 82,83,129, 130 

3. Duties and powers of trustees in the purchase, custody, 

sale and repairs of, and in furnishing with necessary 
fuel and appendages, « 128, 129, 130 

4. Occupation of for religious meetings, and for other than 

district purposes, how regulated and controHed, •••••• 129 

6/ Proceedings of trustees in sale of, • • • • i • 129 

6. Quality and condition of fuel to be provided for, .••••••• 130 

7. When sites for two or more may be designated by inhabi- 

tants, with the consent of town superintendents, and a 
tax levied for the purchase or lease thereof, and for the 
purchase, hiring or building of school house, and keep- 
ing in repair and furnishing the same with necessary 
fuel and appendages, ••••••••• 96, 96 
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8. Tax for building can not exceed $400, unless (including the 

avails of sale of old school house,) certificate of town 
superintendent, that a larger amount is necessary, 107, 108 

9. When inhabitants may direct sale of, 97 

10. Proceedings of inhabitants in building, hiring, purchasing 
and repairing, how to be conducted, • • 106, 107 

11. Form of resolution fpr raising a tax for erection of,. 107, 108 

12. Tax for building may vbe collected, but cannot be expend- 

ed until legal title to site is procured, • 108 

Site of School House. 
See Property of School Districts. 

1. Duties and powers of town superintendents and trustees in 

the sale and apportionment of, on the formation of new 
districts, 82,83,84 

2. Duties and powers of trustees, in relation to the purchase, 

custody and sale of, 128, 129, 130 

3. When inhabitants may designate two or more, with con- 

sent of town superintendents, and levy tax for purchase 

or lease of, &c., 95, 96 

4. When inhabitants may direct sale of, • • • • 97 

5. Should be designated with distinctness and precision, ... • 104 

6. In what cases the consent of town superintendents, and a 

vote of two-thirds, by ayes and nays, is necessary to 
change of, c 105, 106 

7. Form of resolution for purchase of, . • 108 

8. Tax for purchase of, may be collected, but cannot be ex- 

pended until legal title is procured, • 108 

Special Meetings. 
See Annual and Special Meetings. 

State Treasurer. 

1. Forms of draft on, and certificate of board of supervisors 
annexed, for amount of school money apportioned to 
the several counties; endorsements of, &c., 77 

Suits. 

1. By and against trustees, in what cases to be brought, aiid 

general principles applicable to, • • • • . • . • 143 to 148 

Sunday Schools. 

1 . May be held in school house under certain restrictions and 

regulations, 129 
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Iv [Errors and omissiont in tax lists or rate bills may be cor- 
rected, and amounts improperly collected refunded, 
with approbation of, 118, 119 

S. Warrant for collection of tax lists and rate bills maj be 

renewed with like approbation, • • • • , If^S 

3. When and in what cases application may be made to, by 

trustees, for public money withheld by town superinten- 
dents, 150, 161 

4. When joint library, for two or more districts, maybe pur- 

chased with approbation of ,.••••••••• , 167, 168 

5. When library may be selected by and forwarded to county 

olerkfor use of dtstncts,. ..•. • ••• 98 

6. Appeals to, regulations conoeining, .••••«••••.•• 173 to 177 

Suip.ervU$rs (^ Twm$. 

1. To collect penalties imposed upon town superintendents ol^- 
common schools and officers of school districts, for refu- 
sal or neglect to perform certain duties; in^portance of 
a faithful discharge pf this duty, ••.,•••• ^ «••»•• « 7&, 76 



T. 

Taxu. 
See Assessment of Taxes — Trustees, 23 tq 31 — Tax List. 

1. Exemption from of certain persons, for bijiilding school 

house, •••*«••• , • 126 

2. When and in what cases to be imposed by trustees, with- 

out being specifically voted, • • • • • 126 

3. Amount of exemptions of indigent persons to be raised by, 134 

138 

4. Must be specifically voted,.,, «• •«,. •••«•»*« ••«• 1.94 

6. Ifpr building school houses cannot ei^ceed $4Q0, unless Qer- 

tificate of town superintendent that a larger s^m is ne- 
cessary, be first procured, • • • 107, 108 

6. Cannot be expended lor purchase of school house or site, 

until legal title is obtained,' 108 

7. Deficiencies in collection of, how raised, , • • 108 

Tax List, 
See Assessment of Taxes. 
1. When to be made out by trustees, •••••••••••• 118 
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S. Errors in, how corrected, &e«,. • • • • • • 118 

3. Form of, 126,127,128 

Teachers. 

1. Present provisions of law respecting licensing^ of, 90, 91, 152 

153 
S. Form of certificate of qualification to be granted by inspec^ 

tors, • • • 91 

3. How, and on what notice such certificate may be annulled, 91 

92 

4. Form of in^rumept annulling certificate, ••••••« 91 

5. Duties and powers of trustees in the employment and pay- 

ment of, and in making out and collecting rate bills, 131, 138 

6. Contracts witht how to be made, »•••#•••• 131| 132 

7. Arrapgeiqents for board of, how to be made, ««.«»•,«•••• 132 

8. Mode of paying, • ,.. 133 io 185 

9. Rate bills, hqw made out, • v 136, 137 

}0. To give notice to trustees of payments made to, for tuition 188 
11. Iii9tiruction to, relative to keeping of lists of attendance of 

scholaxs, and of visitations and inspections of sebools; 
sin4 forms of such lists, of day or cheek rolls, of week- 
ly rolls, ab^racts of attendance of scholars, and of ac- 
count of iqspections, bow verified, • • * 152 to 154 

13. Duties of town superintendents in relation to examination, 

Uoansing and annulling of certificates of, , • ••».••• 90, 91 
19. QuaUficatiQus required' of,. ^ •« • 91 

14. Foiin of certificate to be granted by town superintendenta 

to, *., f 91 

1$. Forip of iuatrument aixnulling certificate of, ••••«••••«• • 91 

Teachers' List, 
See Teachers, 11. 

Teachers? Meney. 

1. To be separately designated by county treasurer and appor- 

tioned by town syperintendehts, .,.,*,...«••.. 78, 86, 87 

2. To be apportioned independently of library money, * 87 

3. AppUcalion of, by trustees, . . . • 87, 88, 97, 98 

4» Division of, by trustees into portions, when authorised by 

vote of district, «•««••• ' • • 99 

& Power pf trustees over application and expenditure of, 

whe^n UQ directions have been given by district,, .••••• 115 
^ Need not be paid exclusively for services rendered during 

the year when received, ••,.*..«»«,«.^*».*.«.f« 115 
^ When applications may be made to superintendent for, 

when withheld by town superintendents, ... • ... 160, 151 

14 
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Taums. 

Pafe« 

1. Amount of school money which may be raised by inhabi- 
tants of, at town meetings; and application of, • • • • . • 86 

Town Clerks* 
1. Oeneral duties of, •«•••«• 76 

Town Superintendents of Common Schools. 

1. To be notified by county treasurer of amount of school 

money apportioned to their town, on its receipt from 
the state treasurer, • • • • • • 78 

2. Proceedings and resolutions of, valid, though not record- 

ed, 79 

3. Importance of regular entry by town clerjc, of proceedings 

of, - 79 

4. Form of entry of proceedings of, • • 80 

5. Proceedings of, in the formation or alteration of school 

districts, *. 80 to 85 

6. Form of resolution creating a new district, • « • • • 80 

7. Form of consent of trustees of altered district, 81 

8. Form of notice to trustees when such consent is withheld; 

how served, ••••••••• • ^ • 81 

9. Notice ef first meeting in a district, when to be given; 

form of, and how served, • 81 

10. Proceedings of, on the formation of a new district ijcom 

one or more districts possessed of a school-house or 
other property, • « • • • • . 84 

11. Proceedings of, in appraising property of dissolved dis- 

trict, 83 

12. Form of resolution for the alteration of a district, ..•••• 84 

13. Prpceedings of, in the formation or alteration of joint dis- 

tricts, • • • • • 8& 

14. Notice of meeting for such purpose how to be given, and 

by whom, • • • • • 85 

15. If ail the town superintendents, duly notified, neglect to 

attend meeting for alteration of joint district, the super- 
intendents in attendance may call special meeting of the 
inhabitants of such district, who may dissolve the same, 85 

16. Resolutions of, respecting joint districts to be recorded in 

each of the towns from which such district is composed, Si 

17. Duties of, in the receipt and apportionment of public mo- 

ney, 85 to 88 

18. When to apply to county treasurer; receipt to be given 

by, ..•. 86 
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19. Whole amount apportioned to be received by, without de- 

duction, . • • • • • 85 

20. When and how apportionment to be made, • 85, 86 

21. Distribution of teachers' and library money, ..••••••••• 87 

22. To keep separate account of moneys raised by vote of 

town; how to be apportioned and applied, 86 

23. How to apportion funds received from overseers of the 

poor, » 86 

24. How to apportion funds received from gospel and school 

lots, 87 

25. Apportionment of teachers' an J library money, to be made 

independently of each other, . • • • • .87 

26. Apportionment of trustees of colored schools, how to be 

made, 88 

27. Dutie^ of, in relation to the prosecution and collection of 

penalties and forfeitures; enumeration of, and applica- 
tion of moneys so collected, 89 

S8. To report whether any penalties or forfeitures have been 

collected by them; the amount and application,. ••••• 90 

29. Duties of, as inspectors of common schools, . •••••••• 90, 91 

30. Duties of, in respect to their annual reports; what to con- 

tain, 90, 91 

31. Liabilities of, • 94 

32. Remedy against, by trustees, where public money is with- 

held by,. 94 

^. Wlien application may be made by trustees to superintend- 
ent, for public money withheld by, • • 150, 151 

34. To retain such money, subject to order of superintendent, 151 

35. Apportionments by, cannot be paid over unless in cases 

where there has been a strict compliance with the law, 159 

36. When and in what cases to withhold library money from 

districts, and to retain the same, subject to direction of 
the superintendent, .«•••••,• 167 

Treasurer. 
See County Treasurer — State Treasurer. 

Trustees of School Districts. 

1. Form of consent of, to any alteration of their district,. . , 81 

2. To be given only at a meeting of the whole, or where all 

have been notified to attend, 81 

3. Such consent not required by statute to be in writing, 

though this is advisable, 81 

4/ Form of notice to, when consent is withheld to any altera- 
tion, 81 
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6. Such proportion how to be applied by trustees of new ditf<* 

trict, k...k...«...,,......ii....k**»«... 83 

6. How to apply teachers^ and library money received by 

them, , 114, 115 

7. Application of money raised by yote of town,. . • . * 114, 115 

8. Application of money receired by town superintendents 

from overseers of the poor, * ** 115 

9. Application of lands arising from gospel and school lots, 115 

10. Remedy of, where public money is withheld by town su- 

perintendents, .r. •••»•••• • 143 

11. Liability of, for acts of each other,. •••••» kf4« •••••« 147 

12. General provisions respecting; when and how to be chosen; 

term of office, and vacancies in, how created and sup*- 
plied; forfeiture for refusal to serve and for neglect of 
duty, *..*.•*• 108, lOd 

13. Resignations of, how to be made, « • • < • • • • • 4 « • • • • 109 

14. Town superintendents not eligible as, «.•••««« ^ • 4.4**. • 109 

15. Ineligible as clerk, # . . • • «....«• 109 

16. Duties of, relative to the receipt and application of public 

money, • • • ^ 1 14, ll5 

17. When and how to obiain public money of town superin-' 

tendents, .••««.•••••»••••.•••<••»*•«••••.«.••• 113 

18. Division of teachers' money by, into portions when autho* 

rized by district, « • • « • • 99 

19. Power of, over expenditure of teachers' money, when no 

directions have been given by the district,. .•••••« 4 • . 115 

20. Public money need not be paid exclumvely for i;ervices 

rendered during the year, • • • • 4 * « • • • • 115 

21. Account books to be provided by; what to Contain; mode 

of entries in, and form •f certificate, 4 * • • 116 

22. Duties and powers of, in relation to the calling of annual 

and special meetings, • »••»•..<• 116, 117 

23. Duties and powers of, in the assessment and collection of 

district taxes, 117 to 128 

24. Tax list when to be made out, • « 118 

25. Errors in, and in rate bills, how corrected, and amounts 

improperly collected refunded, 1 18, 1 19 

26. How and upon whom to be assessed, and for what pro- 

perty, , 119 to 124 

27. Non-residents, in what cases and to what extent taxable,. 121 

28. Land belonging to corporations, when and to what extent 

taxable, • I2l 

29. Proceedings of, in relation to unoccupied non-iesident 

lands, 121 to 124 

30. Valuations of property how ascertained, and mode of pro- 

ceeding when reduction is claimed, 124, 125 

31. What to be deemed last assessment roll of town, • • • • 124, 125 
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32. Exemption hy^ of certain persons from tax for bailditift 

83. When^ and in what case9 taxes may be imposed by, With- 
out being specifically voted by the district, • 4 ••*•«• •« 186 

34« Application of amount received as the proportion of new 
district., of the property Of the district from which form-* 
ed, 83 

35. Form of talc list to be made out by, «••••« • * 126 

36. Form of statement and description of unoccupied and un- 

improved non-resident lands^ upon which taxes have 
been imposedi .•.•«<«••• . . « < * 127 

37. Foitn <>£ warrant for colleetion of tax list, . ^ . * • • • » 187 

38« In what cases, and under what authority, warrants may be 

renewed) <«•«••«•* .k*. •«••••%»•«• .44 »»«««• 128 

89« Form of renewal, . • «••.«*. k^^. k«-. 128 

40. Duties of, in relation to the purchase, custody and Sale 

of BchOol'-houses ind sites, the repair of such houses, 
and furnishing them with necessary fuel and append- 
ages, * ^ ^•. 128 to 180 

41. Instructions to, respecting the use of school-houses for oth« 

er than district purposes,. •••«• ^ • ^ •»••• ^ *••««•«•• • 129 

42. Prodeedings of, in relation to sale of school-house and 

site, .••,....*.••• 129, 130 

43. Modes of providing fuel, and quality and condition of such 

fuel^ 130, 131 

44. Duties aod powers of, in the employment and payment of 

teachers, and in making out and collecting rate bills, 131 

to 138 

45. Contract with teachers, how to be made, 131, 132 

46. Mode of paying teachers, 133, 134 

47. Mode of making out rate bill, 134, 135 

48. Form of assessment against individuals sending to school, 136 

49. Exemption by, of indigent persons, 134, 135, 136 

60. Form of certificate of exemption, 136 

61. Form of rate bill and warrant, 4« 137 

52. Mode of collecting amount of exemptions by tax upon the 

district, ,. 136, 138 

63« Notice of amounts paid to teachers to be given to,.«...* l38 
64. Annual reports of, when to be made, • «••••«•• 4 • » 139 

55. I^enalty for neglecting to make, ' 139 

56. Report, what to contain,. »•••«. •••••i •• 140, 141 

67. Duty of, in accounting to their successors, paying over 

balances and delivering papers I0 them, % « 4 • < • • • 141, 142 
58. Regulations of superintendent relative to such accounting, 

and statements to be made thereon, . , • » • 142 

69. Suits by, in what cases to be brought, .«•«.. 143, 144 

60. Suits against, general principles concerning, 144 to 148 
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61. When c6sts not recoverable against, • • • • • 146 

62. Not answerable lor mistakes of law, or mere errors of 

judgment, • •••••.••••••••• 144, 145 

63. Liable for negligence or fraud, .•••• ••••••t.*.. 145 

64. And when acting without jurisdiction, •••«•••••• 145 

65. Mere irregularities will not subject to liability, 144 

66. Contracts by, when binding, • 145 

67. When liable, for want of jurisdiction in the inhabitants of 

the district to vote a tax, • 145 

68. Not liable for omission to insert the names of all the taxa- 

ble inhabitants in tax list, in the absence of bad faith,. 145 

69. Liable for making out tax list upon any other basis than 

last assessment roll, ••••«• 145 

70. Not authorized to issue warrant unless tax to be raised is 

specifically voted, • , • • i 145 

71. Liable on contracts of predecessors, • • • • • • • • 146 

72. Costs recovered against, or incurred by, cannot be levied 

by tax on the district, •.•••• 146 

73. When to establish schools for colored children,. 148 

74. When to require bond from district collector; form of,. •• 149 

75. When and in what Cdses application may be made to su- 

perintendent for school or library money, withheld by 
town superintendent, • • • • 150, 151 

76. To add amount paid for postage on District School Jour- 

nal, to any tax thereafter to be levied, . • • • • • . 157 

77. Duties and powers of, as trustees of district library, 163, 164 

165 

See Colored Schools — District Library. « 



V. 

Valuations, 

1. How.to^beascertainedbytrusteesintheassessment of taxes 124 

125 

2. Proceedings when valuations cannot be ascertained from 

last assessment roll, 125 

3. What to be deemed such last assessment roll, • • • • 124 

f^isitars of Common Schools. 
1. Powers and duties of, • • • • • ••••••• 188 

Voters at District Meetings, 
1. Qualifications of, defined, '. 102, 103 



INDEX TO INSTRUCTIONS. . 216 



W. 

Warrants. 

Page. 

1 . Form of, for collection of district taxes, . . • • ...... 126, 127 

2. Renewals of, when and how to be made, 128 

3. Form of renewal, • « •.••...• 128 

4. Form of, for collection of rate bill, ....••• 137 



fiftllATA, 

Oil page td of the tnstrtietioiis, 2d paragraph, ander the head ** Coimty Clerks/' 
&nd at the end of the 2d line^ strike out '' commissioDerSi'' and insert ** town super- 
intendents.'' 

On page 158| at the end of 2d line, onder head '' Mode of proceeding in the col* 
leetion of taxes and rate bills/' strike out the figure! *' S2i" and insert ** 122.^ ^^ 
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